TOWARD A RESPONSIBLE
ENERGY FUTURE
Social Policy Resolution
CA16.06.30

Resolved:

To receive with gratitude the memorials of the Saint Paul Area, Metropolitan New York, Northeastern
Pennsylvania, Upper Susquehanna and Northwestern Pennsylvania synods related to climate change
and fossil fuels;
To urge all ELCA members, congregations and synods to inform and educate themselves about the
effects of climate change through the lens of the “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice”
social statement, and to advocate for policies that reduce energy use and our dependence on
fossil fuels and encourage development of renewable energy sources as an expression of our
commitment to address climate change and caring for God’s creation;
To affirm the action of the 2013 Churchwide Assembly and subsequent action of the Church Council
in 2014 related to the development of revised or additional investment screens on fossil fuels, and to
support and commend ELCA members, congregations, synods, the churchwide organization, and
related institutions and agencies such as ELCA Endowment Fund and Portico Benefit Services for their
leadership efforts to invest in companies that are taking steps toward a sustainable environment;
To affirm Portico’s balanced approach to supporting this church’s principles and directives as
stated in the social statements — including the commitment to help transition to an economy less
dependent on fossil fuels. That approach has included:
•

shareholder advocacy (filing and supporting resolutions on environmental issues, including
150 resolutions in 2015),

•

focused investment screening, which has identified 113 companies screened for
environmental reasons, and

•

ramping up positive social investments, such as investments in companies that develop solar,
wind and water power generation systems, repurposing waste products and reducing toxic
emissions; and now

To call upon Portico to evaluate the viability of an optional fossil -free fund for retirement plan
participants;
To call upon the ELCA to heed the call of the Lutheran World Federation Council in 2015 to member
churches “not to invest in fossil fuels and to support energy efficiency and renewable energy
companies, and to encourage their institutions and individual members to do likewise”;
As part of this church’s response to the Lutheran World Federation’s call, to request that the ELCA
churchwide organization review the ELCA’s applicable social teachings and Corporate Social
Responsibility policies and procedures, with the goal of not investing in, and removing the largest
fossil fuel companies as identified by Carbon Tracker, and investing in corporations which are taking
positive steps toward a sustainable environment;

To support the ELCA network of affiliated social ministry organizations with programs to address
unemployment caused by changing patterns of fossil fuel use, to advocate for retraining workers —
especially for renewable energy jobs, to advocate for programs that will support those in transition,
and to encourage congregations and ministries to address the resulting unemployment and
poverty; and
To urge ELCA members, congregations and synods to set measurable goals to reduce their
consumption of fossil fuels and improve their stewardship of energy resources, transition to
renewable energy sources and promote care for God’s creation.
Adopted by the Churchwide Assembly in August 2016

