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Ms. Deborah Banks-Williams, Chicago (2017) 1, 2
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Ms. Nancy Giddings, Cumberland, Wis. (2017) 4
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Ms. Jody Smiley, vice president, Blacksburg, Va. (2017) 1, 2
Ms. Dawn Smith, Midland, Mich. (2017) 4
Ms. Ely Smith, treasurer, Fircrest, Wash. (2017) 1, 2
Ms. Karen Voris, Eagle River, Alaska (2017) 4
Ms. Jackie Wilson, Hot Springs, Ark. (2017) 3
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3 Standing committee on constitution
4 Standing committee on programs

and communication

Advisers
The Rev. M. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for administration, Office of the Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Wilma S. Kucharek, bishop of the ELCA Slovak Zion Synod and representative of the Conference of Bishops
Mr. Bernard Bresson, Lutheran Men in Mission
Staff
Ms. Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive director
Ms. Ann Hightower, executive administrative assistant to the executive director
Ms. Deborah Calvert, associate executive director
Ms. Valora K. Starr, director for discipleship
Ms. Vanessa Davis Bragg, administrative assistant
Ms. Elizabeth McBride, director for intergenerational programs and editor/designer, Café
Ms. Inez Torres Davis, director for justice
Ms. Gabriela Contreras, director for meeting planning
Ms. Eva James Yeo, director for membership
Ms. Audrey Novak Riley, director for stewardship and development
Ms. Elizabeth Hunter, editor, Gather
Ms. Sarah Carson, associate editor, Gather
Ms. Terri Lackey, director for communication
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Statement of purpose
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is a separately incorporated, self-supporting

ministry that operates within the framework of the constitution and policies of this church (ELCA constitutional provision
17.50. and related bylaws, as well as continuing resolution 17.50.A11.). Its program and structure are defined also in the
constitution and bylaws of Women of the ELCA. In fulfilling its mandates, Women of the ELCA is committed to working
interdependently with all ELCA churchwide units and Lutheran, ecumenical, and interchurch agencies and organizations.
The organization functions within ELCA financial and personnel policies. Women of the ELCA is responsible for
establishing and maintaining its finances.

The constitution of Women of the ELCA defines the organization’s purpose, principles of organization, governance
processes and responsibilities. The triennial convention is the highest legislative authority of the organization. A
21-member elected churchwide executive board makes decisions on behalf of the churchwide organization between
triennial conventions. An annual consultation is held with the synodical organizations through the Conference of
Synodical Presidents. The churchwide president either attends or sends a representative to each synodical convention.

Report of work for 2013-2016
Women of the ELCA is not a “one size fits all” organization. The ministries that are carried out in congregations

and communities across the United States and the Caribbean are as diverse as the women and girls who participate in
the organization. The ministry of Women of the ELCA is best told through the lives of women and girls, lives that are
transformed through the reconciling love of God in Jesus Christ. The following are examples of how the organization
mobilizes women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

• Women and girls annually observe Rachel’s Day (first Sunday of May) by mourning the loss of children,
renouncing the forces of violence and fear, and working to end gun violence. Observances spill out of
congregational spaces and onto the streets, providing a powerful witness.

• Women across the organization work to combat human trafficking. The Southern Ohio Synodical Women’s
Organization, for example, initiated the SOAP (Save Our Adolescent Prostitutes) project in which participants
wrap individual bars of soap with the hotline number for the National Human Trafficking Resource Center. The
soap is distributed to hotels within the synod’s territory.

• The organization’s presence at the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering was dedicated to raising awareness of human
trafficking. 

o An installation depicted a suburban youth’s bedroom on one side and the “living quarters” of a
homeless youth on the other, driving home the fact that human trafficking happens everywhere and within
all socioeconomic strata. 
o Youth were invited to assemble hygiene bags that Women of the ELCA donated to seven organizations
in the Detroit area that work with victims of trafficking and at-risk youth. They also created handwritten
notes of encouragement that went into the 1,500 bags that were assembled.
o Youth received a wristband featuring the toll-free number of the National Human Trafficking Resource
Center, where calls for help are answered 24/7.
o Using the hashtag #EndSlaveryNow, youth learned things they can do in just 10 minutes to work
toward ending trafficking.

• Women across the organization helped grow Katie’s Fund to more than $1 million. Katie’s Fund (the Katharina
von Bora Luther Endowment Fund) supports global partnerships, leadership training and lived theology. In
2014 the fund provided DVDs of I BELIEVE YOU and Harvest of Empire to all ELCA resource centers. The
documentaries were also screened at the Ninth Triennial Gathering (2014). In 2015, Katie’s Fund helped 11
women – a college student, pastor, seminarian, photographer and filmmaker, among others – participate in a
Peace Without Walls trip to the Holy Land. Thanks to Katie’s Fund, two presidents of synodical women’s
organizations attended a peace and justice-centered training event hosted by Sojourners in 2015.

• Women and girls find and celebrate their “bold,” especially each year on Bold Women’s Day (fourth Sunday
in February). In 2015 women in one Oregon congregation celebrated bold and vulnerable women among them
who have experienced difficult circumstances through and because of their faith in Jesus Christ. They told their
stories of unexpected widowhood, surviving childhood sexual abuse, fostering and adopting special needs
children, ugly divorces, living with mental illness and grandparents raising grandchildren.

2016 Pre-Assembly Report: Women of the ELCA
Section IV  Page 2 of 4



• Women and girls are fed by the word through regular Bible study. Many use the outstanding studies published
in Gather magazine. Beginning in 2015 the nine-month or 12-month studies were replaced with shorter ones,
allowing newer and more diverse authors to lead the theological discussions. Many women come together in
Café groups and use the stories and theological reflections found on boldcafe.org for discussion.

Triennial conventions
The Ninth Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA was held July 22-24, 2014, in Charlotte, N.C., where 363

delegates conducted the business of the organization. Officers and the churchwide executive board for the 2014-2017
triennium were elected and a FY2015 budget was approved.

Delegates also called on each synodical group to create a committee to facilitate Women of the ELCA’s work on
awareness and prevention of human trafficking and to work cooperatively with other organizations to end bullying. The
delegates encouraged congregational units to support their congregations in reviewing child-care policies and providing
child abuse education and prevention training. Delegates also supported an effort initiated by the Northeastern Minnesota
Synodical Women’s Organization to provide funding for solar power at Phebe Hospital in Liberia. Finally, the delegates
addressed the humanitarian crisis of unaccompanied children emigrating to the U.S. and encouraged congregations to
be places of hospitality for these children and their communities.

The Rev. Susan L. Gamelin of Jamestown, N.C., preached and presided at opening worship, and the Rev. M.
Wyvetta Bullock, assistant to the presiding bishop, led the Bible study.

The convention offering raised $77,152 to benefit Women of the ELCA (50 percent); Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service (25 percent); and On Eagles’ Wings Ministries (25 percent), a Charlotte-based organization working
with victims of human trafficking.

The Tenth Triennial Convention will be held July 11-13, 2017, in Minneapolis, during the 30th year of the
organization. 
Triennial gatherings

More than 2,400 women assembled for the Ninth Triennial Gathering (July 24-27, 2014, also in Charlotte). Under
the theme “of many generations,” women gathered for workshops, speakers, worship, servant events and more.

The Rev. Susan Sparks, the first female pastor of the historic Madison Avenue Baptist Church in New York City,
was a featured speaker. Sparks is also a stand-up comedian, trial lawyer, breast cancer survivor and author of Laugh Your
Way to Grace: Reclaiming Humor in the Spiritual Path. Another speaker was the Rev. Becca Stevens, an Episcopal
priest serving as chaplain of St. Augustine’s at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. The author of many books,
Stevens is the founder of Magdalene and Thistle Farms, a community and social enterprise that stands with women who
are recovering from violence, prostitution, addiction and life on the streets.

The Glocal Musicians of the ELCA provided music and worship leadership for the gathering. Ms. Stephanie Burke,
the gathering’s artist-in-residence and liturgical drama director at Christ Lutheran Church in Charlotte, coordinated an
interactive mural project in the exhibit space that also provided a backdrop for closing worship.

The Rev. Claire S. Burkat, bishop of the ELCA Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, preached at the opening service.
The Rev. Raquel E. Rodriguez, ELCA program director for Latin America and the Caribbean, presided.

The gathering “Thankoffering,” collected at opening worship on July 24, raised $38,978.22 and will support the
churchwide ministries of Women of the ELCA.

The Rev. Linda O. Norman, ELCA treasurer, preached at closing worship, and the Rev. Callista S. Isabelle, chaplain
at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pa., presided.

The closing worship service offering of $41,649.06 benefited Katie’s Fund (25 percent); Women of the ELCA
scholarships (25 percent); and International Women Leaders (50 percent), an ELCA initiative to provide scholarships
to women leaders in the global church.

The 5K Run, Walk and Roll raised more than $25,000 to support Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls. Through
this health initiative, Women of the ELCA provides seed grants to congregational units to start health ministries in their
communities. 

In-kind gifts are always a huge part of the triennial experience. They allow Women of the ELCA and triennial
participants an opportunity to say “thank you” to their host city by providing these gifts to local agencies. The 2014
Triennial Gathering brought:
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• $14,785 in gift cards
• 15,877 minutes in phone cards
• 6,635 toiletries
• 3,717 pairs of socks and underwear
• 118 quilt kits
• 116 quilts
• 1,508 prayer shawls

Recipients included:
• The Legacy Hall program of Florence Crittenton Services
• The Journey Place program of The Relatives
• Faith Farm of Lutheran Services Carolinas
• Lutheran World Relief and Lily Pad Haven
The Tenth Triennial Gathering will be held July 13-16, 2017, at the Minneapolis Convention Center. Registration

opens Sept. 6, 2016. “All Anew” is the gathering theme, drawing on several biblical texts that speak of renewal. Because
the gathering falls within the 500th observance of the Reformation, the theme resonates with reformation and
transformation themes. Information about the gathering can be found at welcatg.org. While the gathering is a Women
of the ELCA event, all women in the church are invited to attend.

Major directions for 2016-2019
What will occupy the churchwide ministry of Women of the ELCA from 2016 to 2019 remains to be seen once the

Tenth Triennial Convention (2017) meets and the voting members (formerly called delegates) deliberate. It is likely that
the organization’s long-standing commitments to racial justice will only be fortified and that the anti-trafficking work
that has existed since 2005 will continue. The organization’s award-winning publications will continue to support women
on their faith journeys and new program resources will be published.

The churchwide organization of Women of the ELCA will continue its mission of mobilizing women to act boldly
on their faith in Jesus Christ by:

• Communicating ways and means to develop and nurture relationships.
• Building community and relationships.
• Enabling authentic and diverse relationships.
• Strategically developing resources that support the mission and purpose of the organization.
• Building up healthy, balanced and whole communities.
• Increasing financial support to the organization.
• Equipping disciples to boldly live out their faith.
Additional information about Women of the ELCA can be found at:
• womenoftheelca.org, with more than 40 free downloadable resources and Bible studies.
• welcatg.org, where you can register for the Tenth Triennial Gathering (2017).
• boldcafe.org, the electronic publication for young women, with podcast.
• gathermagazine.org, the magazine that is available in both print and digital versions.
You’ll also find Women of the ELCA’s free smartphone app, Daily Grace, in the iTunes store and Google Play.

Daily Grace has been an on-the-go companion for women’s faith journeys since 2011.
Women of the ELCA exists in the virtual communities created through social media, especially:
• Facebook.com/womenoftheelca
• Twitter.com/womenoftheelca
• Pinterest.com/womenoftheelca

Ms. Patti Austin, president (2014-2017)
Ms. Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive director
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