Research and Evaluation
Access many of the following reports from the Web!  At the ELCA Home Page (www.elca.org), select "Churchwide Units." Then under “Sections” (toward the bottom) select "Research and Evaluation."  For other information please contact the Research and Evaluation staff member listed. Or use www.elca.org/research
Demographic Data – Jacqueline Skrypek
Standard reports include summary information of any specified location.  Some of the demographics studied include population, population change for select time periods, race/ethnic composition, income, education, household types, marital status, age, housing, employment, education and PRIZM lifestyle data reports. 
Maps of key variables such as population, population change, population density, income and age.  Other maps are included as necessary to highlight important findings and/or issues related to the request.  

Information can be provided at multiple levels of geography---the U.S. level, states, counties, synods, ZIP Codes, census tracts and block groups.  Most reports include comparison data to higher levels of geography.  For example, a ZIP Code report will also include data for the county.
We can combine congregational information with population information. For example, we can determine how average attendance has changed in relation to the population change in the ZIP Code in which a congregation is located.
At www.elca.org/research click on “Synod Statistics” and “Synod Up-Down Maps.” You will see an entire listing of synods.  Pick any synod to see the map.  There are also six other reports for synods.  “Select Congregational Statistics by Synod” is the data behind the “Synod Up-Down Maps.”  The “Synod Trend Reports” are very popular.  One synod has a link for their synod’s trend report on their web site.  We can add to and update these reports based on your recommendations and suggestions.
Demographic reports for the whole synod territory are available from the Web.  The Demographic Snapshot Report for your synod shows a wide range of demographic variables that will show “Who lives in our synod’s territory?”  The URL for these reports is  www.elca.org/research/synoddata/demosnaprpt.html  
This link does not appear on the ELCA website.
Demographic information can be emailed in a wide range of helpful formats including Adobe Acrobat (pdf) and PowerPoint (ppt) files.  Also, report files can be put on a CD can be sent via surface mail.  Reports printed on paper (color or black & white) are also available via surface mail.
Demographic Report for a ZIP Code (web): provides demographic data for U.S. ZIP codes for the years 1990, 2000, estimates for 2003, and projections for 2008 (this is being updated to include 2007 estimates and 2012 projections).  Data in the report include population, racial/ethnic composition, family structure, income, education and occupational levels.  Evangelism, stewardship, and social ministry committees will find this information helpful in their study of community needs and local mission opportunities.  This report requires a synod code and congregation id number for access (these can be found in the ELCA Yearbook).
Congregational Data – Martin Smith
We have all the congregational report form data since 1987 in computer format for your use.

Congregational Trend Report (web): gives 1998 to 2006 data about congregations using the annual congregational report information. This report identifies membership and financial trends and summarizes the data for easy examination.  Congregations in a call process, preparing for a building or other capital funds drive campaign, or engaging in a self-study will find this report helpful. 

Church and County Membership Report (web): provides year 2000 information about the various denominations, congregations, membership, and unchurched persons (subtract adherents from the total population) for a county.  This report is helpful in understanding the religious membership of the wider community.  (This report is generated by www.thearda.com.)

To Locate ELCA congregations within a certain radius from a ZIP code: At the ELCA Home Page, under “Quick Links,” select “Locate a Church near you.”  Select number of miles (5 to 60), and ZIP code.  Select “Locate Now” to produce a list of congregations in the area. If you click on an ELCA congregation’s name, you will see some brief statistics about the congregation based on the latest Congregational Annual Report.  To locate (non-ELCA) congregations, click on “view map” and create a map.  This will take you to a Mapquest map.  Immediately above the map is a bar that includes “Find Nearby.”  Click “Select a Category” and list of categories shows up.  Click on “Church Organizations” a click on “Search.”  The result is a map and a list of the 10 closest church organizations.  You can see who is around this congregation, which can help in some planning processes.  At the bottom you can select the next 10 in the list.  This is a wonderful way to see the religious context around a congregation.
Rostered Leader Data – Martin Smith

The ELCA has lots of data about our rostered leaders that can be used for reports.  Information includes such things as: name, address, email address, birth date/age, ordination date, gender, race/ethnicity, complete call history, etc.  This information has been used by synods for lists of leaders approaching retirement (pre-retirement workshops), searches for leaders with specific characteristics and experiences, etc.
Congregational Leader Data – Congregational leader information is collected through Congregational Report Form B and includes the names, addresses, congregational leadership roles, gender, and race/ethnicity reported by their congregations.  Synods can use these names, addresses and other information for contacting stewardship, Christian education, health ministries/parish nurse, etc. persons.  These lists can also be used for initial lists of potential nominees for synod assemblies, synod councils, and other synod committees, including meeting the representation goals for lay people, women, and persons of color and language other than English.
All of this information can be linked together to create reports that simultaneously show congregational data, leadership data and demographic data.  If you need some information to support your ministry, please call Research and Evaluation to ask and discover if it is possible (800/638-3522  ext 2990).

