
Additional ELCA Efforts to Reduce 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Social Policy Resolution CA22.04.27

Approved by the 2022 Churchwide Assembly.

RESOLVED:

To receive with gratitude the memorials from the Oregon Synod, Southwest California Synod, Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod, Minneapolis Area Synod, Saint Paul Area Synod, Southwestern Texas Synod, Northern Illinois Synod, 
Northeastern Iowa Synod, East-Central Synod of Wisconsin, Greater Milwaukee Synod, North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod, New England Synod, Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod, Central States Synod, 
and Delaware-Maryland Synod concerning greenhouse gas reduction;

To reaffirm the commitment of this church to engage in creation care and advocacy based on the principles of sufficiency, 
sustainability, participation, and solidarity;

To reaffirm the commitment of this church to advocacy and action in support of 50% reduction from 2005 levels in 
United States economy-wide net greenhouse gas pollution by 2030 and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050;

To direct the ELCA churchwide organization to set the goal of reducing its net greenhouse gas pollution 50% by 2030 
and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050; 

To urge the churchwide organization to continue its network ministry through the Creation Care Network to inform and 
guide this church in its efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

To encourage congregants, rostered ministers, and bishops to commit themselves to education about the urgency of the 
climate emergency, the global opportunities of a just transition and to lift up loving our neighbor in response to the 
climate emergency through their preaching;

To affirm the Mission Investments Fund’s “Green Building” initiative and resources, and to encourage continued 
commitment to supporting ministries in caring for creation and addressing climate change;

To refer to the Service and Justice home area, Office of the Treasurer, Office of the Secretary, and Office of the Presiding 
Bishop for implementation consistent with these resolutions; and

To request the churchwide organization provide a report to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly assessing the progress in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions across all three expressions and sharing lessons learned to help meet reduction goals.




