
Protecting the Civil Rights
of Palestinian Children
Social Policy Resolution CA19.02.06h

Approved by the 2019 Churchwide Assembly.

RESOLVED:

To receive with gratitude the memorials from the Northwest Washington, Rocky Mountain, Metropolitan Chicago, 
Southeastern Iowa, Western Iowa, South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, Southeast Michigan, New England, and Delaware-
Maryland synods concerning protecting the human rights of Palestinian children;

To urge ELCA members and the presiding bishop to correspond with the U.S. president, the U.S. Department of State and 
members of Congress, asking them to:

a) urge the State of Israel to guarantee basic due process rights in the Israeli military court system; respect the absolute
prohibition against torture and ill-treatment in accordance with international law; and carry out its operations and
procedures, from the moment of arrest, in accordance with international juvenile justice standards; and

b) fully implement and enforce established law, including the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act, by monitoring and tracking gross
human rights violations committed by Israeli armed forces and police and ensuring that the U.S. military and financial
assistance is provided to the government of Israel in accordance with internationally recognized human rights standards;

To request that the “Peace Not Walls” campaign create a resource enabling congregations to learn more about the lives of 
Palestinian children and how Israel is spending U.S. military assistance to detain Palestinian children; and

To urge the presiding bishop and the bishops and staff of every ELCA synod to advocate with federal elected officials, 
encouraging them to:

a) ensure that U.S. taxpayer funds not support military detention, interrogation, abuse or ill-treatment of Palestinian
children, and

b) support legislation, such as H.R. 2407 (116th Congress), that prohibits U.S. foreign aid to be used in ways that violate
human rights for Palestinian children.




