


2C. “T love to dance, sing Or play ah instrument”
(Spiritual Gift: Creative Expression -Music)

It's in the Bibie: Psalm 149:3

Agctivities for discovering and nurcuring this gife:

+ Sponsor and promote weekly or seasonal programs for nurturing creative
arts. Provide space for teachers to provide instruction in dance, drama voice
and musical instruments.

o Make arrangements for children to share their musical gifts during
congregational worship and other intergenerational or age specific
gatherings. They might provide the prelude, postiude or other special music.

o Give children an opportunity to assist in leading or accompanying songs.
Encourage a time of practice and apprenticeships in this area.

« Provide age-appropriate orientations to Lutheran worship, musical traditions
and rituals and hymns to inspire their hearts and minds on any given day.

2d. “T love to write poems, prayers ahd stories”
(Spiritual Gift: Creative Faith Expression - Writing)
It's in the Bible: Luke 1: 2
Activities for discovering and nurturing this gift:

« |nvite children to write prayers to pray in worship

« Recruit children to contribute articles for a Sunday School or church news
letter.

« Invite children to write and illustrate their own books, sharing their own faith
stories or retelling Bible stories. (Many stores now carry hard cover blank
books.)

« Encourage children to use prayer journals or diaries to nurture their ongoing
“one-to-one” relationship with God.

3. “Ilove to encourage peopie who are having a hard time!”
(Spiritual Gift: Encouragement)
It’s in the Bible: Colossians 2:2a

Activities for discovering and nurturing this gift:

« Provide occasions for children to mentor each other in a specific task or
situation. Pair children with perceived emotional, social or physical
challenges with those who are known for their kindness and sensitivity to
others.

» Offer resources to model ways children can be an advocate or a voice for
the needs and concerns of others, e.g. writing or contacting members of
their town councils and representatives in congress.

« Invite children to join adults in regularly walking around areas in your
community and praying for specific people and needs they observe.

» Teach children to use thoughtful care in performing random acts of kindness
for those around them.
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5.

6.

“I love to tell people about Jesus and invite thetn to know him,
£00.”
(Spiritual Gift: Evangelism)
It's in the Bible: Psalm 71:17
Activities for discovering and nurturing this gife:
» Give children opportunities to talk about what they think God is saying to
them in Bible lessons.
» Plan a special program or event and encourage children role play ways they
might invite their friends to come.
» Invite children to design postcards that can be distributed to friends to
encourage them and invite them to come to programs at your church.
» Plan programs for children to learn skills for living, coping and making
choices that will project a lifestyle that's Christ's style.

“T love o0 foliow Jesus and (ook for things that God is doing in my
life”
(Spiritual Gift: Faith)
It’s in the Bible: Hebrews 11:1
Activitles For discovering and nurturing this gift:
« Provide opportunities for children to learn about God's presence and activity
in the lives of people throughout history.
» Help children learn and interpret the meaning of the Apostle’s Creed and the
Nicene Creed in relevant and age-appropriate ways.
+ Communicate the importance of children in your faith community and the
significant perspectives and practices of faith they have to share.
» Request and regard the faith statements of children as you seek direction
and insights for our congregational ministries.

“1 tove to share what God has given me!”

(Spiritual Gift: Giving)

It’s in the Bible: Il Corinthians 9:8

Activities for discovering and nurturing this gife:

« Nurture an attitude of gratitude and an understanding that they have been
blessed to be a blessing. Teach them the offertory prayer in the settings for
worship in the Lutheran Book of Worship.

+ Provide opportunities for learning concrete skills and perspectives for the
healthy stewardship of time, talent and resources.

» Engage children in all congregational opportunities for giving. Include age-
appropriate lessons and activities for nurturing a greater understanding and
commitment to share what they have first been given.

« Offer ongoing opportunities to address the needs of others, e.g. Collect
gently-used toys, stuffed animals, baby clothes for use in shelters, crisis
nurseries, fire and police stations.









