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This booklet is intended to assist your congregation in celebrating International Women’s Day,  

whether through a special offering or worship service, a social media campaign or a virtual “book drive.”

QUESTIONS? Email or call Global Church Sponsorship at globalchurch@elca.org or 800-638-3522, ext. 2820.

Women have the greatest potential 
to bring about lasting change

in their communities.
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The Campaign for the ELCA is a five-year effort to raise nearly  

$200 million in support of new and expanded churchwide ministries, 

including International Women Leaders, by Jan. 31, 2019. 

Learn more at ELCA.org/campaign.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN LEADERS

Since the beginning of the ELCA, more than 900 
individuals have received scholarship support to 
complete their studies at colleges, universities and 
seminaries in the United States and around the world 
through the International Leaders program. As of 2013, 
less than 30 percent of these recipients were women, 
a product of a disproportionate number of female 
applicants and nominees from our global companions. 

Launched in 2014, the International Women Leaders 
initiative, a priority of The Campaign for the ELCA, grows 
out of this well-established program as a way to intensify 
our efforts to provide opportunities specifically for 
women from our global companion churches. With 
a goal of $4 million, the initiative seeks to provide 
education and training opportunities for more than  
200 women by Jan. 31, 2019. 

Already, more than 115 international women have 
participated in the program through training, 
networking and educational opportunities, including 
special seminars in Wittenberg, Germany. What’s more, 
the 2016-2017 academic year marked the first time in 
ELCA history that more than 50 percent of International 
Leaders scholarship recipients are women. 

While we have made great strides, together, we can do 
more. Through the campaign, all of us can step forward 
in our commitment to gender justice and intensify our 
efforts to provide educational opportunities for women 
from around the world. After their studies, the graduates 
will return to their home countries ready to assume 
important leadership roles in church and society — from 
becoming a bishop to winning the Nobel Peace Prize.
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Get started!

$45
Help a future leader start the semester on the right foot by 

providing the gift of a textbook. Consider setting a goal, such 

as number of textbooks, one textbook for every three members, 

etc., depending on the size of your congregation and average 

attendance. See page 5 for a virtual book drive guide. 

$2,500
Sponsor the participation of a woman from one of our global companion 

churches in a seminar focused on church leadership, global Lutheran 

identity, the role of women in church and society, and women’s justice.

$10,000
Provide five International Leaders with education and training awards, 

allowing them to further their education at an institution in their home 

country or at another institution in a neighboring country.

$112,000
Support an international woman with a four-year academic 

scholarship, including tuition, room and board, and health 

insurance. Or, $28,000 for one year’s tuition and related costs.

 
Invite
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Each textbook costs 

approximately $45, 

so consider setting 

a goal – number 

of textbooks, one 

textbook for every 

three members, etc.  

– depending on 

the size of your 

congregation and 

average attendance. 

Say thanks!
Once your book drive is finished, let your congregation know the final total(s)  
and the impact of their giving.

Share the story of one International Women Leaders scholarship recipient, Sarah Abendanon, 
in your congregation’s newsletter or bulletin insert. Sarah’s story can be downloaded at ELCA.org/
Resources/ELCA-Global-Church-Sponsorship under the “IWL” tab. The story booklet can also  
be downloaded at ELCA.org/Resources/ELCA-Global-Church-Sponsorship under the “IWL” tab. 

Show the International Women Leaders video, also located at  
ELCA.org/Resources/ELCA-Global-Church-Sponsorship under the “IWL” tab. 

Create Global Church or International Women Leaders bookmarks to distribute to those who 
participated as a thank you.  



Name(s):________________________
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Share some of your favorite posts – or your congregation’s  

activities for the day – on the ELCA’s social media pages.

  Facebook.com/Lutherans     Twitter.com/ELCA
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LITANIES
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PRAYER PETITIONS
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RESOURCES

Meet some of the women making up the first class of International 

Women Leaders scholarship recipients and hear their stories. 

Consider showing this video as part of your International 

Women’s Day worship service, as part of a “thank you” after 

International Women’s Day and on your social media page(s).

Use the International Women’s Day bulletin insert as a way to 
announce the congregation’s participation leading up to your 
celebration, as well as on your celebration day. The bulletin insert 
provides a variety of ways individuals may get involved in this 
special initiative.

Learn more. Give today.

ELCA, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

Make checks payable to

“ELCA Global Church Sponsorship” and note

“International Women Leaders GCS5000” on the memo line.

www.ELCA.org/InternationalLeaders

International 

Women Leaders

Boldly investing in the education 

and future of women

Raise up and celebrate

Wednesday, 

March 8
International

Women’s Day
Join us as we

“This scholarship opportunity has 

  shaped me to become a 

  leader.”
– Sthela Hanitrinirina

   Malagasy Lutheran Church  – Madagascar

   2015 scholarship recipient, Luther College

for an awakening to the expansive power and capacity

our sisters have in transforming the world.

 erence education has made in your life and

inspire women across the globe. Share your story on

Facebook.com/Lutherans or Twitter.com/ELCA

using #ELCAWomen.

to invest in the education of women. Donate online at

www.ELCA.org/InternationalLeaders.

The Global Church Story Series can be downloaded at  
ELCA.org/Resources/ELCA-Global-Church-Sponsorship under 
the “IWL” tab. This resource features stories of International 
Women Leaders scholarship recipients, as well as a highlight 
of the Wittenberg seminars, which may be used to share the 
impact of your congregation’s efforts.

Use the International Women’s Day book drive cut-out as a way  
to visually show the impact of giving during your celebration.

Download these and other resources at  
ELCA.org/Resources/ELCA-Global-Church-Sponsorship  
under the “IWL” tab.



ELCA Global Church Sponsorship
8765 West Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60631-4101

800-638-3522, ext. 2820

ELCA.org/globalchurch  
globalchurch@elca.org


