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Weaving a
new life

Eunice lives in Nairobi, the capital 
city of Kenya, where she used to 
struggle to earn enough money to 
keep herself and her daughter fed.

That was before Pangani Lutheran 
Children Center welcomed the 
little girl into the center’s boarding 
school and paid for her tuition, 
fees and supplies. Life was 
improving for Eunice’s daughter, 
but Eunice herself still struggled.

Then Pangani began working 
with Eunice to help her toward a 
sustainable livelihood. Through 
the center, Eunice received a 
microloan and learned to weave. 
Now she has a full-time job, earning 
a steady income. Eunice repaid 
her loan in order to help other 
women get the same opportunity 
she once had for a fresh start. 

“I can now earn [an income] 
and [provide] for family needs,” 
Eunice says. “I can also take 
care of my sister’s two boys who 
were left under my care.”

Pangani Lutheran Children Center is 
supported by ELCA World Hunger. 
The program provides opportunities 
for children who lack the resources 
for regular meals or do not have 
the chance to attend school. The 
center also works with the students’ 
families to address the root causes 
of poverty – providing microloans, 
vocational training and adult 
education to parents. Your gifts to 
ELCA World Hunger will help provide 
opportunities for a better future for 
many other families like Eunice’s.

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and  
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the  
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card at 
www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

N I C A R A G U A
www.ELCA.org/hunger

A family
farm

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and  
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the  
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card at 
www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

Oliven González proudly shows her 
vegetable garden and fruit trees 
saying, “What I used to buy, now I 
can grow myself. We have enough 
for ourselves and then some to sell 
at the market, too.”

“The food for our family has 
changed since we got involved in 
this project. Our girls are eating 
better now,” says Oliven, mother of 
three young daughters.

The project Oliven mentions is 
supported by your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger, working with The 

Lutheran World Federation and 
local partner ADEES. The project’s 
workshops helped Oliven’s family 
and neighbors learn to grow fruit 
trees and vegetables, make organic 
fertilizers, raise chickens and set 
up small irrigation systems. Now, 
Oliven and many others in her 
area have become successful fruit 
and vegetable farmers.

Oliven is pleased to report that the 
whole González family is involved: 
“My husband and I work as a team 
and the girls help, too.”

S O U T H  S U D A N
www.ELCA.org/disaster

Safe  
refuge

Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response help 
the church respond to the needs of people and 
communities after a disaster strikes. Working 
in collaboration with other disaster response 
organizations and church entities enables the 
wisest use of resources and most effective 
response.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

Make your check payable to “Lutheran 
Disaster Response” or “South Sudan 
Conflict Response” if you would like  
your gift to be used toward this work.
Place your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card at 
www.ELCA.org/disaster. 

In December 2013, violence erupted 
in the new nation of South Sudan. 
More than 1 million people have been 
displaced from their homes within the 
country, and another 500,000 people 
have crossed borders to neighboring 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Chad and Uganda. 

Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster 
Response are at work in partnership 
with The Lutheran World Federation, 
responding to the needs of people 
fleeing South Sudan. People like 
Rachel Abduk. 

Rachel’s husband and children 
were killed when fighting broke 
out near their town. Despite losing 
her family, her home and her 
belongings, Rachel was able to 
travel to a refugee camp. There, 
Rachel was provided with shelter 
materials, clothing, bedding and 
cooking supplies. She also received 
a kit for water and sanitation.

Providing for basic needs is one of 
the ways that Lutheran Disaster 
Response has committed to walking 
with our brothers and sisters affected 
by this crisis. We have already 
contributed more than $700,000 to 
assist people who have taken refuge 
in South Sudan, as well as those who 
are fleeing to neighboring countries.

Because of people like you, Lutheran 
Disaster Response is able to help 
those who seek hope because of 
violence. Your gifts help provide 
healing to people like Rachel.  
Thank you!

Paul Jeffrey/ACT

Lutheran Disaster Response

U G A N D A
www.ELCA.org/malaria

Savings 
and smiles

Your gifts to the ELCA Malaria Campaign are 
at work with 13 Lutheran partners in Africa. 
Together, we are uniquely positioned to help 
provide mosquito nets, education, testing, 
medication and more toward ending deaths 
from this disease.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA Malaria Campaign.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA Malaria Campaign 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card at 
www.ELCA.org/malaria. 

“I lost my first-born child due to 
malaria,” remembers Ester Akiror. 
Before the malaria program came 
to the Katakwi district of Uganda, 
many children were dying because of 
this treatable, preventable disease. 

The ELCA Malaria Campaign, in 
partnership with The Lutheran 
World Federation, is helping to 
change that. Community leaders 
have been trained to prevent 
malaria, recognize its symptoms 
and even test and treat the disease. 
This brings malaria programming 
to the local level, and families and 
communities are seeing the results. 

Ester now shares, “[My] children 
are healthy and they no longer 
fall sick. We sleep well and they 
also can go to school.” As part of 
the malaria program, Ester has 
also joined a savings group. 

She explains, “For the savings group, 
leaders mobilized people in groups 
and each member contributed for 
books, a savings box and pens. Then 
members started saving. Some were 
selected to do the bookkeeping, and 
the money was lent to members 
to do business. They would then 
return the money and after three 
months, we shared the profits.”

Ester gives thanks: “I am happy 
because my children are no longer ill 
and I can save money to feed them 
well. I used some of my savings to 
do gardening. I bought a goat and 
I can afford milk for the family.”

Your gifts to the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign are helping to end 
deaths from malaria and create 
sustainable change in communities 
and families like Ester’s. 



MOZAMBIQUE
www.ELCA.org/malaria

Reproducible
Stories 2014-2015

Use these stories in your Sunday bulletins, newsletters and  
other communications to highlight the lifesaving work made possible  

by gifts to ELCA World Hunger and the ELCA Malaria Campaign.  
Visit www.ELCA.org/hunger for more stories.

Reproduce this piece on the back of your favorite story or 
as a stand-alone update about ELCA World Hunger.

ELCAMA1243

One in five people in our world today 
live in extreme poverty, living on less 
than $1.25 per day. As members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), we are called to respond.

Working with ELCA congregations and 
organizations in the United States, 
and Lutheran companion churches 
and partners in nearly 60 countries 
overseas, ELCA World Hunger starts by 
listening to the needs of our neighbors 
and receiving their ideas to break the 
cycle of hunger and poverty. Then, 
we work alongside our neighbors to 
help make those dreams a reality. 

From microloans to health clinics, water 
wells to animal husbandry programs, 
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 

innovative solutions that get at the root 
causes of hunger. And they don’t stop 
there. We engage Lutherans in advocacy 
and hunger education to act and speak 
in ways that can make a difference.

Our goal is to raise $20 million in 2015 
to support programs identified by our 
global partners. We rely on your gifts. 
ELCA World Hunger is exclusively 
funded by contributions from ELCA 
members and congregations. 

Please give today. Make your check payable 
to “ELCA World Hunger.” Place your gift in 
your congregation’s offering plate or mail 
it to: ELCA World Hunger, P.O. Box 71764, 
Chicago, IL 60694-1764. To give online with 
a credit card or become a Monthly Partner, 
please visit www.ELCA.org/hunger/donate.

ELCA WORLD HUNGER

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
www.ELCA.org/hunger

Eating better
in Chicago

Verdell brings not only a warm 
smile to the food pantry not far 
from her home, but also her 
elderly mother, who was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s 10 years ago.

Verdell, who lives with rheumatoid 
arthritis, had a good office job 
in downtown Chicago until her 
company outsourced the department. 
This made it possible for Verdell 
to care for her mother full time.

The food pantry she and her mother 
visit monthly is a big help. “We do 
eat better when we come here. It’s 
harder and harder to get out with 
mother, but the people here always 
make us welcome,” Verdell says. 
Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger 
help support the Oak Park River 
Forest Food Pantry, which offers 
its comprehensive services and 

programs annually to thousands 
of families from Chicago’s West 
Side and near west suburbs.

Verdell says that caring for her 
mother is a challenge, but she 
handles it gracefully – after all, she 
learned from the best. “My mother 
always took care of everybody when 
they needed her, bringing children 
and grandchildren to live with 
her until she lost her house in the 
mortgage crisis. I’m glad she’s with 
me. Sometimes she forgets her own 
name, but she never forgets mine.”

And then she smiles again. “And 
sometimes, we just dance.”

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and  
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the  
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card at 
www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

courtesy OPRF Food Pantry

CAMBODIA
www.ELCA.org/hunger

Animals
and  
income

Chhorn Chhoeut and her husband, 
hardworking farmers and parents of 
eight, often struggled to provide for 
their large family. There just wasn’t 
enough money to make ends meet.

Then Chhorn took part in a 
community group organized by 
our local partner in Cambodia, Life 
With Dignity, which is supported by 
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger. 
The group helped her and her 
neighbors learn effective skills 
for caring for livestock, running 
a business, taking care of their 
families’ health and much more. 

Soon Chhorn was elected to the 
village development committee. She 
and her neighbors established a 
co-op that helped provide families 
in need with 10 chickens and a pair 
of pigs to start their own business.

Last year, Chhorn and her husband 
sold enough of their own chicks and 
piglets to earn a profit, and they 
have high hopes for the future.

“I feel happier because we have 
some regular sources of income 
now,” Chhorn says. With the help of 
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, 
Chhorn and her husband are now 
able to provide for their family 
and work toward a better life.

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and  
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the  
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card at 
www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

JERUSALEM
www.ELCA.org/hunger

An  
unexpected
blessing

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and  
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the  
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card at 
www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

Little Asmah, who lives with  
her family in Gaza, was recently 
diagnosed with cancer. The 
hospital in Gaza City did not 
have the facilities to treat her, 
but the doctors told her parents 
that Augusta Victoria Hospital 
in Jerusalem did. Your gifts to 
ELCA World Hunger help support 
Augusta Victoria Hospital 
through The Lutheran World 
Federation.

Asmah’s family applied for travel 
permits so they could enter 
Israel for her care, but only 
the child and her grandparents 
were allowed to come. Asmah’s 
parents had to stay behind.

Asmah’s treatment would take 
just a few minutes each day 
for several weeks, but delays at 

the border could put her at great 
risk. The hospital provided lodging 
for Asmah and her grandparents, 
and Asmah began her course of 
treatment.

During the family’s stay, Asmah’s 
grandmother was shocked to learn 
that she had diabetes. But Augusta 
Victoria Hospital has an excellent 
diabetes program, and she was 
treated. Both grandparents took part 
in classes to learn how to manage 
her condition at home.

Now Asmah and her grandparents 
are back home in Gaza, reunited 
with their family and friends, glad 
that their stay at Augusta Victoria 
Hospital held more blessings than 
they had expected.

K. Brown


