
C E N T R A L  A F R I C A N  R E P U B L I C

www.ELCA.org/disaster

Rebuilding homes  
in the Central  
African Republic

Lutheran Disaster Response

In summer 2013, the rebel group 
known as Séléka overthrew the Central 
African Republic government, sparking 
retaliation by the anti-Balaka alliance. 
For almost two years, the country, 
which has a history of unrest, was 
affected by violence and insecurity, with 
thousands of people killed and almost 
1 million people left without homes.

When the fighting started in Bohong, 
Theodore, now 17 years old, and his uncle’s 
family fled into the bush. Theodore is the 
oldest of nine children, all of whom are in 
the care of their uncle after their father’s 
death. One day, Theodore was in Bohong 
and heard about a house reconstruction 
project from people in town. When he 
attended church the following Sunday, 
he learned more about a home building 
project being implemented by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Central 

African Republic and Lutheran Disaster 
Response. The project aims to assist 600 
households in rebuilding their homes 
that were destroyed during the conflict. 

Theodore told his uncle about the project 
and decided to move back to Bohong to 
build a house for his family. He formed 
a group with four people and together 
they made bricks for the home. The 
tools and water pumps used to make the 
bricks were provided by the rebuilding 
assistance project. The project offered 
Theodore the opportunity to build a house 
large enough for his family of nine.

“Soon my new house will be finished 
and my family can return home and my 
younger siblings and cousins can focus 
on finishing school,” says Theodore.

Make your check payable to  
“Lutheran Disaster Response.” Place 
your gift in your congregation’s 
offering plate or mail it to:  
ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.ELCA.org/disaster. 

Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response help the 
church respond to the needs of people after a 
disaster strikes. Working in collaboration with other 
disaster-response organizations and church entities, 
this enables the greatest stewardship of resources 
and maximum impact of response.

 Will you help with your gift today?

YES! I would like to support ELCA 
Lutheran Disaster Response. DDG0060 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

WHF15
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N E P A L
www.ELCA.org/hunger

Starting 
with
children

Peter Thapa Magar arrived at the 
orphanage of Maybert School 
when he was just 2 years old. 
His father had passed away and 
his mother and grandparents 
were unable to care for him 
and his three older brothers. 

Maybert was founded in 2002 
as a Christian school to provide 
education for children from varying 
backgrounds, including children 
who are without parents, like Peter. 
Through an ELCA World Hunger 
grant, Maybert and a network of 
Christian schools in Nepal are able 
to provide scholarships for children 
and provide training for teachers 
to improve the quality of education 
at the schools. In a country where 
poverty is still pervasive, where 

the caste system controls people’s 
lives, and where opportunities for 
education and work, are limited, 
this school is making a strong 
difference starting with children.  

Peter is now in preschool. Shabina 
Thapa Kayastha, principal of 
Marybert, says Peter is doing well. 
“He is a self-disciplined child. In 
comparison to the other children, he 
started his schooling a little late, but 
he’s improving his studies. He’s an 
enthusiastic child. He likes to play 
football. And he says he wants to 
drive a bulldozer when he grows up.”

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and 
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the 
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. WHG0038 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

WHF15

B A N G L A D E S H
www.ELCA.org/hunger

The light  
of life 

Saleha was living with a severe 
visual impairment in her left eye, 
but due to the cost of treatment, 
she was unable to have it diagnosed. 
The majority of eye-care facilities 
in her home country of Bangladesh 
are also in major cities, which 
would be a long trip from her 
small village in Patgram at the 
very northern tip of the country.

After hearing about an eye-care 
center operated by Rangpur 
Dinajpur Rural Service (RDRS), 
Saleha visited their outreach clinic 
in her area and was able to see an 
ophthalmic paramedic. RDRS, a 
development agency addressing the 
needs of people in the Rangpur-
Dinajpur region, was started by The 

Lutheran World Federation in 1972 
following the war of independence 
in Bangladesh. The service is now an 
independent non-profit organization 
supported by ELCA World Hunger.  

After her examination, Saleha was 
told she needed an operation to repair 
the damage in her eye. She received 
the operation free of charge. The day 
after her surgery, she was overjoyed 
to discover she could already see with 
her previously blind eye. Without 
the support of RDRS, Saleha and 
many others would never have the 
opportunity to see the light of life.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and 
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the 
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. WHG0038 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

WHF15

UGANDA
www.ELCA.org/malaria

Improved  
access  
to care

“Before the malaria program began,” says 
Owikin Jackson, “we used to frequent the 
hospital.” Malaria was a constant presence 
in the lives of Jackson and his family, who 
live in Kamenu, a small village in Uganda. 

Jackson continues: “But then the Lutheran 
malaria program came [supported by the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign], and the village 
health team members, trained volunteers 
on malaria prevention and treatment, came 
to our home to help us. My daughter-in-law, 
Kiyai, received a net and slept under the 
net while pregnant. Our village health team 
member helped her to get her government 
pre-natal care papers, so she could access 
good malaria care.” Expectant mothers 
have a high risk of contracting malaria, but 
Kiyai was able to take preventive malaria 
medication during her pregnancy to ensure 
she and her child would remain healthy. 

After Jackson’s family began participating 
in the program, they noticed significant 
changes in their health. “The cases of 
malaria in my household have reduced!” 
Jackson says. “Now, the moment I notice 
any child having a fever, I do not waste 
time. I rush the child directly to the village 
health team member for testing and 
treatment. I used to have to travel long 
distances to access treatment, but now 
I can just go to the village health team 
member. That’s why I am very thankful 
to the ELCA and The Lutheran World 
Federation for supporting this program.”

And the best news of all? According to 
Jackson, “My granddaughter, Otimon 
Evaline, is now 8 months old and she 
has never had malaria! We are very 
thankful for her good health.”

WHF15

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA Malaria Campaign.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.ELCA.org/malaria. 

Your gifts to the ELCA Malaria Campaign are 
at work through 13 Lutheran companions 
and partners in Africa. We are uniquely 
positioned to help provide mosquito nets, 
education, testing, medication and more to 
help eliminate deaths from this disease.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support the
ELCA Malaria Campaign. MIG0003 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________



Reproducible 
Stories 2015

Use these stories in your Sunday bulletins, newsletters and other communications 
to highlight the lifesaving work made possible by gifts to ELCA World Hunger,  

ELCA Malaria Campaign and Lutheran Disaster Response.  
Visit www.ELCA.org/hunger/stories for these and additional stories.

Reproduce this piece on the back of your favorite story 
 or as a stand-alone update about ELCA World Hunger.

ELCAMA1275

Nearly 1 billion of our neighbors – one in eight people 
in our world today – live in poverty. As members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we are 
called to respond. Working with our neighbors in the 
United States and in nearly 60 countries around the world, 
ELCA World Hunger starts by listening to the needs of 
our neighbors and getting their ideas to break the cycle of 
hunger and poverty. Then we work alongside them to make 
those dreams a reality. From microloans to health clinics, 
water wells to animal husbandry programs, your gifts to 
ELCA World Hunger support innovative solutions that get 
at the root causes of hunger. And they don’t stop there. 
We engage Lutherans in advocacy and hunger education 
to act and speak in ways that can make a difference.

In 2015, our goal is to raise $22.5 million to support 
programs in the United States and those identified 
by our global partners. We rely on your gifts – 
ELCA World Hunger is funded solely by gifts from 
people like you and congregations like yours.

Give today.

Make your check  
payable to “ELCA  
World Hunger.”  
Place your gift in your 
congregation’s offering 
plate or mail it to: 

ELCA
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a 
credit card or become 
a Monthly Partner by 
visiting www.ELCA.org/
hunger/donate.

E L C A  W O R L D  H U N G E R

PERU
www.ELCA.org/hunger

Huch´uy Runa  
in Peru

 
 
Every weekday, 120 elementary school 
children gather at the Help the Children 
Association School. While each child 
has a different backstory, they each 
share a common denominator: They 
all come from areas of extreme 
poverty around and in the ancient 
Incan capital city of Cusco, Peru. 

The school, commonly known as 
“Huch´uy Runa,” opened more than 30 
years ago to attend to the most basic 
needs of homeless children in Cusco. 
In Quechua, “Runa” means a whole, 
integral, important well-rounded person 
who contributes to the well-being of 
the community. “Huch´uy” means little, 
therefore “Huch´uy Runa” means little 
important person. The children carry 
the huch´uy runa identity with pride 
despite the socio-economic and
family circumstances against them.

Not only is Huch´uy Runa a primary 
school, it also serves as a trade skill 
school for the children. For many of 
them, attending school past the sixth 
grade is not guaranteed because they 
may have to go to work to support 
their family. Huch´uy Runa has several 
apprentice-style workshops where 
all the children learn a trade skill, 
whether it is in carpentry, metalwork, 
pottery, bakery, knitting-weaving, or 
art, in order to support themselves 
and their families and attempt to 
rise out of economic poverty.

One of the teachers said of the school, 
“[It] is like a family trying to equip 
the children to be able to survive and 
succeed in life, hoping to build a solid 
base on which they can stand.”

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and 
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the 
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. WHG0038 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

WHF15

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
www.ELCA.org/hunger

Table
service

A free meal, time of prayer and 
opportunities to serve and be 
served are what is offered weekly 
at Shobi’s Table – a food truck that 
serves homeless and near-homeless 
residents of St. Paul, Minn. 

Pastor Margaret Mary Kelley and 
Noah have both been there from the 
beginning. Noah, once homeless in 
the Twin Cities, was keenly aware of 
the limited dietary options for those 
living on extreme margins. Together, 
they worked to find a solution.

Their solution came in the form of a 
food truck – a vehicle that would allow 
them to serve freshly prepared meals 
and bring food to the community at a 
location that was a natural gathering 
place for many. Pastor Margaret and 
Noah have been able to serve around 
75-100 neighbors a week since 2014. 

“When the church does community 
well, we do it well,” shared Pastor 
Margaret. “We come around the 
table to gather for lunch and God’s 
meal; people need a lot of both.”

Community is at the heart of Shobi’s 
Table’s mission. What is Shobi’s 
Table’s hope for the future?  Their 
long-term goal is to acquire a bus 
that would offer indoor and outdoor 
seating to protect their patrons from 
the cold Minnesota winter months and 
to expand their offerings to include 
vocational training. Each plan is 
designed to lead them one step closer 
to accomplishing their mission – to 
provide food, friendship, faith and 
employment skills to the homeless 
and near-homeless people of St. Paul.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and 
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the 
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. WHG0038 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

WHF15

SENEGAL
www.ELCA.org/hunger

Livelihood in
all seasons

A lot has changed in 10 years for 
Fulani herders located on the outskirts 
of Linguere, Senegal. It was a decade 
ago when hunger and poverty were a 
daily reality at the start of every dry 
season, which lasts for eight months 
of the year. During this season it was 
practically impossible to get milk 
from the community’s cows and there 
was never enough to drink or sell.

Ramata Ka, a wife and mother in the 
village of Klimbe, used the milk for 
nutrition and sold what was left to 
pay for her children’s education and 
medical needs. Many times, the milk 
produced by the cows was not enough. 

In response, Lutheran Development 
Services in Senegal, in partnership 
with local experts, worked with the 
community to create a special crossbreed 
of the Zebu cow and Holstein bull that 

produces 10 liters of milk per day, five 
times more than their Zebu mothers. 
As part of this program, Ramata was 
able to crossbreed her local cow to 
create a higher-producing dairy cow.

In addition, the community formed 
a cooperative where members care 
for the cows, collect and deliver the 
milk to the processing unit where it is 
processed into pasteurized milk, yogurt 
and butter and sold in the community. 

Now, Ramata and her family have a 
sustainable livelihood, regardless of the 
season. “Thanks to the crossbred dairy 
cows, the program improves the conditions 
for my family and others, provides food 
rations for my family, my children’s 
education and my family’s medical needs.”

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.ELCA.org/hunger. 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that fight hunger and 
poverty in nearly 60 countries around the 
world, including the United States. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. WHG0038 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100.
  Other $____________

WHF15

Photo Credit


