Reproducible
Stories 2019
Use these stories in your Sunday bulletins, newsletters and other
communications to highlight the lifesaving work made possible by
gifts to ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response.
Visit ELCA.org/hunger/resources for these and additional stories.
Reproduce the piece below on the back of your favorite story
or as a stand-alone update about ELCA World Hunger.

ELCA WORLD HUNGER
More than 820 million people in our world today are undernourished. As members of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are called to respond. Working with
our neighbors in the United States and in more than 60 countries around the world,
we start by listening and learning about how we can accompany them to help break
the cycle of hunger and poverty — for good. From water wells to animal husbandry,
microloans to health clinics, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support innovative
solutions that get at the root causes of hunger. And they don’t stop there. We engage
Lutherans in advocacy and hunger education to act and speak in ways that can make
a difference. We rely on your gifts. ELCA World Hunger is funded solely by gifts from
ELCA members and congregations such as yours. Thank you for making this work
possible through learning, action, prayer and giving.

Give Today
Mail

Make your check payable to “ELCA
World Hunger.” Place your gift in your
congregation’s offering plate or mail it to:

ELCA, P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

Online

Give online with a credit card
or become a Monthly Partner
at ELCA.org/hunger/donate.

Phone

800-638-3522
ELCAMA1399

In late 2018, wildfires raged across
both northern and southern California,
destroying thousands of homes and nearly
wiping out the town of Paradise. Through
your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response,
you are walking alongside Californians
impacted by these devastating fires.
Lutheran Disaster Response is working
with Lutheran Social Services of Southern
California, Lutheran Social Services
of Northern California and the ELCA
synods in California to respond to the
fires. Your gifts have already helped
survivors with essentials like groceries.
In the months to come, we will continue
to work with our partners to address
long-term needs, such as rebuilding
homes, replacing lost property and
providing emotional and spiritual care.
Lutheran Disaster Response also works
alongside other organizations to fill
unmet needs. In northern California, the
furniture company Living Spaces worked
with Faith Lutheran Church in Chico
to enroll more than 200 survivors in a
program to receive free mattresses.

When trucks from southern California
arrived carrying the donated mattresses,
the people of Faith Lutheran distributed
them to evacuees who had secured a
place to sleep. But the people of Faith
didn't just deliver a bed; they offered
a loving presence, an opportunity for
prayer and a $100 gift card from Lutheran
Disaster Response and Lutheran Social
Services of Northern California, so
evacuees could buy sheets, a pillow and
a blanket to go with their new mattress.
"As soon as I got the bed, I bought myself
sheets and a comforter with the gift card,"
said Julia, who was staying with a friend.
"That night was the first night since the
fire that I slept for more than five hours.
For the first time since the fire, I had
something that was truly my own."
The road to recovery from the wildfires is
expected to be a long one. Thank you for
standing by survivors for as long as it takes.
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WHF19

Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response
help the church respond to th e needs of
people after a disaster strikes. Working in
collaboration with other disaster response
organizations and church entities enables
the greatest stewardship of resources and
maximum impact of response.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
Lutheran Disaster Response (DDG0060).

D I have enclosed my gift of$100.
D I have enclosed my gift of$250.
D Other$______

Mail

Make your check payable to
"Lutheran Disaster Response."
Place your gift in your
congregation's offering
plate or mail it to:

ELCA
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Online

ELCA.org/disaster/donate

Phone

800-638-3522

•1t.

·��o

Lutheran Disaster Response
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

God's work. Our hands.
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