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MUSIC  (To be played during silence) 
This We Know	 © Earthsongs   Ron Jeffers/Words Chief Seattle

REPENTANCE
PRESIDER:  Creator and Redeemer, 
As we approach you in prayer, 
Make us walk in beauty and balance. 
Make us open our hearts and minds. 
Make us speak the truth. 
We pray first for your Community, the Church, 
The Body of Christ. 
We pray for all our relatives in the circle of life 
Throughout all Creation; 
For those chosen to be our leaders; 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God:

VOICE 1 (Native): An excerpt from the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery from the 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly in 2016. “To repudiate explicitly and clearly the European-
derived doctrine of discovery as an example of the “improper mixing of the power of the 
church and the power of the sword”, and to acknowledge and repent from this church’s 
complicity in the evils of colonialism in the Americas, which continue to harm tribal 
governments and individual tribal members. 

VOICE 2 (Non-Native):  Christians have often focused on what separated them from 
Native people rather than looking for what united them. Their failures to find a uniting 
front resulted in the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Native people and the forced 
assimilation of people. We deeply regret the decisions that resulted in these atrocities. 
Following the 2016 Resolution we affirm that our congregation and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America will eliminate the doctrine of discovery from its contemporary 
rhetoric and programs, electing to practice accompaniment with native peoples instead of 
a missionary endeavor to them, allowing these partnerships to mutually enrich indigenous 
communities and the ministries of the ELCA.

PRESIDER:  Let us pray (moment of silence) 

ALL:  O God of mercy, we lament that even good actions of reform and renewal had often 
unintended negative consequences.

PRESIDER:  We bring before you the burdens of the guilt of the past when our 
forbearers did not follow your will that all be one in the truth of the gospel.

ALL:  Teach us and show us the way. 

PRESIDER:  We confess our own ways of thinking and acting that perpetuate the 
divisions of the past. As communities and as individuals, we build many walls around 
us: mental, spiritual,physical and political walls that result in discrimination and violence. 
Forgive us, Lord.

ALL:  Teach us and show us the way. 
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CELEBRATION AND RECONCILIATION

He gave it to them and said:
“Drink this, all of you. This is my blood of the new Covenant which is shed 
For you and for many, to forgive sin.
Do this as often as your drink it, to remember me.”
Bread and wine, Body and Blood, the gifts of God for the people of God. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your people,
Gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
Fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
That we may praise and glorify you
Through your Son Jesus Christ;
Through whom all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Creator, with the Holy Spirit,
In your holy church both now and forever. AMEN

THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESIDER:  And now we say the Nez Perce version of the Lord’s Prayer:

ALL:  Oh Great Spirit, 
You are our Shepherd Chief, 
In the most high place whose home is everywhere, 
Even beyond the stars and moon. 
Whatever You want done let it be done everywhere. 

Give us Your gift of bread day by day. 
Forgive our wrongs as we forgive those who wrong us. 
Take us away from wrong doings. 
Free us from all evil, 
For everything belongs to You. 
Let your power and glory shine forever. Amen

(Written by Hattie Corbett Enos -Nez Perce Elder)

PRESIDER:  In Ezekiel 38:23, “I will magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, and make Myself 
known in the sight of many nations; and they will know that I am the LORD.”  As we 
come together in unity to praise you God our Creator, let us pray each in our own 
language as Jesus has taught us…
(Lord’s prayer will be spoken together as people speak it in their own language)







Please contact the Association if you would like to use the liturgy. We will work 
with your Synod, Congregation, Ministry in helping to create a liturgical and 
educational experience.  We have resources on hand to aid your ministry.

Please consider during the collection of the offering that all or half goes to the 
American Indian/Alaska Native Lutheran Association. This service is being 
used in part as a fundraiser as well as a liturgical experience honoring our 

Native brothers and sisters within the ELCA.  

Pilamaya (Thank You)

Association Officers

President – Pastor Joan Conroy (Oglala Sioux)

Vice President – Pastor Will Voss (Cheyenne River Sioux)

Treasurer- Elizabeth Gaskins ( Muscogee(Creek)

Secretary- Loni Taylor (Chippewa Cree)

Association Email: ELCANATIVE@gmail.com

Contact Liturgy Creator Directly Kelly Sherman-Conroy

kelly@nativitychurch.org or 612-781-2766 ext: 1007

THANK YOU.




