
Declaring ELCA a Sanctuary Church 
Body and Call for Guidance
Social Policy Resolution CA19.02.07

Approved by the 2019 Churchwide Assembly.

RESOLVED:

To receive with gratitude the memorial from the Metropolitan New York Synod concerning sanctuary;

To reaffirm the long-term and growing commitment of this church to migrants and refugees and to the policy questions 
involved, as exemplified most recently in the comprehensive strategy Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, 
Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO);

To recognize that the ELCA in congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization are already taking the actions 
requested by this memorial;

To request that appropriate staff on the AMMPARO team, LIRS, and the Domestic Mission, Global Mission, and 
Mission Advancement units review the existing strategies and practices by the five current sanctuary synods and develop 
a plan for additional tools that provide for education and discernment around sanctuary;

To declare the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America a sanctuary church body; and

To request the ELCA Church Council, in consultation with the appropriate churchwide units and offices, provide 
guidance for the three expressions of this church about what it means to be a sanctuary church body and provide a report 
to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly.




