
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Domestic Mission (DM)
SAWC SUPPORT COVENANT


Partnership Support (P/S) grants from the Domestic Mission unit of the ELCA are churchwide funds that are provided to developing ministries and synodically authorized worshiping communities in support of their ministry of evangelistic outreach and witness for Christ. In addition to financial support, the DM Director for Evangelical Mission and churchwide staff provide support, training, accountability and encouragement; they pray for the SAWC regularly.

In acknowledgement of this partnership, the SAWC…

1. Commits to pray, regularly and publicly in its worship services, for the work of the Church, for bishops, pastors, and leaders, for the ministry of the Director for Evangelical Mission and the DM staff, for other SAWCs and congregations under development or in redevelopment/transformation, and for God’s mission in the world;

2. Agrees to accept the P/S grant specified above for FY ________ (February 1 through January 31) in the amount of $ _____________ and to use the funds solely and exclusively for the purposes and objectives as described in the SAWC Application that was submitted by the DEM on behalf of the SAWC, including any changes that may have been agreed upon with the DEM since the application was filed;

3. Promises to provide, usually through the pastor or ministry leader, a monthly report to the Director for Evangelical Mission via the DM web link, showing how ministry goals and objectives are being implemented and how funds have been spent, and agrees to host ministry reviews, as requested by the Director for Evangelical Mission, including an “end-of-grant” review at the conclusion of the funding cycle;
4. Understands that Partnership Support Grants are made possible by the Mission Support giving (benevolence) of all ELCA Congregations and SAWCs and agrees to adequately share of its own gifts, in most circumstances by sharing at least 10% or more of its offerings in Mission Support to the Synod;

5. Acknowledges that Partnership Support Grants are dependent upon available ELCA budgetary resources, and that grants are usually put on hold when a pastoral vacancy or other significant change in leadership or the ministry occurs;

6. Agrees that the amount specified in # 2 above, added to the total amount of Partnership Support grants received in any prior years, if any, will be returned to  the Domestic Mission unit, out of the remaining assets of the SAWC, if any, if and when the SAWC closes or ceases to be affiliated with the ELCA.  Should the SAWC become a congregation under development and/or an organized congregation, the SAWC grant will be added to the total of any further grants provided to the ministry.  The SAWC further agrees that if sums given to the SAWC exceed $75,000, the SAWC will agree to execute an additional document to legally secure this agreement to return funds as stated above.
7. The SAWC will have the SAWC leadership authorize the pastor or ministry leader and a lay officer to sign this partnership support agreement and will attach a copy of the leadership meeting minutes during which said authorization was made to the signed copy returned to the Domestic Mission unit.
8. Additional agreements and understandings:    __________________________
In the spirit of partnership and shared mission, this covenant has been reviewed and approved by the leadership of the SAWC as attested by the signatures below.

By _________________________________
By _________________________________


   Pastor/Ministry Leader 

                            Lay Officer

Print name: __________________________
Print Name___________________________

Date: _______________________________



Synodically Authorized Community (SAWC):____________________________________


 


Address:          __________________________________





                         __________________________________


 


Phone _____________________ e-mail  ________________________________________





Pastor/Ministry Leader _____________________________________  Since: __________





ELCA ID # _________________ Synod   ________________________________________





DM Prog. & Act. #  _________                   Monthly Reports Rec’d _______________








DM PARTNERSHIP SUPPORT AUTHORIZED:





  FY 20____ $____________ 
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