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“Meeting the needs of today’s generations for food, clothing, and shelter requires a sound 
environment. Action to counter degradation… is essential to the future of our children and our 
children’s children. Time is very short.” 

- ELCA social statement: “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice” 

This summer, ELCA Advocacy asks Lutherans and members of the faith community to 
come together in support of clean air for all of God’s children and the EPA’s proposed 
rules to reduce carbon emissions from existing power plants.  

Why reduce carbon dioxide emissions from power plants? 
+ Power plants are the single largest source of carbon dioxide pollution in the United 

States and contribute greatly to climate change.  
 

+ Climate change is already causing extreme weather events that impact 
communities around the world and pose a threat to global agriculture. 
 

+ Pollution from carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases impacts human health 
and disproportionately affects our most vulnerable friends and neighbors 

Promoting Clean Air for All: EPA draft rules on existing power plants 
The U.S. government has already begun to take positive steps. In February 2014, the EPA 
released a draft rule to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from new power plants. That 
rule is currently out for public comment. 

In June, the EPA announced a second rule to reduce carbon emissions from existing 
power plants as part of a “Clean Power Plan”. States will have the opportunity to work 
with their own regulatory agencies to draft a plan that works for their unique mix of 
power generation and for their own context. 

June 6/2 – EPA announces proposed rules 
June/July Public comment period on draft rules 
July EPA holds public hearings throughout the country 

7/29 – Atlanta/Denver 
7/28 (week of) – Washington, D.C. 
7/31 – Pittsburgh 

Aug. U.S. senators hold town hall meetings in their home states 
Sept.  People’s Climate March in New York City following the U.N. General 

Assembly 
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Lutherans are called to action 

“When we act interdependently and in solidarity with creation, we do justice. We serve 
and keep the earth, trusting its bounty can be sufficient for all, and sustainable.”  

– ELCA social statement: “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice” 

We know from our ministries that extreme weather events have severe impacts on low-
income individuals and communities. We know that climate change has many other 
public health impacts and that these impacts fall hardest on those who are most 
vulnerable, including children and the elderly, and particularly hard on vulnerable 
people who live in poverty. 

The ELCA and our congregations, together with communities of faith around the 
country, are working to reduce our own energy use in recognition of the growing threat 
of climate change; however, we also know that what each of us does out of faith and 
a sense of stewardship is not enough. To reduce our nation’s significant contribution to 
global carbon dioxide emissions, we must act collectively to reduce emissions from 
power plants, refineries and other major sources.   

How you can help! 

+ Sign up for ELCA Advocacy Action Alerts to receive the most up-to-date information 
on the EPA rules. 
 

+ Visit the ELCA Advocacy Action Center and submit a message to the EPA that shows 
your support for the proposed rules on carbon emissions. 

To take action, sign up for ELCA Advocacy News and Alerts by visiting 
www.ELCA.org/advocacy. 

+ Attend a public hearing in your state. 
 

+ Speak about the EPA’s draft rule at a town hall meeting hosted by your senator. 
 

+ Join us for the People’s Climate March in New York City. 

Contact ELCA Advocacy at washingtonoffice@elca.org to find out about Lutheran 
participation in public hearings, town hall meetings, and events across the country. 

 

Stay up to date on the Clean Air for All campaign by following us on social media! 

 Facebook: ELCA Advocacy    Twitter: @ELCAadvocacy 
 

 

 


