September 9, 2021

Dear church,
On this 20th anniversary of the September 11, 2001, tragedies, I invite us to remember, reflect
and pray. Let us never forget the many lives lost or that many still carry the burdens of grief,
trauma, illness, anger and regret. Those who perished that day were Indigenous people, U.S.
residents and citizens of diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds, and foreign nationals. We
remember especially the first responders and service personnel who made and make sacrifices
for the public good. They are examples to us of our better angels, summoning us to stand
together in sorrow and serve in common spirit.
As God’s people we recall with thanksgiving God’s presence and strength that have sustained us
in these years. As Paul writes: “For I am convinced that neither death … nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Drawing on such conviction, our church responded and continues to serve in the aftermath. Our
pastors, chaplains, deacons and counselors provided care and support for victims and their
families, first responders and their families, and service members, veterans and their families.
The ministries of Lutheran Disaster Response and other organizations have provided for the
needs of those most directly affected by 9/11. I am grateful that, through so many, we continue
to reach out to people who have been traumatized and victimized in the wake of 9/11.
I also give thanks for our work of building bridges of peace as the way forward. The Shoulder to
Shoulder Campaign, a multifaith coalition of Jews, Christians and Muslims we formed together
after 9/11 amid the rise in anti-Muslim bigotry and violence, has been such a bridge of peace.
Our work together acknowledges that American Muslims have long been part of who “we” are
as a nation and as people of faith. We are encouraged by our shared commitments, based on
our common values and particular religious beliefs, to end cycles of violence, racism and
religious bigotry.
Now, as then, let us pray that we will continue to hear our calling as church. This calling has
been lived out by the preachers, teachers, bishops, liturgists, artists, musicians and ministers of
presence who have supported our theological reflection, worship, prayer and healing work
surrounding this tragedy. This calling has been made real by every church member who has
drawn on the courage and freedom we have in Christ to love and serve all neighbors.
Like the first responders on 9/11, our church must be ever-present amid tremendous need,
whether during a national tragedy, a natural disaster or a global pandemic. Even as our
congregations gather in worship this weekend to proclaim the life, death and resurrection of

Jesus Christ, many will go out into the world to serve as part of “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
Sunday. We are reminded that love of God and neighbor moves us from worship and learning
into service and action.
As we remember the trauma of 9/11 and its aftermath, may we reflect on and hold fast to the
promise that God has given us a future of hope. May we receive that gift with gratitude, embody
it and invite others into its promise.
Merciful God through whose providing care we find strength for all seasons, turn our eyes to your
mercy as we approach the anniversary of 9/11. Comfort us as we remember, acknowledge and
serve; shine your light on those whose companion is sorrow. Teach us as your people to number
our days that we might apply our hearts to your strength and our lives to the hope-filled future
you intend for all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
In remembrance and hope,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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