
EXAMINING THE IMPLICATIONS OF 
BECOMING A SANCTUARY DENOMINATION
Social Policy Resolution
CA16.02.03j

Resolved: 
To receive with gratitude the memorial of the Oregon Synod regarding the sanctuary movement;

To reaffirm the ELCA’s partnership with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service in calling for fair 
and compassionate immigration policies and practices that keep families together;

To encourage ELCA synods, congregations and members to advocate for legislation that welcomes 
the stranger to this country and to their communities;

To refer the request to the Domestic Mission unit to examine the opportunities and implications of 
endorsing the practice of congregations offering sanctuary and of the ELCA declaring itself a sanctuary 
denomination and request a report and recommendations be provided to the Church Council.

Adopted by the Churchwide Assembly in August 2016


