
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or 
address book.

You are receiving this email because you have signed up to receive updates for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit.
If you do not wish to receive any future updates, visit this link to leave the list. Visit the same link if someone forwarded this
gNews to you, and you’d like to receive your own updates in the future.

Greetings!
We’re just days away from the soft opening of registration for the Gathering, so this month we’re sharing all you need
to know about registration.

Registering for the Gathering
It's almost time! Registration for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering opens Oct. 15,
2014, with a soft opening on Sept. 15. The soft opening allows congregational
groups extra time to enter information about their participants into the Gathering
registration system prior to registration on Oct. 15. The process is easy!

Print and distribute the registration worksheets to your youth. Have the
worksheets returned to you before you begin registering online.
On Sept. 15 starting at 2:00 p.m. (CDT), you can login to the registration
portal by going to: elca.org/gathering and clicking on the registration
buttons. When you reach the registration portal, you’ll need to enter your
congregational ID number to log in. (Earlier this week, an email
containing your congregation’s unique ID number was sent to your
youth ministry leader or pastor—be sure to ask for this email if you
are your congregation’s primary adult leader!)
Once you login to the registration portal, you can begin entering
participant information from your registration worksheets. When you save
your information, your congregational account will be created, which you
can return to and make changes as needed. Your congregational account
is also where you will find your payment information and, in late Jan.
2015, where you will see your housing assignment.
On Oct. 15, the day of registration, login to the registration portal and
press the “submit” button to finalize your registration. Don’t forget this
important step! Next you will receive registration confirmation, which will
show the amount of deposit due and instructions for mailing your
payment. Be sure to save this important information.

That's it! Your group will be registered for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering!

Tell everyone you're attending the Gathering by
sending a video!
As your youth group prepares to register for the 2015 Gathering, let everyone
know you’re coming to Detroit by sending us a short video. Record your group
saying the name and location of your congregation and, “We’re coming to Detroit!
Let’s Rise Up Together!” Share your video on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter
with #RiseUpELCA.

Gathering Glossary –
Congregational ID
You need to know your
congregation’s unique ID number
to register. An email was sent to
your pastor or youth ministry
professional reminding them of
that number on Wednesday,
September 10. You can also get
your congregational ID from your
congregation’s administrative
assistant or your synod
coordinator.

Webcast Announcement –
Registration Hangout
Have questions about
Registration? Join us on
Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 1 p.m.
(CDT) for a Google+ Hangout
where you may ask all of your
Registration questions!

Gathering by the numbers
Over 350 team leaders, staff
members and volunteers from
across the country are working
hard to create the very best
2015 Gathering experience for
you!

Extending the Invitation to
Youth
Are you still inviting and
encouraging youth to attend the
Gathering? It’s not too late! This
is a prime time to encourage
every youth of the eligible age in
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your congregation to consider
this amazing opportunity. For
ideas on how to reach out to
youth, contact your synod
coordinator.

When you "like" our page, 
be sure to right-click and select 

"get notifications"
to ensure all Gathering posts

show up in your newsfeed.

Custom gear

If you are thinking about custom
gear (T-shirts, ball caps, luggage
tags), think Old Lutheran! Their

proud, but not too proud,
designers can make you stand

out in a humble way.

For more information:

Mail:
ELCA Youth Gathering 
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Email:
Gathering

Phone:
888-411-3522

What’s new this year with registration
Participants in the 2015 Gathering will be receiving T-shirts to wear on their
Proclaim Justice Day (community service day). These will be mailed to each
group prior to the Gathering. When you register, you’ll be asked to enter the
shipping address where you would like your group's shirts to be mailed, which
must be a physical address (not a P.O. Box). Use your own discretion as to
whether it makes more sense to have these delivered to your church or to the
residential address of an adult leader. Changes can be made to T-shirt
information (sizes, mailing address) before the registration portal closes on May
15, 2015. After this date, your shirts will be mailed to the address you listed.

Check-in for the Gathering at your hotel in Detroit
We're bringing our event check-in process to your hotel in Detroit! Each hotel will
have a Community Life team greet your congregation’s group upon arrival. They
will check you in for the Gathering and distribute wristbands. As you plan your
travel, we encourage congregations to allow plenty of time to check in for the
Gathering and to get to Ford Field on the first night. If your budget allows,
consider traveling to the city the day before the Gathering starts to check-in and
have plenty of time to explore some of Detroit's historic sites. The Gathering is
more fun when you’re not rushed!

A sponsor might set the stage for your trip to the
Gathering
Are you on the look-out for new funding sources for the 2015 ELCA Youth
Gathering? Try looking for a sponsor! Odds are there’s at least one business
owner in your congregation who would love to give a donation (or match those of
others) to support your trip to the Gathering. If you’ve already raised some funds,
why not keep them working? The Mission Investment Fund’s Demand Investment
Youth Ministry account is designed to house funds raised for youth group events,
earning interest to support your youth ministry and working to help build the
church all the while! Visit www.mif.elca.org/youthministry for more information
and to download a Demand Investment Youth Ministry account application. 

MYLE volunteers needed
The Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) is a pre-event to the Gathering
and exists to empower young people of color and those whose primary language
is not English to claim their story as a part of God's story in order to move toward
healing and wholeness as transformational leaders in the church and in the
world. Congregations who have 20 percent or more young people of color and/or
those whose primary language is other than English are also invited to attend.
MYLE is seeking young adults of color between the ages of 19 and 30 to serve
as volunteers for MYLE and the Youth Gathering. To sign up for this volunteer
opportunity, please email MYLE@ELCA.org.

From the director's blog: 
The experience alone is
priceless
Heidi Hagstrom

Beyoncé and Jay-Z brought their show to Chicago’s
Soldier Field recently. Friends who went said it was
fabulous. Most of the tickets were in the $250 range.
Teenaged “sneakerheads” think nothing about spending the same amount – or
more – on a pair of Lebron James signature shoes. And for the first time since
2003, teen spending on food, Starbucks being their favorite, has eclipsed
spending on clothing. When I hear numbers like these, I’m convinced that the
life-defining experience of the ELCA Youth Gathering is a bargain.

Click here to read more. 

Adult Leader tip of the month
In Mark 4:35-41, Jesus’ disciples are hesitant to cross the water with him during
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the storm. Jesus calms the storm, demonstrating the power that faith has over
fear. How does the idea of faith over fear relate to traveling to the Gathering? Talk
to your youth group about any fears they may have about traveling to the
Gathering – maybe it’s the first time some of them are traveling without a parent
or their first time going to a large city. How will their faith outweigh the fears they
may have? Make a promise with your group that you will rely on your faith in
order to put aside your fears in order to experience the essence of Detroit and
the Gathering.

Contact us
Please contact us with your ideas and comments. Please forward this email to others who may be interested.

Update your name or email address
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or address book.

Subscribe or unsubscribe
To manage your subscription or to opt out of future email communications, please click here. 
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