
FINAL REVIEW V. This newsletter is scheduled to send October 10. Please forward as needed. Return all edits to Erin.

Download the most recent version of gNews by clicking here.
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or address book.

You are receiving this email because you have signed up to receive updates for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit. If
you do not wish to receive any future updates, visit this link to leave the list. Visit the same link if someone forwarded this
gNews to you, and you would like to receive your own updates in the future.

Greetings!

We're just five days away from the official opening of registration for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering! In this issue
of gNews, learn more about giving opportunities at the Gathering, how housing selections are made, and MC
applications.

Reminder: Gathering registration opens Oct. 15

On Wednesday, Oct. 15, by 2 p.m. (CDT), primary adult leaders will be able to log in to the Gathering registration
system and submit their registration for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering. If you already entered your participants’
information during soft registration, remember to log back into the system on or after Oct. 15 to press the “submit”
button to finalize your registration. If you haven’t yet entered your participant information, get started today!

Click here to learn more about registration.

Giving opportunities at the Gathering

Engage in Detroit’s unique story of tenacity and hopefulness through the 2015
ELCA Youth Gathering’s four major giving opportunities:

Sunday morning offering – The offering collected during closing
worship will be divided equally to support: ELCA World Hunger’s Walk
for Water, more than 240 ELCA missionaries, and new Youth and Young
Adult Ministry initiatives being developed as part of Always Being Made
New: The Campaign for the ELCA.

Online giving for service projects – ELCA youth will incarnate the
phrase "God's work. Our hands." when they serve the people living in
the Detroit area on each of the three days of the Gathering. Our service
initiative for 2015 is called Proclaim Justice. Click here to learn more.

ELCA World Hunger’s Walk for Water – Women in Sub-Saharan
Africa walk an average of three miles each day to fetch clean water for
their families. At ELCA World Hunger’s Walk for Water, youth and
adult leaders will have the chance to experience an unforgettable walk
around a track, designed to simulate the experience of collecting water
miles away from home, while raising questions about access to water
here in the U.S., too.

With a goal to raise $500,000 for ELCA World Hunger-supported water
projects around the world, together we can make a difference. Our gifts
will provide water for drinking, growing crops and sanitation, as well as
ongoing maintenance and training, to create healthier families, stronger
economies and a future filled with hope. Click here to learn how to
support this important initiative. Click here to learn how to support this
important initiative.

In-kind offering – We have collected mountains of canned foods,
buckets of gift cards, and shelves full of books at past Gatherings. The
in-kind offering always consists of items that local leaders from sister
organizations like Lutheran Social Service tell us is needed. In Detroit,
there are two needs – disposable diapers and non-perishable food.
Click here to learn how your in-kind offering will benefit people in
Detroit.

How housing assignments are made

In Detroit, we are using more hotels than ever before! A variety of factors drive
housing assignments. The size of the congregation, the ratio of youth to adults,
the ratio of females to males, a congregation's Gathering rotation schedule,
and available hotel room inventory contribute to the assignment process.

First, we group congregations by synods on hotel bus routes. Then, we try to
honor each congregation's room-type requests, but depending on the size of
the group, we often have to asign some king rooms. We want to be as fair as
possible in distributing the double/double (quad) rooms so that every
congregation gets some.

The majority of room rates for 2015 are lower than they were in 2012. With a
few exceptions, most Gathering hotels are in the $100-150 per room/per night
category.

Tell everyone why you're
coming to the Gathering
As your youth group prepares
to register for the 2015
Gathering, let everyone know
you’re coming to Detroit by
sending us a short video.
Record your group saying the
name and location of your
congregation and “We’re
coming to Detroit! Let’s Rise Up
Together!” Tell us why your
group is participating in the
Gathering. Share your video on
Instagram, Facebook and
Twitter with #RiseUpELCA.

Gathering by the numbers
For ELCA World Hunger’s 100
Wells Challenge at the 2012
Gathering, over $726,000 was
raised through your gifts before
the event, onsite, or at a 100
Wells Concert after the
Gathering. Additionally, during
the Sunday offering at the 2012
Gathering, we collected
$302,372 to support the ELCA
Malaria Campaign, new and
emerging worshiping
communities, ELCA World
Hunger, and Young Adults in
Global Mission. Giving makes a
difference!

When you "like" our page,
be sure to right-click and select

"get notifications"
to ensure all Gathering posts
show up in your newsfeed.

Custom gear
 

If you are thinking about custom
gear (T-shirts, ball caps, luggage
tags), think Old Lutheran! Their

proud, but not too proud,
designers can make you stand out

in a humble way.

For more information:
 

Mail:
ELCA Youth Gathering
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Email:
Gathering

Phone:
888-411-3522

Where are housing properties located?

Our contracted hotels in Detroit are in locations chosen expressly for
convenience to major roads and food options. The majority of housing
properties in the Detroit area are in the suburbs and congregations will be
shuttled each day to and from the downtown venues. To help with that, the
Gathering Transportation Team is working with a Detroit destination
management company experienced with moving large groups of people
through the city or to and from the city. Transportation will also be provided
from the airport to Gathering hotels for congregations that fly to Detroit.

New for 2015 is the opportunity to drive your group back and forth each day.
The Gathering Transportation Team will have a secured downtown parking lot
where you can leave your vehicle if you choose to drive. More information
about this option will be posted on the Gathering website and Facebook page
after registration opens.

Housing for Multicultural Youth Leadership Event
(MYLE)

The 2015 MYLE planning team is excited to announce that MYLE will be held
at Wayne State University July 12-15, 2015. Congregations attending MYLE
will be housed at Wayne State for both MYLE and the Gathering. This is a
change from last cycle. In New Orleans in 2012, congregations were housed
with their synods and MYLE participants changed hotels after MYLE ended. In
2015, the unique layout of Detroit makes synodical housing assignments
difficult. The planning team has taken many things into consideration as
preparations are being made regarding the needs of MYLE congregations.

Moving MYLE to a college campus affords congregations with a financially
feasible option for their housing throughout the Gathering. The cost of housing
a group at the university versus hotel housing is significantly cheaper.
Congregations will also have access to on-campus dining options throughout
the course of the two events.

Click here to read more.

Definitely-abled Youth Leadership Event

The Definitely-abled Youth Leadership Event (DAYLE), a pre-event to the
ELCA Youth Gathering, will take place July 12-15, 2015. DAYLE is designed to
bless and empower young people who live with a wide range of physical,
cognitive and emotional disabilities so that they might grow as faithful, wise
and courageous witnesses. The event will take place at the Detroit Marriott at
the Renaissance Center and will cost $175 per person for housing and meals.
At the end of DAYLE, participants who are also participating in the Gathering
will be joined by their congregations at the Marriott Renaissance Center, where
they will be housed for the duration of the Gathering.

Click here to learn more about DAYLE.

Gathering MC applications available

Do you know talented high school or college age individuals who could lead
the 2015 Youth Gathering as MCs?

Adult leaders, please share this notice with talented young people in your
congregation today:

Are you ready to live your faith out-loud? Can you be a witness for
Jesus? Imagine welcoming 40,000 high school students, just like
you, to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit’s amazing Ford Field!
The Gathering’s Dome Creative Team is searching for creative and
talented Lutheran high school and college students to be MCs for
the Gathering.

If you will be between the ages of 15 and 21 in July 2015 and are
available July 10-20 without interruption, we invite you to submit a
3-5 minute audition video by Nov. 15, 2014. Click here for the
Gathering MC application, which includes audition video
guidelines.

The 2012 Gathering MCs have an invitation for young people interested in
becoming the 2015 MCs:

   

Click here to learn more.

From the director's blog:
"Tear the roof off" with praise and
service

Heidi Hagstrom

“To dream about painting and not also to work at it
doesn’t ever bring about a painting. To dream about
creating a new world that is not teetering on the
edge of total destruction and not to work at it doesn’t make a peaceful world.
So it is important that we are creative people working daily on the greater
picture as well, bringing to it all our skills of imagination and making.” This
quote from Sister Corita Kent’s book, “Learning by Heart,” struck me as
representative of the spirit of ELCA youth who will be attending the Youth
Gathering in Detroit.

ELCA youth are not unlike their peers in that they are people of action, and
they like to take action alongside their friends. Friends are extremely important,
often influencing the direction and quality of one’s life.

Click here to read more.

Contact us
Please contact us with your ideas and comments. Please forward this email to others who may be interested.

Update your name or email address
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or address book.

Subscribe or unsubscribe
To manage your subscription or to opt out of future email communications, please click here.
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