
You are receiving this email because you have signed up to receive updates for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit.
If you do not wish to receive any future updates, visit this link to leave the list. Visit the same link if someone forwarded this
gNews to you, and you would like to receive your own updates in the future.

Greetings!
Are you ready to Proclaim Justice in Detroit? In this issue, learn more about participating in a day of service learning
in Detroit. 

Proclaim Justice as we Rise Up Together
On Thursday, Friday or Saturday of the Gathering, congregational groups will
participate in Proclaim Justice, a day of service learning in the Detroit
metropolitan area.

All service learning projects are categorized into one of six key interest areas:
housing, education, environmental sustainability, cultural immersion/arts,
food/food justice, and care in communities. Participants will be serving in a
variety of ways, including working side by side with Detroit students in day-camp
programs, boarding up abandoned homes to provide safe neighborhoods,
creating and maintaining urban gardens, creating murals, and cleaning up parks and vacant lots, all in an effort to
beautify Detroit neighborhoods.

We invite you to come to Detroit with an open heart and open mind to serving in any of these interest areas. For the
2015 Gathering, participants will not be selecting service sites in advance. The day and time of a group's launch
will be loaded into their congregational account. At the launch site, they will participate in an orientation,
and learn who their partnering agency is from their Servant Companion on their assigned bus.

The Gathering's Service Learning Team is partnering with organizations that want to provide the best experiences
possible. Metropolitan Detroit organizations are excited about the opportunity to partner with ELCA youth and their
adult leaders! We will have the opportunity to make an impact in the city unlike anything it has ever seen! Gathering
participants will also have a chance to see Detroit in a way that will be engaging, surprising and unexpected. We
look forward to the opportunity to Rise Up Together and "proclaim justice" in Detroit!

Proclaim Justice partner spotlight: 
Cass Community Social Services
Each service learning site within the six
interest areas will tell a unique story and
offer young people an opportunity to work
alongside Detroiters to help rebuild a city
that has been failed by government systems
and institutions. Participants will experience
firsthand how God is at work through each of
these partners.

Did you know – partial group
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Over the next several months, we will be
highlighting organizations that will be our
partners for service learning at the
Gathering. This month, we learn more about
Cass Community Social Services!

Cass Community Social Services was
established in 2002. The Detroit-based
agency works across the city in areas of
concentrated poverty providing programs for
food, health, housing and jobs.

The agency prepares and serves 1
million meals annually.
325 homeless men, women and children currently stay in one of the
agency’s shelters, transitional housing or permanent supportive housing
programs.
It operates a weekly free medical clinic and a day program for 100 adults
with developmental disabilities.
70 adults are currently employed in the agency’s Green Industries, which
marries jobs with sustainability.

Cass Community Social Services relies on volunteers to help accomplish its
mission. In July of 2015, Gathering participants will be working side by side with
employees at the agency’s Green Industries building to make welcome mats and
flip-flops from recycled tires found on Detroit streets, generate electricity through
exercise equipment connected to their power grid, shred documents as part of
their secured document destruction service, and create coasters from recycled
glass and repurposed wood. They will also assist in meal preparation and
serving. Find out more by visiting http://casscommunity.org/. 

Mutlicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE)
participants will explore the theme Love Does
In our media, saturated with the abstract concept of love, we often find the
message that the greatest form of meaning, validation and connection is a mere
feeling. In contrast, what we as Lutherans really mean by love is the act of
ascribing worth to others in a way that costs us something. Because we believe
in a God who creates, redeems and provides for us, we understand love, not as a
whirlwind of emotion, but as an intentional, sacrificial relationship. In the Gospel
of Mark, the theme Scripture of the 2015 Gathering, Jesus' story stands as the
great example of love as an active force in our world.

During MYLE 2015, participants will explore what Love Does in their life through
daily themes.

Sunday: Love Does bind us together in community.
Where do we come from? To whom are we accountable?

Monday: Love Does celebrate our individual and collective identities.
How do we discover and own who we are? How do we encounter others as they
are?

Tuesday: Love Does call us to ascribe worth to others in a way that costs us
something.
Whom are we called to serve? How are we called to serve them?

Wednesday: Love Does rise so we can Rise Up Together!
What difference does love make in our lives? In the world?

To learn more about MYLE, click here.

registration
Do you have potential Youth
Gathering participants who are
still on the fence? Did you know
you don't have to register your
whole group at one time? You
can go ahead now and register
your confirmed participants and
log back in later to add those
who are still deciding! Please
note that the registration fee will
increase on Jan. 15, and
registration closes on May 15

Detroit by the numbers
Detroit is experiencing an influx
of college-educated residents.
Census statistics reported by the
Detroit Chamber of Commerce
indicate "downtown Detroit
experienced a 59 percent
increase in the number of
college-educated residents
under the age of 35 in the last
decade."

When you "like" our page, 
be sure to right-click and select 

"get notifications"
to ensure all Gathering posts

show up in your newsfeed.

Custom T-Shirts

If you are thinking about custom
gear (T-shirts, ball caps, luggage
tags), think Old Lutheran! Their

proud, but not too proud,
designers can make you stand

out in a humble way.

For more information:

Mail:
ELCA Youth Gathering 
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Email:
Gathering

Phone:
888-411-3522

Gathering MC applications due Nov. 15
The Dome Creative Team is searching for creative and talented Lutheran high
school and college students to be MCs for the Gathering. If you know youth or
young adults who will be between the ages of 15 and 21 in July 2015 and are
available July 10-20 without interruption, encourage them to apply to be an MC at
the 2015 Gathering! Candiates should submit a 3-5 minute audition video by Nov.
15, 2014. Click here for the Gathering MC application with audition video
guidelines.

From the director's blog: 
Contributing to Detroit's story
Heidi Hagstrom

I recently returned from a meeting of the Detroit
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Convention and Visitors Bureau Customer Advisory
Board. Three key leaders spoke to the board – two
representing billionaires Dan Gilbert and Mike Illich,
who are investing millions in Detroit’s reinvention, and
a rep from the mayor’s office. He reported the metrics
of lights being turned back on, emergency services
response times being brought more in line with the
national average and, most exciting to me, the mayor’s commitment to
neighborhood stabilization.

It is easy to get caught up in these kinds of presentations. The power of big
money to reinvent a city like Detroit is astonishing. As we heard, Detroit is rising
from the ashes of disaster as it has many times throughout its history. Detroit
will re-emerge from bankruptcy by the end of the year, stronger, more efficient
and better equipped to handle the same challenges all major cities are facing. 

Click here to read more. 

Tell everyone you're coming to Detroit!
Youth from Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Vienna,
Va., are coming to Detroit and are ready to Rise Up
Together! Check out their video.

Let everyone know you’re coming to Detroit by
sending us a short video. Record your group saying
the name and location of your congregation and
"We're coming to Detroit! Let's Rise Up Together!" Tell us why your group is
participating in the Gathering. Share your video on Instagram, Facebook and
Twitter with #RiseUpELCA!

Contact us
Please contact us with your ideas and comments. Please forward this email to others who may be interested.

Update your name or email address
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or address book.

Subscribe or unsubscribe
To manage your subscription or to opt out of future email communications, please click here. 

© Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 8765 W Higgins Rd, Chicago, IL 60631 800-638-3522 | Home | Privacy Policy
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