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Happy Pentecost, brothers and sisters!
We have 1 year, 1 month and 7 days to go until the 2015 ELCA Youth 

Gathering in Detroit. In this issue of gNews, we’re sharing actions 
you can take now to make registration easy. We’re also sharing a 

special invitation to the Gathering from Bishop Eaton. 

This is a great message to share with pastors, parents and youth who are 
making decisions about attending the Gathering. Now let’s get started!

Gathering by the 
numbers — Volunteer 
applications
As of June 3, the Gathering 
team has received 224 
applications for Gathering 
Volunteer Corps, 115 
applications for Servant 
Companions, and 189 for 
Community Life. We’re 
capping registration at 300 
volunteers per category, so 
keep getting the word out 
there! To apply to 
volunteer, click here.
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Need some reminders for 
parents?
Visit our Old Lutheran 
online shop to order Rise 
Up Together pens! Hand 
them out with registration 
forms.

Synod shout-out
Looking for a timeline for 
the Gathering to show
parents? Check out the 
timeline at Upstate New 
York Synod’s Gathering
website. They also have a 
great resource page!

When you "like" our page,
be sure to right-click and select 

"get notifications"
to ensure all Gathering posts
show up in your newsfeed.

For more 

Plan now, breathe easier later

The ELCA Youth Gathering might seem far away, but we have three things 
you can do right now that will pay off in time savings later this year.

Hold an informational meeting for participants, parents and 
potential adult leaders. Clarify the minimum age (attended 7th grade 
in May 2014) and maximum age (attended 11th grade in May 2014) for

participation. Parents of 7th graders may be surprised to find their
children can go, depending on your congregation's travel policies.

Set and communicate your congregation’s paperwork deadline 
now and send reminders over the summer. Although registration 

opens on Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2014, Adult Leaders can start entering 
information into the online registration form on Monday, Sept. 15,

2014.

Start networking in your synod! Contact your synod coordinator.
(Don't know who your synod coordinator is? Find out at 

www.ELCA.org/gathering.) Organize neighboring congregations to 
share transportation and/or prep sessions. If you haven’t had your 
synod assembly yet, set up a meal or coffee date with other Adult 

Leaders there to brainstorm ways to make preparation for the
Gathering easier for everyone.

Do you have questions about planning and organizing your congregation’s
journey to Detroit? The Youth Ministry Network invites you to start a
conversation on its adult leader forum at www.gatheringleaks.com!

Registration worksheet goes live on June 15

Wondering what information you'll need to register for the Gathering? We've 
got you covered. A registration worksheet will be available to download from 
the Gathering website on June 15, and will mimic the web form you can start
filling out in September for soft opening. The worksheet will be available at 

www.ELCA.org/gathering. Just click on the Resources tab on the top 
navigation bar.

Did you miss May's Google Hangout on financial
assistance?

Never fear! We recorded the webinar hosted by our own assistant director, 
Donna Wiegel. To watch the recording, click here.

The Gathering planning team hopes to host more Google Hangouts to 
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support Adult Leaders. Do you have ideas for topics that we should present? 
We have a thread on our Facebook page started for your suggestions. 
Comment to let us know what burning questions you want answered!

information:

Mail: ELCA Youth Gathering 
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Email:
Gathering

Phone:
888-411-3522

The Director's blog: "Still I Rise"
I had two other blogs written for this month, but 

when I read about Maya Angelou’s death I knew I 
had to write another one. Dr. Angelou, a poet,

storyteller, civil rights activist and educator, was a 
keynote speaker at the 1991 ELCA Youth 

Gathering in Dallas, Texas. Two years later, in 
1993, she recited her poem, "On the Pulse of 

Morning," at President Bill Clinton's first 
inauguration. She was both the first African American female cable car 

conductor and the first African American female to have written a screenplay 
that was actually filmed.

Read more

Detroit: then and now – The Anishinaabe
The European settlers were not the first migrants to come to the Detroit area.
In fact, the Anishinaabe people came to Michigan from the East Coast long

before the French. Also known as the People of the Three Fires, the
Anishinaabe did not live in the immediate area now known as Detroit. Instead, 

it was an essential gathering place for the three groups and other Native 
American tribes.

Want to learn more about the Native American heritage of Detroit? Check out 
this story and this timeline.

Adult Leader tip of the month
In Mark 2, so many people gathered to see Jesus that a group of friends had 
to cut open the building's roof and drop their sick friend in through the ceiling

to see Jesus. As an Adult Leader, you may have someone who needs
accommodations to fully participate and enter into our time together with God 
in Detroit. With the permission of the participant, consider allowing the whole 
group to work together to support that participant with that person taking the 
lead. It will be a great lesson in listening and in lifting up one another before 

God.
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Please contact us with your ideas and comments. Please forward this email to others who may be interested.
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