
Download the most recent version of gNews, under the Promotional Items tab, by clicking here.
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or address book.

You are receiving this email because you have signed up to receive updates for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit.
If you do not wish to receive any future updates, visit this link to leave the list. Visit the same link if someone forwarded this
gNews to you, and you’d like to receive your own updates in the future.

Happy New Year!
In this month’s gNews, learn more about Proclaim Community and the Gathering app.

Reminder – registration fee increases Jan. 15
The Gathering registration fee is $325 per person, but that will increase to $375
on Jan. 15, 2015. Register soon to take advantage of the reduced fee!

Proclaim Community as we Rise Up Together
At the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering, congregational groups will participate in
Proclaim Community Day, a dedicated day of interactive learning at the Cobo
Center in Detroit. Groups will participate on one of three days: Thursday, Friday
or Saturday. New this year, groups will also be able to experience Proclaim
Community any day during the open hours of 9 a.m. through 5 p.m. 

Jesus’ first words in the Gospel of Mark are, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news” (Mark
1:15). Proclaim Community Day invites congregational groups to join this
kingdom community that has come near by building bridges, bearing burdens,
breaking chains and bringing hope. 

The Detroit Cobo Center will be our holy playground, a space for participants to
engage and be immersed in the life and breath of the church, the community of
God. Through a variety of mediums, such as art, music, technology, sports,
ropes course, fellowship, fun and reflection, the Proclaim Community activities
will call us to believe in and respond to the Good News of Jesus. 

Proclaim Community Day is centered on the Good News of Jesus on the cross.
The entire Proclaim Community space will be designed with the cross literately
and metaphorically in the center of all the activities. Walkways will extend in
each direction from the cross, so youth are drawn into the cross and then sent
out from the cross. These paths will start with a park where youth and adults can
rest and reflect on what it means to be community in light of our journeys. Each
park will focus on one aspect of community: building bridges, bearing burdens,
breaking chains and bringing hope. The parks will help youth explore what
Detroit and the Gospel of Mark have to teach about these aspects, and see how
God is acting in their lives, churches and communities. 

Sending installments for
registration payment?
If your congregation is ready to
send another registration
payment, please print your
balance due letter to accompany
the check! Log in to your
registration account for more
information.

2015 Extravaganza offers pre-
Gathering bus tour
Are you planning to attend the
Extravaganza in January? Did
you know members of the
Gathering planning team will be
leading a bus tour of Detroit? To
sign up, go to:
http://www.elcaymnet.org/event-
1788155.

Gathering by the numbers
During the 2012 Gathering, over
500 heads of hair were cut and
donated to the organization
Children with Hair Loss and
almost 1,200 pints of blood were
collected for those in need of
blood donations.

mailto:erin.strybis@elca.org
http://www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-Youth-Gathering
mailto:gathering@elca.org
http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=YOUTHGATHERINGNEWS&A=1
http://www.elcaymnet.org/event-1788155


Extending the invitation to
youth
Were young people from your
congregation or synod inspired at
an ELCA Youth Gathering to
begin a project/ministry? If so,
we want to hear about it. Email
your story to
gathering@elca.org.

Proclaim Community
partners
The Gathering is partnering with
more than 30 ELCA-affiliated
organizations to explore how we
proclaim community locally,
regionally, and globally. Learn
more about our partners in future
issues of gNews.

When you "like" our page, 
be sure to right-click and select 

"get notifications"
to ensure all Gathering posts

show up in your newsfeed.

Custom gear

If you are thinking about custom
gear (T-shirts, ball caps, luggage
tags), think Old Lutheran! Their

proud, but not too proud,
designers can make you stand

out in a humble way.

For more information:

Mail:
ELCA Youth Gathering 
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Email:
Gathering

Phone:
888-411-3522

Proclaim Community activity spotlight
Proclaim Community will include many engaging opportunities for Gathering
participants. There are a couple opportunities participants can begin preparing for
now: 

Hair donation
In the Cobo Center this summer, youth and adults will have the opportunity to
donate their hair to Children With Hair Loss, a Michigan-based organization that
gives free quality wigs to children who have medically related hair loss and may
have financial challenges. Check out www.childrenwithhairloss.us for more on
this organization.

Hair should be at least 8 inches in length.
Hair must be clean and dry, pony-tailed and/or braided.
Non-chemically treated hair is preferred (but any hair in good condition will
be accepted).
Gray hair is accepted.

Storytellers Art Exhibit
At this year’s Gathering, youth are invited to participate in the first annual
Storytellers Art Exhibit. The exhibit’s mission is to present artwork in a range of
techniques, styles, and narratives that capture youth’s story of how faith plays a
part in their life. Click here for details and requirements for submitting to the
exhibit.

Stay connected with the Gathering app
The Gathering App will help keep attendees, volunteers and at-home supporters
of the 2015 Gathering informed and connected! The Gathering app is available
through Guidebook, a conference logistics tool already popular at ELCA events. 

“When you have that many attendees, communication is a challenge,” says
Christopher Harris, a member of the communications team. “Via the app, which
will be free and accessible from every smart phone and tablet, we’ll be able to
push out important announcements and schedule changes. We hope to also link
to area restaurants and services, to ensure attendees are in-the-know in every
aspect of their Gathering experience.” 

Harris adds that while the communications team will be sharing Gathering
information in numerous ways — including email and the ELCA website — the
app offers a truly flexible, one-stop shop for connecting attendees. 

To download the Gathering app, search for “ELCA Organizations & Events" in
Apple’s App Store or Android Market or simply click here. After you download
Guidebook, create an account using one of your existing online profiles (i.e.,
Facebook) or your email address. You will then be invited to download a guide.
Search for "Rise Up Together - 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering", download it and
you’re connected!

Proclaim Justice partner spotlight: Rippling Hope
Rippling Hope is an ecumenical, non-profit,
neighborhood-focused program with the goal of
improving the physical conditions of targeted
communities by providing minor home improvement
measures and blight reduction activities in the
District 7 Detroit neighborhood. Importantly,
Rippling Hope is able to connect diverse cultural
communities through conversations and
relationships built through meaningful service-
learning opportunities.

Interior and exterior painting and security-door replacement are just a few
examples of the owner-occupied minor home improvements Rippling Hope
makes possible. To enhance safety and security for local neighbors, Rippling
Hope also provides vacant home board-ups and vacant lot clean-ups.

Rippling Hope is a proud partner of the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering. On
Proclaim Justice Day, Rippling Hope will offer service learning projects centered
on blight reduction activities in several of our local neighborhoods. To learn more
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about this meaningful ministry, visit www.ripplinghope.org or contact the
executive director, the Rev. Carl Zerweck III, at carl@ripplinghope.org.

DAYLE will be Crossing Together
"Crossing Together," the theme for DAYLE 2015, is a celebration of the ways in
which our story, God’s story, and Detroit’s story all cross over one another. In
the story of Jesus healing the man on the mat, (Mark 2:1-12), Jesus heals,
forgives and sends forth the man – his life crosses with Christ’s and is never the
same! And, even those who witness the miracle: “…were all amazed and
glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” Crossing barriers
and boundaries, Jesus brings out the gifts in all people.

Our daily themes and Scripture will bring us back to the amazement of God as
we:

Gather together – to be reminded of who and who’s we are: a baptized
child of God (Mark 1: 1-11)
Proclaim together – though we do not all use our voice, our very lives are
proclamation of who God is and what God is up to in the world around us.
(Mark 12:28-34)
Nourished together -- God feeds us with God’s self, and we become bread
for a world hungry for love. (Mark 8: 1-10)
Sent together – even in our time apart, we are together in our shared
experiences, community, and action of the Holy Spirit. (Mark 9:2-9)

If you know of a youth who lives as a definitely-abled person, please make sure
to get them registered for DAYLE 2015!

MYLE partners: Café Sonshine and Fresh Corner
Café
While you’re in Detroit, explore the city’s great cuisine! To give you a sample of
what the city has to offer, MYLE is partnering with Café Sonshine and Fresh
Corner Café to provide participants with boxed lunches.

Café Sonshine is a family-owned soul food restaurant that sees their work of
providing delicious food and a hospitable gathering place as a direct response to
God’s call in their lives.

Fresh Corner Café works toward food justice by making fresh food affordable and
accessible in unlikely places, even gas stations and corner stores!

Along with these and many others addressing food injustice around the country
and the world, we ask God to teach us what justice looks like for production
workers, sacrificed animals, the global ecology and all people who are not fed
properly because of decisions of waste or unnecessary greed. We ask this with
great hope, trusting eternally: Love Does.

From the director's blog: 
Giving of the self for the sake of
the other
Heidi Hagstrom

Why were we so captivated by celebrities acts of
kindness during the Christmas season? I have been
overly aware this year of the pictures of celebrities
offering a day at a soup kitchen, or ballyhooing a good cause, or sharing their
talents to benefit a charitable organization. Magazines are filled with pictures and
stories of our favorite movie stars or athletes doing good.

Click here to read more. 

Adult leader tip of the month
In Mark 5:21-24b, 35-43, Jairus wants Jesus to heal his daughter and Jesus
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wants to lead Jairus to trust God’s presence in Jairus’ life. This story is about
people having faith in God’s presence in the world, wherever we are. How does
the idea that God is present in our world today relate to getting ready for the
gathering in your community? How about your journey to Detroit? Talk to your
youth group about where they see God present in their current community. How
will the experiences they have between now and July demonstrate God’s
presence in our world? Make a commitment to your group that you will share
these experiences as you meet together to prepare for your experience in
Detroit.

Contact us
Please contact us with your ideas and comments. Please forward this email to others who may be interested.

Update your name or email address
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or address book.

Subscribe or unsubscribe
To manage your subscription or to opt out of future email communications, please click here. 
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