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You are receiving this email because you have signed up to receive updates for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit. If
 you do not wish to receive any future updates, visit this link to leave the list. Visit the same link if someone forwarded this
 gNews to you, and you’d like to receive your own updates in the future.

Greetings!

Our partners are key to the success of the Gathering. In this month’s gNews, learn about one of our great Proclaim
 Justice projects and a Proclaim Community partner.

Creating great spaces for baseball

Gathering participants will have an opportunity
 to help develop creative spaces for baseball!
 One of the Proclaim Justice projects Gathering
 participants will help create is a mosaic in
 Detroit's Grandmont Rosedale community at
 Stoepel Park. Hubert Massey is the local artist
 working with residents to complete eight
 mosaics on the backs of the dugouts in Stoepel Park in Northwest Detroit.

 The community recently formed the 40 -team Rosedale -Grandmont
 League, Detroit's only Little League affiliate. For the first time, the
 community’s kids in kindergarten through 8th grade are being recruited to
 play baseball. 

 "We want to bring more kids into the league. It's not just about baseball. It's
 about character development and learning how to be on a team. And
 coaches of both boys and girls end up being mentors for the kids. It's an
 opportunity not just for kids to play baseball, but to build community," said
 Tom Goddeeris, executive director of Grandmont Rosedale Development

ELCA Books for Detroit
Have you had a chance to make a
 donation to give books to Detroit? If
 not, there's still a chance! Help the
 Gathering raise the additional
 $70,000 for books by giving your gift
 via our website or via the Gathering
 App.

Link to Social Media via the
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 Corp. 

 Let's work together with Detroiters to create great spaces for baseball!
 Learn more about the mosaic project at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YCUfUFkeVR8. 

 Gathering App
Now you can connect with the
 Gathering via the Gathering app!
 Links to all of the Gathering social
 media pages have been added to the
 app. Go check it out and send us a
 message telling us what you're
 looking forward to at the Gathering!
 Haven't downloaded the app yet? Go
 to:
 https://guidebook.com/app/elcaevents.

Reminder: Bring Your Own
 Backpack!
Reminder: In an effort to care for
 God’s creation and reduce waste, the
 Gathering will not be providing
 backpacks this year, realizing that
 most already have bags at home and
 often giveaways go unused. Instead,
 this Gathering will be B.Y.O.B. - bring
 your own bag! You will be away from
 your hotel rooms all day, so make
 sure to bring a backpack that is
 sturdy to hold all the items you need
 throughout the day.

Gathering by the Numbers
How many hotels does it take to
 house Gathering participants? A total
 of 115 hotels across metro Detroit will
 house participants of the Gathering!

When you "like" our page, 
be sure to right-click and select 

"get notifications"
to ensure all Gathering posts
show up in your newsfeed.

Custom gear

If you are thinking about custom gear
 (T-shirts, ball caps, luggage tags), think
 Old Lutheran! Their proud, but not too
 proud, designers can make you stand

 out in a humble way.

Proclaim Community Partner Spotlight - Mark:
 The Never Ending Story

Take a whirlwind trip through the story line of Mark’s Gospel, meet “the
 author,” or listen to a master storyteller perform this exciting Gospel, the
 good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Spend some time exploring key
 passages. Watch, listen, touch, and respond. Ask some questions. Learn
 from others. Stay for a while or just stop by. Together we'll open Scripture
 and join the conversation, listening for God’s voice for the sake of the world.
 This interactive Bible experience is hosted by the ELCA’s Book of Faith
 Initiative planning team. 

 The Book of Faith Initiative reflects the commitment of the ELCA that we
 continue to grow as a church formed by the word. We call on all members
 and groups to “open Scripture” and “join the conversation.” Our common
 goal is to increase this church's individual and collective engagement with
 the Bible, to yield greater biblical fluency, and to engender a more profound
 appreciation of Lutheran principles and approaches for the use of Scripture.
 To this end, we invite and encourage all people to commit themselves
 regularly and increasingly to hearing, reading, studying, sharing, and being
 engaged by God's word. Learn more at www.bookoffaith.org.

Participate in MYLE Talent Show 

The Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) is right around the corner,
 and we’re so excited for you to come to the beautiful city of Detroit. We
 have a packed schedule of events that will have you engaged and meeting
 with fellow leaders. One of the events is our MYLE Talent Show! 

 Preference is given to groups so we can involve the most people, but solo
 performers are free to submit names and, if there's time, we'll get you in. If
 upon arrival you're still wondering if the world can handle your talent, you
 can sign up until Sunday afternoon or until the line up is full. 

 If you know that you would like to participate, please e mail Neha at
 neha.surender@gmail.com by May 15th with the number of performers,
 length of act, performance type, and congregation you’ll be representing.

Remember: Bring music, costumes, and whatever else you'll need!

Save for the Gathering with a MIF Demand
 Investment Youth Ministry Account
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For more information:

Mail:
ELCA Youth Gathering 
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Email:
Gathering

Phone:
888-411-3522

The Mission Investment Fund offers a special Demand Investment Youth
 Ministry Account that is the ideal savings vehicle for this great event. With
 this MIF investment account, your congregation’s youth group earns
 interest on its fundraising dollars – and authorized adults have the flexibility
 and convenience of writing checks as expenses occur. Your congregation
 can open an MIF Demand Investment Youth Ministry Account for as little as
 $100, and your funds will be available to you when you need them. 

 Once again, the Mission Investment Fund will host an onsite Service Center
 at the Gathering. At the Service Center, conveniently located in the Cobo
 Center, the site of many Gathering activities, authorized MIF account
 holders will be able to cash checks on their Youth Ministry Demand
 Accounts. 

 See you there! 

Airport shuttle registration is open
On July 14 and July 15, Transportation Management Services will be
 providing complimentary shuttles from  Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County
 Airport to selected hotels. On July 19, there will also be complimentary
 shuttles from the COBO Center and G.M. Renaissance Center to the
 airport. To register for shuttle service, go to
 https://events.tms.com/ELCA2015.

 There will also be a shuttle from the airport to Wayne State University for
 MYLE participants on July 12. This is a separate process. More information
 will be available soon!

From the director's blog: 
Surrender to the experience
Heidi Hagstrom

We are either baptized into Jesus’ death and
 resurrection or, as the Rev. Richard Rohr says
 in his book "Eager to Love: The Alternative Way
 of Francis of Assisi," "Christianity is largely a
 mere belonging system, not a transformational system that will change the
 world." The ELCA Youth Gathering has been and will always be a ministry
 that transforms the lives of teenagers, and transformed people of God
 transform the world.

As the director for the ELCA Youth Gathering I’m not interested in nurturing
 teenagers into a belief system that is only focused on life after death. I want
 to nurture teenagers into a way of life modeled by Jesus that hopefully is
 supported in and by the church. I’m not interested in encouraging teenagers
 to be part of a church hawking a spirituality of worthiness or prosperity or
 moral superiority. I want to invest in a generation that is formed by the
 death and resurrection of Jesus Christ – and not just formed but
 transformed.

Click here to read more.
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Adult leader tip of the month

In Mark 10:46-52, Bartimaeus, the blind beggar calls out for Jesus to heal
 him so he can see. When asked what Bartimaeus wants, the reply is
 simple: “I am blind, I wish to see.” Jesus heals him and Bartimaeus follows
 Jesus. If we could call out to Jesus, what would we want Jesus to do? Do
 we want something for our community in which we live that is different from
 what we want for our community traveling to Detroit? When we visit Detroit
 this summer, we will be transformed. What do you think the transformation
 will look like for you? For your group? Imagine being open to a new way of
 life, centered on Jesus. Consider the world and your place in this world as
 you prepare to experience a life different from the one you have now. Make
 a promise to your group that you will look for and share the ways Jesus is
 transforming each of you in your preparation and your journey.

Contact us
Please contact us with your ideas and comments. Please forward this email to others who may be interested.

Update your name or email address
Make sure you receive this monthly eNewsletter by adding gathering@elca.org to your contacts or address book.

Subscribe or unsubscribe
To manage your subscription or to opt out of future email communications, please click here. 
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