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For the ELCA Malaria Campaign, 2014 brings the opportunity 
to expand programming to include the country of Namibia. 
Namibia is one of just eight African nations on their way to 
achieving the Millennium Development Goal of a 75 percent 
reduction in malaria by 2015. Through the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign and malaria programing in Namibia, Lutherans will 
be a part of the final push toward achieving this target.

The Lutheran program in Namibia will join successful malaria 
programs in Angola, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe 
as part of a regional effort in Southern Africa. Building on the 
strong foundation of these successful Lutheran programs in the region, and the national momentum 
around malaria, the Lutheran malaria program in Namibia is positioned for success.  

The program builds on the past — and it will be a model for the future. The Lutheran malaria 
program will take a holistic approach, integrating with Lutheran HIV and AIDS programming 
in Namibia. Together, the two programs will raise the profile and reduce the stigma of both 
diseases within Namibian communities — bringing success to both programs. 

The Lutheran malaria program in Namibia is a community-based, comprehensive effort that 
is designed for long-term sustainability. An organized volunteer infrastructure will cascade 
malaria education to the local levels. Access to preventative supplies (such as nets, insecticides 
and tools for environmental management), malaria treatment and malaria interventions for 
pregnant women will be dramatically increased. Ultimately, and most importantly, lives will be 
saved from this preventable and treatable disease. But we need you.

The ELCA Malaria Campaign’s goal for World Malaria Day is $250,000 — enough to start 
programming in Namibia. Join people from around the world and congregations across the 
United States in observing World Malaria Day 2014. Consider taking a special offering on April 
27, with proceeds benefiting the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

World Malaria Day 2014

Building on the past – modeling for the future

Ways to give Make your gift by May 2 and it will be matched!

Mail your donation to:
ELCA Malaria Campaign
write “World Malaria Day” in the memo line
P.O. Box 71764
Chicago, IL 60694-1764

Call 800-638-3522 to make a 
donation with a credit card.

Online at 
www.ELCA.org/malaria/donate

School children smile in the 
Oshigambo village of Namibia.
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Save the date — April 27
Every year, millions of people around the globe observe World 
Malaria Day on April 25. The ELCA Malaria Campaign is turning 
this day into a special week, observing World Malaria Day on 
Sunday, April 27.  

World Malaria Day is an opportunity to remember those who have 
died from malaria, honor those who live with the daily realities of 
the disease and renew our commitment to join the global movement 
of people who are making malaria history.

Our goal is to raise $250,000 — enough to start malaria programming in Namibia. But we 
need you! Save the date, join the movement and observe World Malaria Day on April 27. We 
are a church that believes God is calling us into the world — together. Imagine the impact we 
can have together as we continue working toward the goal of eliminating deaths from malaria 
in Namibia.

Use this bulletin-ready insert in your congregation’s newsletter or Sunday bulletin to 
announce your participation in World Malaria Day 2014.

Announce

Look for more bulletin-ready inserts for World Malaria Day 2014 

and stories of the impact of your gifts at 

www.ELCA.org/malaria/resources. 
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• Mosquito costume, mascot, stuffed mosquito or large 
printed image of mosquito fly swatter or spray bottle 
labeled “bug spray”

• Mosquito net (can be purchased online or from an 
outdoors, camping or military surplus store)

• ELCA Malaria Campaign stickers (can be ordered online 
at www.ELCA.org/malaria/resources.)

1. Establish mosquitoes as the topic — almost everyone can relate to getting a mosquito bite. 
What do you do when a mosquito is buzzing around? You swat it/spray it!

2. Here in the U.S., mosquito bites are just itchy. But in Africa, a mosquito bite can lead to 
malaria. What is malaria? It’s a dangerous disease that makes people have a high fever and 
get really sick. If it gets really bad, people who have malaria can die. “Mascot” buzzes and 
threatens kids playfully.

3. Get two tall volunteers (kids or adults) to help hold up the net. Introduce the net: What is this? 
What do you suppose it’s used for? (People sleep under nets to be protected from mosquitoes 
while they sleep.) Invite kids to get under the net, and have a conversation with them. 

• Mosquitoes transmit malaria to humans when they bite (optional gory details about 
sucking blood and “spitting” the parasite into the human).

• Mosquitoes are especially hungry at night — and that’s exactly when humans aren’t 
awake to swat them! So people are most vulnerable at night. That’s why it’s important 
to sleep under a net.

• “Mascot” buzzes around, but can’t get in the net. And in fact, the insecticide on the 
net kills the mosquito! Kids, how do you feel under the net? (They should feel safer!)

4. God wants all of God’s children to be healthy! So everyone who lives in Africa should have a 
mosquito net to sleep under, and a doctor and medicine to help them when they get sick.

5. There are some people who don’t have those things. So our church, the ELCA, is working 
with Lutheran churches in Africa to make sure that everyone has what they need to protect 
themselves and their families from malaria. 

Children’s sermon

Materials

Outline
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6. You can help! We are raising money ($15 million by 2015 — about $4 per baptized member 
of the ELCA) to help Lutherans in Africa create programs that help their neighbors stay safe 
from malaria — and make sure everyone has a net to sleep under. A net and the education to 
learn how to use it only costs $10. (Suggest that they collect change at home.)

7. Hand out ELCA Malaria Campaign stickers to all the new “helpers.”

8. Pray: Dear Jesus, thank you for creating healthy bodies for us, and giving us tools like 
mosquito nets and bug spray so people can be safe at night. Please watch over all of the 
kids who get sick from malaria. And give us big hearts so that we can share what we have, 
so every family can have what they need. In your name, Amen. 
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After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law 
was suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about her. Then he stood over 
her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately she got up and began to serve 
them. As the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various 
kinds of diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them and 
cured them.

Compassionate and healing God, you rebuked the fever that afflicted Peter’s mother-in-law and 
restored her to wholeness. We gather today to stand with our sisters and brothers in Africa who 
live with the constant threat of malaria.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

We walk with them on the long, rutted road to the clinic.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

We keep vigil at the bedside of children and pregnant women stricken by malaria.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

We accompany the doctors, nurses and family members who care tirelessly for malaria patients.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

We embrace the parents who grieve the loss of children to malaria, and we weep with those 
who have lost wives and mothers.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

We despair with those who are burdened by poverty and the financial costs of malaria.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

We pray for the success of researchers who discover methods of prevention and treatment and 
for village health care teams as they educate people about malaria.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

We wait in hope with our sisters and brothers for the day when malaria will be no more.
Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever.

Open our hearts, O Lord, and infect them with generosity and love for your people so that through 
our gifts and serving, lives might be changed as the fever of malaria is rebuked; in Jesus’ name. 
Amen

(Litany and Prayers: Karen Nurmi, Metropolitan New York Synod of the ELCA)

Reading and Litany

Luke 4:38-40
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If you are able to show a video during the offering, the ELCA Malaria Campaign has three 
different two-minute videos to choose from. They can be accessed by visiting 
www.ELCA.org/malaria/resources.

• ELCA Malaria Campaign video, 2 minutes: explains what malaria is, why the ELCA 
Malaria Campaign is needed and how we work together with companions in Africa.

• Zambia video: highlights the impact of the Lutheran malaria program in Zambia

• Malawi video: highlights the impact of the Lutheran malaria program in Malawi

Consider part or all of that Sunday’s offering to be donated to the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 
Order special ELCA Malaria Campaign offering envelopes ahead of time at 
www.ELCA.org/malaria/resources. 

You can give online at www.ELCA.org/malaria or mail checks directly to the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign at P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764. Be sure to include “World Malaria Day” in 
the memo line. And remember, all gifts for World Malaria Day will be matched.

Suggestions for the offering

Your gifts on World Malaria 

Sunday, April 27, will be matched 

thanks to a group of generous 

donors. Don’t delay — send in your checks by May 2!
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April 27, 2014—2nd Sunday of Easter, Year A
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

As we celebrate World Malaria Day, we join millions of others around the globe in remembering 
those who have died from malaria, honoring people whose lives are impacted by malaria on 
a daily basis, and celebrating those who work to make malaria history. The ELCA engages in 
global malaria work as a response to the grace we experience in our risen savior, Jesus Christ, 
and as an embodiment of our tagline, “God’s work. Our hands.” Alongside our Lutheran sisters 
and brothers in Africa, we celebrate the resurrection by doing our part to offer new life to those 
experiencing malaria and its aftermath. There are several themes in today’s lectionary texts that 
are particularly appropriate in light of World Malaria Day: 

1. A God that is bigger than death;

2. Our identity as witnesses to the resurrection;

3. Experiencing the living hope and life-changing peace offered by Jesus Christ;

4. Our membership in a community of disciples commissioned to do God’s work.   

We have included connections to the work being done through the ELCA Malaria Campaign and 
quotes from Lutheran leaders in Africa who have witnessed first-hand the impact of the programs. 

Our God is bigger than death. Today’s texts celebrate the triumph of life over death. As spiritual 
descendants of David — and of Jesus — we claim the promises of God; one of those is freedom 
from the shackles of death. We have “a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.” The ELCA Malaria Campaign supports community-based malaria 
programs that bring life into situations of death. 

According to World Health Organization statistics: 
Just a few years ago, a child died of malaria every 30 
seconds … then it was every 45 seconds … and now the 
death rate has slowed to one child every 60 seconds. Still, 
far too many people are dying from a preventable and 
treatable disease — but life-saving progress is being made. 

Sermon starters

Introduction

Lectionary reflections and applications:
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We live as witnesses to the resurrection. “Resurrected life is missional existence” (Dr. Warren 
Carter). As Christians, we strive to witness to the resurrection with our words and with our 
actions. Our companion Lutheran churches in Africa do outreach to the whole self. They proclaim 
salvation through Christ, and they live out that message in their deeds, by alleviating suffering and 
ministering to those who are sick.

The Rev. Alfred Chana, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Zambia: The church is so special, compared to any other 
organization or government. Why? It is because the church 
deals with the physical being as well as the spiritual being. 
We share the gospel — the good news — and we also address 
the physical challenges that the person may be facing. And 
as we carry out our [malaria] program, we also tell the 
people that the great healer is God.

“Peace be with you.” In the Greek text, Jesus says three times, Eirēnē umin, “Peace be with you 
(plural).” The Greek word eirēnē comes from eirō, “to join.” It means the absence of war, and the 
presence of wholeness — in the state of eirēnē, all of the essential parts are joined together. (The 
Hebrew equivalent is shalom.) Jesus’ gift to Thomas, to all of his disciples — to us — is wholeness, 
health and the promise that he will be with us.

Bishop Joseph Buvmbwe, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Malawi: There are many people today who cannot 
understand what love is, because there is so much 
that is hindering them from seeing that love. And the 
mission that we, and the ELCA, must embark on is to 
remove those obstacles that hinder people from seeing 
the love of Christ. Malaria is one of them. HIV and AIDS 
is another. Poverty is the root of all these hindrances. 
When people live in poverty, day and night, how will they 
know Christ’s love? And so the church must proclaim 
that. As we continue our work, we can be assured that 
Christ will be with us, because this is the mission that Christ sent us to do. 
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Judith Jere, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi: 
I’m really proud of the church, and of course I’m proud of 
what the ELCA is doing with us. The accompaniment is 
wonderful. We are reaching out to many people who need 
the services, which without the ELCA, probably would not 
have been there. So what I would say is that with support 
from the ELCA, we are saving a lot of lives, especially the 
young children. The ELCA is really a friend indeed to us.

We are a community of disciples. Christ commissioned his disciples for the mission of 
sharing the good news with all the earth. He formed a new community, and gifted us with the 
Holy Spirit to strengthen us in this calling. As members of the body of Christ, we know that it is 
our calling to walk alongside God’s people all over the world. In our church, we call this walking 
together “accompaniment.” 

Every 60 seconds, a child in Africa dies from malaria. Consider this idea for personalizing 
the statistic in a dramatic way: during the sermon (and perhaps other non-singing parts of 
the service), ring a bell every 60 seconds. Each time a bell rings, a child from the congregation 
can lie down on the ground and remain there until the end of the sermon. After a 10-minute 
sermon, 10 of the congregation’s children have “died,” adding weight and emotion to the 
message of World Malaria Day. 

Interactive sermon idea:
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Gracious God, we confess that we often fail to hear the cries of our sisters and brothers around 
the world. Turn us outward and help us to listen and respond to the voices of those who suffer, 
especially those who live with the constant threat of malaria; Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, we pray for the young children who are so vulnerable to the devastating 
effects of malaria, and the mothers and fathers who have lost beloved children to the disease. 
Comfort them in their grief and suffering, deliver them from pain and fear and fill them with 
your peace; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Healing God, empower the worldwide efforts of health organizations, corporations, governments, 
researchers and faith-based groups who have embraced the vision to overcome malaria. Bring 
success to the ELCA Malaria Campaign as we accompany our sisters and brothers in Africa, 
working together to contain and conquer malaria; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, we pray for the professional health care providers who care for malaria patients. 
Grant them the knowledge, skill and compassion that inspire confidence and hope in patients 
and families during diagnosis and treatment. Sustain them when they grow weary; Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, we pray for national and local leaders. Grant them hearts full of 
compassion, and wisdom in decision-making. Help them to hear and respond to the cries for 
justice, especially for those at risk of malaria. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayers of the people
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Before the activity begins, select one person and secretly sprinkle glitter in their hand. Split 
the group in two and make some clear indicator between the two groups (e.g., one group could 
wear something special and the other not, or one could hold a sign saying “Group A” in their left 
hand and the other “Group B”). However you divide them, the group with the person with glitter 
is Group A, the other is Group B.

Give the groups one minute to shake hands (silently) with members from the opposite group. After 
one minute, have everyone sit down and check their hands. Anyone with glitter on their hands 
should stand up again.

Explain that the glitter represents the malaria parasite. Everyone with glitter on their hands is 
now infected with malaria. People in Group A represent mosquitoes who can transmit malaria, 
people in Group B are people with the malaria parasite. When the activity began, only one 
“mosquito” had malaria, and now it has spread to all these other people. Ask the group, “How 
can we stop or slow the spread of malaria? What would have happened if the first ‘mosquito’ 
had been unable to shake hands with anyone?”

Set a fundraising goal for the congregation — perhaps $10 
per baptized member? Create the infestation by making 
photocopies of a giant mosquito (found at the end of this 
resource), and hanging them up all over the sanctuary, 
narthex or fellowship hall. Invite members of the 
congregation to be “exterminators.” For every $1 or $10 
raised toward the congregation’s goal, a mosquito will 
come down. The congregation works together to become 
a mosquito-free, and thus malaria-free, zone. Remember to 
celebrate your success. 

For a template to print out, see the last page of this resource. 

Intergenerational activity ideas

Malaria glitter handshake activity

It’s a malaria infestation!
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Last year, the Outreach and 
Mission Committee at St. Andrew 
Lutheran Church in Bristol, Conn., 
held a “Safari Supper” fundraiser 
for the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 
Transformed with netting and paper 
mosquitos, the fellowship hall was 
decorated in animal print, complete 
with stuffed giraffes and leopards!

The “Safari Supper” consisted of 
traditional foods from African areas 
affected by malaria — areas in which 
malaria still poses a threat, although 
a decreasing one thanks to the efforts 
of the ELCA and others. Parishioners 
volunteered to prepare the food for 
the evening with the recipes supplied 
by the committee. Each dish was 
easily crafted using food items from the local grocer. Many stews and rice dishes were enjoyed 
(the chicken Moambe is a recommendation) and even some fruit dishes and breads were made. 
Tickets to the dinner were sold in advance and at the door with over 50 people in attendance.

A goal of the committee was to educate the congregation about malaria. The committee utilized the 
resources available from the ELCA to show a video and give a brief presentation on malaria and the 
efforts to eradicate it.

The Safari Supper was one way for St. Andrew to support this important effort. With the 
amount raised by the dinner, and some matching funds from Thrivent Care Abounds in 
Communities, nearly $1,000 was raised in one night!

(Article and photo, Arlene Creswell)

Host a “Safari Supper”
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Challenge kids to try to survive a day in the life of a mosquito by racing to accomplish 
these tasks.

Set-up (use a large open space):

1. Drape a mosquito net across chairs or so that it hangs over the edges of a small table

2. Clear off a large space on a wall

3. Blow up balloons with small pieces of paper in them that say either

• You’re healthy; keep going!

• Got malaria; start over! 

You can decide how many of each phrase you want to use. We put the ‘Got malaria’ 
message in every third balloon.

4. Tape balloons to the wall using painter’s tape (this keeps the tape from ruining the walls)

5. Find a shoe box and cut a small hole in the bottom of it (just a little bit larger than a 
ping-pong ball) then put 10-15 ping-pong balls in the box (note that wadded-up pieces of 
paper work well too if you don’t have ping-pong balls handy)

6. Pour a small amount of tomato juice into cups and set straws by them on a table

7. Spread the challenges throughout the room to make a course that the kids will go through

Malaria madness mosquito race

What you will need:

• Balloons

• Toothpicks

• Mosquito netting

• Tomato juice (or other red juice)

• Dixie cups

• Straws

• A shoe box

• Ping-pong balls

• Optional prizes for completing 
the race

• Stopwatch if you are timing the kids 
to see who finishes the fastest
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Instructions:

Life can be hard for a mosquito; there are many challenges and dangers that they face on a 
daily basis. Let’s see how well you would do as a mosquito! 

1. The first challenge mosquitos face is getting past the nets and screens people put up to 
keep them out. Crawl under the mosquito net without letting it touch you!

2. Next, mosquitos don’t mean to get people sick. It happens when they bite someone 
who is already sick and then pass it on to other people. Take a toothpick and pick the 
“person” you want to bite (a balloon from the balloon wall) but look out! If you bite the 
wrong “person” you need to start again.

3. Once a mosquito has picked the right “person” to bite, they get their meal. Pretend you 
are a mosquito and use the straw to quickly suck up the tomato juice — but do it quickly 
or you might get swatted. (Kids who refuse to try the juice get swatted after a period of 
time … normally 45 seconds or so to keep things moving. If they get swatted they have 
to do a silly song or dance then move on to the last challenge).

4. Finally, mosquitoes have babies by laying their eggs in small pools of water. Pretend you 
are going to be a parent mosquito and lay five eggs (kids do this by holding the shoe box 
of ping-pong balls behind their back and then wiggling and jumping around until they 
have shaken five balls or “eggs” out of the box).

Congratulate kids on a job well done!

This is meant to be mostly a fun and silly activity for kids. You could always make it more 
meaningful by adding some Bible verses (for example, when God created insects in Genesis and 
called them good) or by having a conversation with the kids about how they felt while trying to 
get through all these challenges. Did they think it was easy or hard to be a mosquito? Have they 
changed their mind at all about mosquitos? 

(This game was created by the Rev. Megan Crouch and Brenda Wagner of the Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod of the ELCA.)
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Resources

Top five World Malaria Day resources:

Order or download resources at 

www.ELCA.org/malaria/resources.

Thank you for your prayers, partnership and gifts to the 

ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

1. Educate others with a special World Malaria Day PowerPoint presentation and script.

2. Get details about how the ELCA Malaria Campaign will work in Namibia by downloading 
the Namibia country profile.

3. Order brochures, stickers, posters and offering envelopes.

4. Watch and share one of the ELCA Malaria Campaign videos.

5. Check out and subscribe to the malaria blog at www.ELCA.org/malaria/blog.
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