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World Malaria Sunday

April 26, 2015

 

[Introduce yourself and your connection to the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign] 
 
Every year, people across the globe observe World Malaria Day on 
April 25. The ELCA Malaria Campaign has designated today – April 
26 – as our Malaria Sunday. Our special offering today will 
support the ministry of the ELCA Malaria Campaign, particularly in 
countries where the Lutheran malaria program is not yet fully 
funded.  
 
World Malaria Day is an opportunity to remember those who 
have died from malaria, honor those who live with the daily 
realities of the disease, and renew our commitment to join the 
global movement of people who are making malaria history.  
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Why us? Why now?

• Following Christ’s call 
• A moment in history: 

Millennium 

Development Goals
• Joining our 

companions in Africa

 

You might be wondering – why malaria? Why the church? Why 
now? There are a number of great reasons for this church to have 
a malaria campaign.  
• First of all, Christ calls us to take care of one another. When our 

sisters and brothers suffer from malaria, we all suffer. And so 
we all work together to stop this disease that claims so many 
lives each year.  

• Secondly, we’re at an exciting moment in history right now. 
We’re at a time when non-profit organizations, governments, 
researchers, celebrities and churches all over the world are all 
working together to take down malaria. We’re at a moment in 
time when we could turn the tables on malaria. The 
Millennium Development Goals, established at the turn of the 
century (2000), call us to dramatically reduce the number of 
deaths from malaria by 2015. And the ELCA, along with our 
Lutheran companions in Africa, will be a part of this historical 
endeavor.   

• Most importantly, in this campaign we join hands with our 
Lutheran companion churches in Africa, with whom we have 
built trusting and mutual relationships over many decades. 
Together we have all of the tools we need to fight malaria – in 
the ELCA, we have been blessed with abundance that we can 
share, and our companions have experience fighting malaria 
and other diseases of poverty. With our combined resources 
and the health-care infrastructure that has been built by our 
companions over the years, we have powerful tools.  
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Where 

We 

Work

 

It has been the tradition that every year on Malaria Sunday, the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign lifts up one of the countries whose 
malaria program we’re supporting. In 2012, we learned more 
about Liberia, in 2013, Uganda, and in 2014 it was Namibia. This 
year is a little different. This year is the last year of fundraising for 
the ELCA Malaria Campaign, so we are focusing on securing 
funding for each of the remaining country programs.   
  
Some Lutheran malaria programs began early, and they are fully 
funded. Some started a little later, and currently have operational 
malaria programs which are almost fully funded. And some 
programs have just recently begun. They depend on the 
successful completion of the ELCA Malaria Campaign in order to 
be fully funded. This map shows all 13 countries that the Malaria 
Campaign supports, and which level of funding they have 
received.  
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$13.5
MILLION

• Over $13.5 million so far!

• 90% of goal 

• $1.5 million left to goal

Overall Fundraising

 

The ELCA Malaria Campaign has a goal of raising $15 million by 
the end 2015. Thanks to the efforts of individuals, congregations 
and synods, the ELCA has raised over $13.5 million dollars to date. 
This means that we are 90% of the way towards our goal. Now is 
the time to finish strong. To fully fund all of the Lutheran malaria 
programs, we will need to raise an additional $1.5 million before 
the end of the year. Working together, ELCA members can fund 
the good malaria work in all 13 countries, as promised! 

Slide 

5 Congregation Participation

Given to Malaria

Not yet given54%

 

Since the beginning of the ELCA Malaria Campaign, over half of all 
ELCA congregations have participated in one way or another. 
Considering we are a church body of nearly 10,000 congregations 
with many and varied ways to engage in our communities and our 
world, I think this is no small feat. Thank you for being one 
congregation that is part of this effort! 
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Lutheran malaria programs

 

Most of the Lutheran malaria programs function under 4 main 
pillars of programming: 
- Capacity Building 
- Prevention & Control 
- Testing & Treatment 
- Sustainable Livelihoods 
 
Here are some stories about what the programming under each 
of those pillars looks like on the ground.  
 



Slide 

7 
Capacity Building

Namibia: The program is getting 

underway with stakeholder meetings 
& training church leaders.

 

The first pillar is capacity building. Before any malaria program 
begins, staff and volunteers must be trained, key partners in the 
community must be identified, and proper infrastructure to 
implement the program must be in place. The program in Namibia 
is focused in the northern region (where there is the most 
malaria, especially during the rainy season). It is now starting up 
with a baseline survey, networking & meetings with key partners 
and stakeholders (such as the Ministry of Health & the National 
Malaria Control Program), as well as capacity building of church 
and community leaders, to set a solid foundation for the 
program’s activities. 
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Nigeria: Nets are distributed by two

health workers of the Lutheran

Church of Christ in Nigeria.

Prevention &Control

 

The second pillar of programming is malaria prevention and 
control. Nets are perhaps the most visible and well-known way to 
prevent malaria. They protect people in two ways: 
• Sleeping under a mosquito net prevents mosquitos from 

getting in 
• Mosquito nets are treated with long-lasting insecticides, so if 

a mosquito comes in contact with the net, it may be fatal for 
the bug. This makes the whole house safer from mosquitos.  

 
Photo: Nuwayina Briska (left) is a Health Educator and Joseph 
Antibas (right) is the Malaria Coordinator for the Lutheran Church 
of Christ in Nigeria. Here, they are distributing mosquito nets from 
the health clinic at the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria’s 
annual convention. 
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Prevention & Control

Zimbabwe: Women of the Evangelical 

Lutheran church in Zimbabwe work to 

eliminate mosquito breeding grounds.

 

Another way to prevent malaria is by environmental control. In 
Zimbabwe, the Lutheran malaria program involves the elimination 
of mosquito breeding grounds. Mosquitoes breed in standing 
water, so a good way to cut down on mosquito populations is to 
remove areas of standing water near homes and buildings. The 
Lutheran malaria program provides education around the 
importance of getting rid of standing water as well as shovels, 
rakes and other equipment so that people can fill in potholes and 
cut tall grasses.  
 
Photo: A women’s group with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Zimbabwe spends some time raking, shoveling and picking up 
trash to limit the spaces where mosquitos can breed. 
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Prevention & Control

Uganda: Kiyai received pre-natal 

care during pregnancy and her 

daughter Evaline was born healthy!

 

The ELCA Malaria Campaign supports programming that provides 
preventative medication for women during pregnancy. Pregnant 
women have a higher risk of contracting malaria, and when a 
mother has malaria during pregnancy, it often results in low birth 
rates for her newborn. Kiyai Skoviya’s family has been 
participating in the Lutheran malaria program in Uganda. When 
Kiyai was pregnant, she received a net to sleep under from the 
village health team member, who works to spread malaria 
education and awareness in her community. Kiyai, thanks to the 
malaria program, gained access to good pre-natal care and 
malaria preventative treatment. Her daughter, Evaline, was born 
healthy and has never had malaria!  
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Prevention & Control

South Sudan: Nets have been 

distributed to communities in 

remote areas by air, where 

roads are impassible. 

 

Because the ELCA Malaria Campaign has long-standing 
relationships with trusted Lutheran partners, we can respond with 
malaria interventions even in times of emergency. In South 
Sudan, where civil conflict has interfered with the malaria 
program, we have worked with The Lutheran World Federation to 
procure nets and other emergency medical supplies, and 
distribute them to communities in remote areas – often by air 
(when roads are impassible). 

Slide 

12 

Education

Burundi: Participants sing and dance to 

share educational messages about malaria.  

 

In addition to providing resources to prevent malaria, it is 
important that people learn about malaria, its signs and 
symptoms, so that they can seek prompt treatment. Education is 
a key part of malaria prevention and control.  This group of 
community members participates in a malaria messaging 
competition at an educational event in Mwiruzi, Burundi. These 
messages often come in the form of song, dance or drama. These 
performances attract large crowds and helps spread helpful 
information to many people. During performances, community 
members share with each other what malaria symptoms look like, 
where and how to seek treatment and how to prevent malaria in 
their homes.  
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Education

Tanzania: Sunday School children learn 

about malaria through drama. 

Photo courtesy of Lutheran World Relief  

Children also receive educational training about malaria. Flying 
around as a malaria-transmitting mosquito, Dorcas helps to 
educate her community about malaria through the Lutheran 
malaria program in Tanzania. She flies through the Sunday school 
children at Ngaruma Lutheran Parish, looking for someone to bite. 
She tries multiple times to get to the children under the net, but 
is unable to reach them. Through their skit, Dorcas and her 
Sunday school class are reinforcing positive behavior by sleeping 
under a net and helping to save lives from malaria.  
 
The Lutheran malaria program in Tanzania, supported by the ELCA 
Malaria Campaign, is implemented by Lutheran World Relief and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  

Slide 

14 

Zambia: A health worker and a pastor 

test for malaria at an open clinic, and 

distribute medicine if positive. 

Testing & Treatment

 

The third pillar of programming is testing and treatment. Before 
treating malaria, it is important to first provide diagnosis. This can 
be achieved with a Rapid Diagnostic test, which requires only a 
test strip and a prick of blood from a finger. In Zambia, community 
outreach events make malaria interventions available in rural 
areas, like this one in the Dipalata village. Trained volunteers from 
the Lutheran malaria program in Zambia work to provide malaria 
testing and treatment for community members. Even pastors of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia have been trained to 
test for malaria.  
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Testing &Treatment

Malawi: “Treatment is given right 

away at the community level, so the 

cases are reduced.”  

If a person tests positive for malaria, they will receive medication 
to treat the disease. In this photo, a health worker from Malawi 
distributes malaria medication. A nurse from Malawi named Stella 
Kaziputa described the Lutheran malaria program in Malawi by 
saying, “Before the project started, there were about 10-15 
children in a week with malaria. [At] this time we can [count] only 
2 to 3 children at our district hospital coming with the severe 
signs of malaria [each week]. This is because the malaria 
treatment is given right away at the community [level], so the 
cases are reduced.” 
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Mozambique: Juma received a 

grant to begin his pottery small 

business.

Sustainable livelihoods

 

The fourth pillar of programming is sustainable livelihoods. 
Malaria is a disease of poverty, so one way to reduce malaria is to 
reduce the burden of poverty in communities. The ELCA Malaria 
Campaign supports income generating programs which make it 
easier for people to afford hospital expenses, nutritious food and 
basic health care needs.  
Juma Sumahil is a participant in the Lutheran malaria program in 
Mozambique. He received a microloan from the malaria program 
to start up his pottery business. With the loan, he purchased a 
kick wheel and built a kiln. Juma creates water jugs and filters that 
enable families to cover standing water and access clean drinking 
water. Through his pottery business, Juma generates income for 
his family and helps protect his neighbors from malaria. 
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Uganda: “I have been able to bring 

education on preventing, testing and treating 

malaria to the local level. Cases of malaria 

have reduced. This is a positive change!”

Impact

 

The impact of the Lutheran malaria program is measurable and 
real in the communities where we work. A village health team in 
the Katakwi district of Uganda reports that before the program 
came to their communities, “Malaria cases were rampant. People 
didn’t know what causes malaria, how to prevent it or even that it 
was treatable.” Edulu Emmanuel, a member of the village health 
team, explains that because of the training he has received, “I 
have been able to bring education on preventing, testing and 
treating malaria to the local level. Cases of malaria have reduced. 
This is positive change!”  
 
Edulu works closely with families throughout the area where he 
lives. This brings malaria education, prevention and treatment to 
the local level. He makes house visits to families like Ester’s, 
pictured here. Watch Ester’s story (on the next slide) and see how 
the Lutheran malaria program has positively changed her and her 
family’s lives. 
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The Change in Our Lives – A Video

Click here to view the video.

 

Now we’ll see a story about Ester’s family in Uganda. Malaria was 
a frequent reality in Damasiko village where they live. Now, with 
access to malaria education and treatment, Ester and her family 
can focus on the future. 
 
(Clicking on the link will bring you to the ELCA’s YouTube video, 
where you can view it in your browser. You also have the option to 
download the video – the link to do so is found in the video 
description. You can also order a DVD copy here: 
http://resources.elca.org/ELCA_Malaria_Campaign-
ELCA_Malaria_Campaign_Impact_Video.html ) 
 
The direct path to the YouTube video is here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyzcCldeWsQ&list=PLNDmV
whz-M34LjJ69ByRllqmQcyGc3Ykn&index=2  
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Impact

• In Zambia, a rural health post reported that the malaria 
mortality rate in the area declined to zero in 2014

• In Uganda, by the end of 2014, 98% of households in the 
project area had at least one mosquito net

• In Malawi, the proportion of pregnant women in a 
project area who received two or more doses of 
malaria preventive treatment has increased from 41% in 
2011 to 73% in 2014

• Overall, more than 2 million people have been reached 
with education about malaria prevention and control

• Overall, more than 160,000 people have been tested for 
malaria through Lutheran malaria programs

 

Here are some of the latest statistics from our Lutheran malaria 
programs, which provide a numerical snapshot of the impact your 
gifts to the ELCA Malaria Campaign are making:  
• In Zambia, a rural health post reported that the malaria 

mortality rate in the area declined to zero in 2014 
• In Uganda, by the end of 2014, 98% of households in the 

project area had at least one mosquito net 
• In Malawi, the proportion of pregnant women who received 

two or more doses of malaria preventive treatment has 
increased from 41% in 2011 to 73% in 2014 

• Overall, more than 2 million people have been reached with 
education about malaria prevention and control 

• Overall, more than 160,000 people have been tested through 
Lutheran malaria programs 

http://resources.elca.org/ELCA_Malaria_Campaign-ELCA_Malaria_Campaign_Impact_Video.html
http://resources.elca.org/ELCA_Malaria_Campaign-ELCA_Malaria_Campaign_Impact_Video.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyzcCldeWsQ&list=PLNDmVwhz-M34LjJ69ByRllqmQcyGc3Ykn&index=2%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyzcCldeWsQ&list=PLNDmVwhz-M34LjJ69ByRllqmQcyGc3Ykn&index=2%20
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This is a very exciting time to be a part of the fight against 
malaria! Since 2000, malaria-related mortality has been reduced 
considerably. Among under-5 children in sub-Saharan Africa (one 
of the most vulnerable populations), malaria mortality has been 
reduced by 58%! Although population in malarial areas has risen, 
the number of malaria infections has fallen dramatically, to the 
tune of 45 million fewer infections per year since the year 2000. 
According to the World Health Organization’s 2014 World Malaria 
Report, malaria cases and deaths are falling fast. The ELCA 
Malaria Campaign is a part of these exciting global trends! 
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Beyond 2015

Support for malaria work continues 

through ELCA World Hunger

 

You already know that we have entered the final year of the ELCA 
Malaria Campaign, and you might be wondering, “What happens 
next?” Although our fundraising campaign efforts for malaria will 
end, our commitment to walking together with our companions 
and supporting their health-care ministries will not end. Our 
global Lutheran partners who choose to prioritize malaria 
programming after 2015 will seek funding through ELCA World 
Hunger, which has a long history of supporting health-related 
programming. The Lutheran malaria programs are 
comprehensive, so they are already integrated with themes like 
good nutrition, proper hygiene, financial literacy, income 
generation and leadership development. Thanks to long-standing 
relationships and a commitment to comprehensive, community-
based care, ELCA World Hunger is well-positioned to continue 
supporting the malaria-related work of our partners in Africa well-
beyond 2015.  
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Where to find resources

Website: www.ELCA.org/malaria

(Look under “Resources”)

Blog: www.ELCA.org/malaria/blog

(Be sure to subscribe!)

 

Thank you for commemorating World Malaria Day! For more 
information about the ELCA Malaria Campaign, please check out 
our website and blog.  

 


