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THERE IS A VERY tense feeling over my body, as I cross the 
Salinas River which divides the lettuce fields of  the Salinas 

Valley.  The fog is thick and I am on high alert for farm tractors on 
the road.  Not trusting my own senses, I reach over for my yellow 
high-definition sunglasses, the ones that truckers wear for driving 
in snow.  I seek a clearer, deeper picture ahead.  Slowly, I make the 
twisting climb up Reservation Road and at the point of  the East 
Garrison of  the former Fort Ord, the fog breaks.  There is warm 
sunshine.  To my left, overshadowing Fort Ord, are John Steinbeck’s 
famous Pastures of  Heaven.  The straight road ahead takes me to a 
place of  transformation.  It is Sunday morning and I am heading to 
church. 

Marina’s Epiphany Lutheran & Episcopal Church is at the 
crossroads; it is on the way.  It stands between the shoreline of  
the Pacific Ocean and fertile fields.  The community is a gateway 
for people entering and leaving Monterey county. It’s a city of  
under 20,000 with 52 different first languages. It’s the seventh most 
diverse city in the nation for its size.  With over 25 churches in the 
community, Epiphany stands out, not because it is the biggest or 
richest;  it is neither.  It stands out because of  its diversity in cultures, 
ethnicities and language.  It stands out because of  its community 
involvement.  It stands out because it is both Lutheran and 
Episcopal.

Some question whether a joint group of  Lutherans and 
Episcopalians can be orthodox enough to be truly Lutheran or truly 
Episcopalian.  How could two groups together be true to their being?  
At the Transfiguration, no one saw Jesus Christ as a hybrid of  Moses 
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and Elijah. Instead they saw Jesus Christ, brighter than ever, engaged 
between the two.

We can build separate tabernacles or we can ask ourselves “Is 
what we can do together greater than what we can do alone?” On the 
Feast of  the Transfiguration, let us seek the road to Jerusalem.  The 
messages that Moses and Elijah bring to understanding Jesus Christ 
are neither lost nor confused. We know who they are and what they 
bring to this witness.  So with Lutherans and Episcopalians.  A little 
congregation named Epiphany, in sight of  the Pastures of  Heaven, 
took off  its tinted glasses, trusted its senses and found that together is 
greater.

Loving Creator help us to lift from our vision those things that veil us 
from seeing you, with our whole being.  Help us to trust, learn from and 
celebrate those who sojourn with us.  Amen.

. . . 

Jon Perez (Marina, California), a member of  the Lutheran-Episcopal Coordinating 
Committee,  is the Priest of  Epiphany Lutheran & Episcopal Church in Marina and 
Senior Chaplain to California State University of  Monterey Bay.
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