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TALKING POINTS  #8 
TOPICS IN CHRISTIAN‐MUSLIM RELATIONS 

 
BELIEVING IN GOD 

 
 

I believe in one God, an all-embracing God, a God who is 
neither male nor female, nor human, a merciful and 
compassionate God.  In submitting to God’s will and living 
a Muslim life, I am asked to apply the discipline and 
judgment that will allow me to make the correct choices.  
To serve God, I am asked to be fair and just, charitable 
and humble.  

 
The quotation above is from Ranya, a Muslim woman from New 
York City, trying to explain her understanding of God.1  
 
 A question that regularly comes up when Muslims and Christians 
meet is: Do Christians and Muslims worship the same God?  Any 
response requires some nuance.  Certainly, there are differences 
in Christian and Islamic convictions about God.  Christians 
worship God the Holy Trinity; for them, God is the life shared by 
Jesus, the one he called Abba, Father, and their Spirit, poured out 
on the church and active in the world.  This concept is not easy to 
understand: it took the church years to explain how to understand 
the concept of the Trinity.  However, all Christians agree that there 
is only one God, not three. 
 
Muslims stress God’s unicity or oneness; for them, God is the one 
revealed through the messengers and prophets.  The Qur’an 
proclaims the oneness of God; for example, the very brief chapter 
112 states: “Say, ‘He is God the One, God the eternal. He begot 
no one nor was He begotten. No one is comparable to Him.”  It 
addresses the Christian belief in the Trinity: “Those people who 

                                                 
1 Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner, The Faith Club:A Muslim, a 
Christian, a Jew – Three Women Search for Understanding (New York: The Free 
Press, 2006), 171.  



say that God is the third of three are defying [the truth]: there is 
only one God” (Q 5:73; see also Q 4:171). 
 
Despite the differences, there is much that Christians and Muslims 
can say together about God: Ranya’s words above point to some 
of these things.  From their first encounters to the present day, 
Christians and Muslims have been able to speak intelligibly and 
profitably together about human life in the light of the reality of 
God, our creator, our Lord, and our goal; the One to whom we 
hearken and to whom we turn in prayer and praise.   
 
People of faith find that there are strong reasons, specifically 
religious reasons, to take God’s reality and our human condition 
seriously.  In response to “A Common Word between Us and 
You,” a letter signed (at its release in 2007) by 138 Muslim leaders 
and scholars and addressed to heads of Christian churches, 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson stated that “Jews, 
Muslims and Christians are called to one another as to a holy site, 
where God’s living revelation in the world is received in reverence 
among the faithful and not in fear of our neighbors.” 2 
 
Exploring our commonalities and differences is important.   But 
surely the best context for exploring them is that of genuine 
relationships, as Christians and Muslims come to know one 
another as neighbors and friends, and can risk sharing their 
witness about God’s presence and activity in our world today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
2  “A Common Word Between Us and You,” www.acommonword.com, Presiding 
Bishop Mark S. Hanson’s statement may be found at 
www.acommonword.com/index.php?page=responses&item=2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What reasons can you find for coming to know people of other 
faiths, Muslims in particular?  Are there biblical passages that 
come to mind as you think about the encounter with people 
from outside the immediate circle of faith? 
 

2. What experiences have you had with people of other faiths?  
Have you learned anything—also about yourself, or your own 
Christian faith—from the experience? 
 

3. Do you think that it is possible (or appropriate) for Christians to 
pray with people of other faiths?  If so, what kinds of prayer 
might you offer?  
 

4. How would you as a Christian bear witness to your experience 
of God the Holy Trinity in a conversation with a Muslim? 


