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TALKING POINTS  #6 
TOPICS IN CHRISTIAN‐MUSLIM RELATIONS 

 
CARING FOR CREATION 

 
 
[D]o you not see that all those who are in the heavens and earth 
praise God, as do the birds with wings outstretched?  Each knows 
its [own way] of prayer and glorification: God has full knowledge of 
what they do.  Q 24:41 

  
The heavens are telling the glory of God; And the firmament 
proclaims his handiwork.  Psalm 19:1 
 
The environmental crisis is pushing members of all religious faiths 
to search their traditions for the resources that will help humanity 
confront it.  Christians and Muslims, who together account for 
about half of the world’s population, have a special responsibility 
in this regard—and rich resources. 
 
The Qur’an is full of wonder at the natural world.  The heavens 
and the earth, the diversity of animal life, the mystery of their 
procreation, various kinds of food plants and vegetation, the rain 
that renews the seemingly dead earth, the mysterious winds that 
allow for seafaring, even the colors and languages of human 
beings, are all signs of the power and mercy of God.  In a sense, 
the creation is a kind of revelation in signs, alongside God’s 
revelation in words.  It has a message to which human beings are 
called to respond in faith and gratitude. 
 
The Qur’anic word for Paradise or Heaven is al-Jannah, “The 
Garden.”  Humanity’s final hope, then, is presented in terms of a 
shaded, fruitful and well-watered place.  This hope has been 
represented in a variety of ways throughout the history of Islamic 
art:  in the glorious gardens around palaces and tombs, such as 
the Alhambra in Granada, Spain, or the Taj Mahal in Agra, India; 
in the intricately-woven vegetative patterns in the artistic form of 



arabesque; or in the patterns in beautiful Turkish or Iranian 
carpets. 
 
The human vocation is not to “subdue” the earth (Genesis 1:28), 
but to be God’s vicegerent or deputy (khalifah, Q 2:30) in the 
earth.  For contemporary Muslims, this vicegerency is conceived 
of as a stewardship.  The creation, so full of signs of the power 
and mercy of God, is not something to be exploited, but to be 
cared for. 
 
The task before Christians and Muslims is urgent.  Many poor 
Muslims in the world are among the first to suffer from global 
climate change and its consequences, as may be seen in flooding 
in Bangladesh or Pakistan, or desertification in the Sahel in Africa. 
 
At the local level in North America, both Christian and Muslim 
communities are thinking of ways of “greening” their own worship 
and assembly spaces and their wider communities.  May these 
communities find one another and collaborate in projects from 
which the entire community will benefit.  Here is an issue in which 
a “dialogue of life” is not only reasonable and possible, but urgent 
for today’s world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Read in the Qur’an, Q 30:17-27, 46, 48-50.  What signs are 
spoken of here?  What are the implications of such discourse 
for (a) the care of the earth; (b) human communities? 

 
2. See Q 27:15-26 (and following), a story about King Solomon, 

who is regarded as a Prophet in the Qur’an.  Solomon’s ability 
to understand the languages of the animals (here, the ants 
and the hoopoe bird) is also known from Jewish lore.  What 
might be the ecological implications of such a view of the ants, 
or the hoopoe? 

 
3. Above, we concentrated on Islamic resources that commend 

attention to and care for the creation.  What do you see as the 
chief Christian resources for this? 

 
4. What environmental challenges do you find in your worship 

and assembly space, or in your neighborhood?   


