
Yom Kippur mutual hospitality between Jews and Christians:  

Northern California Lutherans serve as Shomrim for Jews and join in the “break-fast” feast!  

 

When hate crime vandalism occurred on Yom Kippur a number of years ago in the parking lot of 

a Sacramento area synagogue, Congregation Beth Israel of Chico, California was saddened and 

also concerned that something similar could happen again, and to other synagogues. They 

responded by asking for the help of Faith Lutheran Church, also of Chico. Would we be willing 

to serve as Shomrim (guardians) for them while they observed Yom Kippur the following year?  

 

The task is simple. Faith Lutheran volunteers take turns standing watch in the parking areas 

around the Temple throughout the High Holy Day observances while our Jewish neighbors are 

inside the Temple in prayer. The Lutherans have been serving in this capacity ever since, never 

having a lack of volunteers for this neighborly care.  A table spread with cookies, nuts and fruit 

is provided by our Jewish friends even though they are fasting.  During those days, hardly a 

worshipper walks by the Shomrim without expressing a gesture of heartfelt gratitude for our 

being there.  The Christians who share in the parking lot guarding are also warmly invited to join 

our Jewish friends in the festive meal that breaks their fast at the end of Yom Kippur.  

 

Friendships have developed over the years and we are grateful that no harm has ever been done 

to the cars or campus of Congregation Beth Israel during these prayerful days.  Faith Lutheran 

people are honored to have been asked to support our Jewish neighbors in this concrete act which 

becomes in turn an event of mutual hospitality as we celebrate together at the feast. Congregation 

Beth Israel’s Rabbi Julie Hilton Danan sent a letter to Faith Lutheran expressing their gratitude, 

but more widely read was her expression of appreciation on her facebook page.  Good words 

travel fast.   

 

As others and I have reflected on this experience, we have been struck by the creativity and trust 

on the part of Congregation Beth Israel as they looked at their own need.  They wisely imagined 

looking outside themselves for help. While hesitancy may be common among us to ask for help 

beyond our usual support systems of family and close friends, those who risk asking for help 

more broadly may be giving a great gift in return. An insight drawn from this exchange between 

synogogue and church is that it was instigated by a request for help from the wider community.  

 

This experience reminds me of the years my former congregation, St. Paul’s Lutheran, Santa 

Monica, California, asked Jewish neighbors to cover our childcare needs on Sunday morning. 

The Santa Monica Synogogue worshipped on Friday evenings in our sanctuary and they were 

pleased to respond to our need on Sunday mornings. The childcare provider also became a loving 

resource for teaching the children about other faiths even while they are very young. “Teach a 

child the way they should go and when they are old they shall not depart from it.” (Proverbs) My 

own children were often cared for in this Sunday morning nursery where they learned early on to 

cherish our Jewish neighbors, as they still do.  

 

What if we were to open ourselves to asking for help more often outside our various groupings?  

By asking for help we gift each other with experiences of giving that nurture and expand our 

own hearts even as we fulfill a neighbor’s need.  Service clearly benefits not only the served.    
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