
 
 

SCHEDULE 

Friday (October 7, October 14, November 4) 

 

9:00 – 10:30  Worship, Welcome 

Plenary 
 

Christ at the Center: Dying and Rising 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again: This is the mystery of our faith, the center of the church year, the 

heart of Sunday, and the pattern of the baptized life. This mystery is articulated and embodied throughout our worship in 

Word and Sacrament from our being gathered by the Holy Spirit in the Triune name to being sent to love and serve the 

world for which Christ died and was raised. 
 

10:30-10:45   Break  
 

11:00 – 12:00  Workshops 
 

Opened for Life: Baptism as Vocation 

To live among God’s faithful people. To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed. To serve all 

people. To strive for justice and peace in all the earth. These promises made at baptism describe our call to love and serve 

our neighbor throughout our lives. We will explore the baptism and communion services, alert to the ways we are 

encouraged in our baptismal vocation and sent to live out these promises in God’s world. 
 

Open to the Mystery: Singing and Planning 

How might we best enter the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising Sunday by Sunday, season by season, year to year? In word 

and song and gesture we will open the possibilities available for worship planners. 
 

Opening the Treasures: Exploring Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Session 1) 

Each workshop time will include an introduction to ELW, beginning with the services of Holy Communion and Holy 

Baptism. Whether this is your first experience with our church’s primary worship resource or you desire a refreshing look, 

we will review the history and process of development, explore the content, fundamental foundations that guided the work, 

and imagine the possibilities in various contexts. 
 

Navigating Sundays and Seasons: Evangelical Lutheran Worship and More 

Sundaysandseasons.com offers access and worship planning tools related to most of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship family 

of resources and a wealth of additional content as well. Learn more about navigating and making the best use of this recently 

updated and ever-expanding online planning platform for liturgy, music, preaching, and visuals. 
 



12:00-1:00 Lunch 
 

1:00 – 2:00  Plenary 
 

Christ at the Center: Praying the Word of God 

A discerning ear (or a quick look at “Scripture in Worship” on pp. 1154-1159 in ELW) tells us that all of Christian 

worship—its patterns, proclamation, practices and prayer—is biblical.  We cry out with the lepers, “Lord, have mercy,” 

sing a psalm with our ancestors, greet the Gospel with a scriptural acclamation, proclaim the Word in the hymn of the day, 

and pray for the world with biblical images. 
 

2:15 – 3:15  Workshops 
 

Open to Formation: Worship as Faith Formation 

Every time we gather around Word and Sacrament, we hear scripture read, proclaimed, and sung, we are welcomed by 

baptismal grace and fed by bread and wine, and then sent into the world to share the good news of God in Christ Jesus. The 

liturgy is full of history, theology, and scripture, all of which forms us as God’s faithful people. We will examine the myriad 

of ways in which we are continually formed in and through our gathering as Christ’s body in praise and in prayer.  
 

Open to the World: Praising and Pleading 

Gathered at the foot of the cross on Good Friday, we pray for all that Christ, lifted up, is drawing to God’s heart. This ever-

widening prayer is the model for intercessions at every service of Holy Communion. Come explore a wide variety of 

intercessory prayer forms. Try your hand at both adapting written prayers, such as those in Sundays and Seasons, and 

writing fresh petitions for local use. 
 

Opening the Treasures: Exploring Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Session 2) 

Continuing the work begun during the morning workshop session, we will proceed to the other services related to Baptism, 

Lent and the Three Days, Life Passages, and Daily Prayer. Whether this is your first experience with our church’s primary 

worship resource or you desire a refreshing look, we will review the history and process of development, explore the 

content, fundamental foundations that guided the work, and imagine the possibilities in various contexts. 
 

Opened by Song: Singing the Word of God 

Music voices our prayer, sounds our praise, proclaims God’s word, and expresses our lament. It tells God’s story and 

reflects our common life together. How are assemblies shaped by what they sing? How do we understand music’s role in the 

Christian assembly? How has the Church’s song changed and evolved? Come and explore the foundations of singing in 

Christian assembly, its place within Evangelical Lutheran Worship, and how it shapes the church for mission.  
 

3:15-3:30  Break  
 

3:30 – 4:00  Final Words 

Worship 
 

3:00 – 4:00  Orientation (for synodical leaders) 

 



Saturday  (October 8, October 15, November 5)  
 

8:00 – 9:00  Orientation (for synodical leaders) 
 

9:00 – 10:30  Worship  

   Plenary  
 

Christ at the Center: The Heart of Sunday 

In our gathering, in the Word, read, preached, and sung, in the bread and wine, and in our being sent back into the world, 

we see signs of the living Body of Christ. We will explore how the elements of the holy communion service point to the 

crucified and risen One who lies at the heart of the gathered assembly. 
 

10:30-10:45  Break 
 

10:45 – 12:00  Workshops 
 

Open to the Treasure of Song: Discovering the Music of ELW (Session 3) 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship presents a rich treasury of music that spans the centuries and crosses continents. From service 

music to hymns, this workshop will give a taste of the diversity of new and old music that lies at the heart of Lutheran 

worship.  
 

Open to Flexibility: In These or Similar Words 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship opens the door for worship planners to carefully and appropriately adapt liturgical texts and 

select songs for use in distinct contexts. Those who do not use ELW may especially value help in creating unique texts and 

selecting appropriate music for their community that are consistent with the patterns, words and songs in ELW. We will do 

some writing together exploring this possibility. 
 

Opening Up the Year: Seasonal Worship Planning    

Whether it is a focus on baptism in Lent and Easter or on hope and anticipation in Advent, each season of the church year 

casts light on the Gospel from a different angle, assisting worshipers to experience the fullness of life in Christ throughout 

the year. We will imagine ways in which intentional seasonal planning for worship can help us see the church year in a new 

light.  
 

Open to the Community: Serving and Leading 

Forty years ago leading worship was mostly “a one-man show.” Increasingly, a variety of worship ministries are recognized, 

including presiding ministers, assisting ministers, cantors and musicians, readers, intercessors, communion ministers within 

the assembly and communion ministers sent from the assembly. How might we best identify, train, form, rehearse, mentor 

and encourage strong, loving, and wise worship leaders? 
 

Opening the Door to the Future of Worship in the ELCA (only in Colorado and Minnesota) 

A conversation about the worship life of the ELCA and the ongoing renewal of worship efforts. 

 

12:00 – 1:00  Lunch 
 



1:00 – 1:30 
 

Singing and Exploring Resources 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship is surrounded by a rich array of resources. We will explore and sing from some of the 

accompanying volumes developed over the past ten years.   
 

 

1:30 – 2:30  Plenary  
 

Christ at the Center: Sent into the World    

All we say and do in worship prepares us to be sent back into the world. We are gathered, forgiven, fed by the Word and 

bread and wine, we pray for a world in need, and we return to serve that world in need. What parts of the liturgy draw us 

out of ourselves and back into the world? 
 

2:30 – 3:00  Final Words 

Worship 

 


