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Nurturing the global church 
As the Rev. Theodore Zimmerman and his wife, Jane  
“Janey” Zimmerman, retire from service as ELCA 
missionaries teaching at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Hong Kong, they can look back and see 
that they’ve had a hand in the development of the 
global church. 

Over the years, they’ve helped train many pastors and 
church leaders. Most recently, their work with the class of 
2014 added 60 graduates who will serve throughout 
Southeast Asia, in China and even in Europe. 

And the church in Hong Kong has also benefited, of course. 
“Most of the over 50 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hong 
Kong pastors have graduated from LTS,” says Janey. 

“It is important to add that 75 percent of the [seminary] 
graduates are not Lutheran,” she says. “Those students also 
will better serve their churches and hopefully will bring 
increased vitality and a stronger, deeper understanding of 
the Bible, theological issues and pastoral counseling. Some 
are called to hospital or prison chaplaincy and others 
receive advanced degrees and will teach at seminaries in 
China or Southeast Asia.” 
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It’s the generous donations of ELCA members that help 
support the training of these future leaders of the global 
church – support for which the Zimmermans are thankful. 

“Thank you for your support over these years as we help 
prepare these students for leadership in the church in Asia 
and elsewhere!” Janey says. “Ted and I retire, but the needs 
continue around the world. Thank you for continuing to 
participate in God's work in the world – our hands,  
God’s work.” 

Get involved! 

Your gifts to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship directly fund 
missionaries like the Rev. Ted Zimmerman and Jane Zimmerman 

as they work hand in hand with our neighbors around the  
world. Learn more or make a gift to support their work at 

www.ELCA.org/globalchurch/donate. 

Supporting ELCA missionaries is a priority of Always Being  
Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA. Learn more at 

www.ELCA.org/missionarysponsorship. 
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LEFT: Rev. Theodore Zimmerman and his 

wife, Jane Zimmerman. ABOVE: The red 
crosses show where the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary graduating class 
of 2014 will serve throughout Southeast 
Asia, China and even Europe. 

 


