THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA

Youth and Young Adults

We are a church that believes youth and
young adults are both our present and future.
As a church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith and life, the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) offers a variety of opportunities for youth and young adults to grow, explore, claim and
reclaim their faith and baptismal identity. We are a church that believes youth and young adults are not
only the future – they are the present. And as a church, we need to continually find ways to move youth
and young adults into the fullness of our life together.
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA give us the opportunity to expand our ministries
among youth and young adults to cultivate young leaders, embrace a culture of diversity and inclusion,
and build a robust network of support. Through the Youth and Young Adults priority of The Campaign for
the ELCA, we will:
• Form faith in youth and young adults
• Develop and multiply youth and young adult leaders
• Start new ministries or enhance current efforts
• Promote collaboration and creativity
• Engage youth and young adults of color
• Accompany communities and people living in poverty

LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCES
“Service for me
this year is folding
towels. It’s waking
up 20 teenage boys
at 7:30 a.m. It’s
serving breakfast and
lunch. It’s spending
an hour listening to
a youth share her
struggle with using
hard drugs, because she doesn’t know how to cope
with her homelessness and telling her that she is
articulate, passionate and loyal—because she is. This
year I have the incredible privilege and powerful
responsibility to serve the youth that live at a
homeless youth shelter, trying my best to love them.”
– Amelia, Urban Peak via Urban Servant Corps

“I love helping children grow in faith and love. I love hearing,
at the end of the week, how much my campers appreciated
my caring for them and helping them when they needed it.
I love seeing my campers having a fantastic week and then
not wanting to leave. I love Lutherdale, my second home,
with all my heart. And I can’t wait to go back this summer
to do more of God’s work, to show more of God’s love.”
– Amanda, Lutherdale Camp counselor
“The ELCA has not just showed me how to be a child of
God; it has taught me how to serve humbly and walk justly.
Through the love and teachings from the ELCA, I have grown
to be a servant of Christ who cares deeply for others and the
world’s injustice. This church loves me for who I am and
not for who I was or will be: for that, I am forever thankful.”
- Hannah, Youth Core Leadership Team member

TOGETHER, WE CAN DO MORE
With your gifts to the Youth and Young Adults program, all of
us – about 3.8 million members in nearly 10,000 congregations
– can make a tremendous impact throughout this church and
society. Through the $4 million goal, we will be able to support
new and growing youth leadership academies, camps, labs
and schools across the ELCA, provide funding for leadership
internships with Lutheran Services in America and provide
grants for collaborative and creative youth and young adult
ministry initiatives. Join us!

GREAT GIFTS
$60,000

$45,000

$5,000

Fund a year of
leadership internships
for young adults

ELCA youth leadership
ministries, academies,
camps, labs and schools

Provide a young adult the
opportunity to participate in
a year of service and learning

Provide approximately 20 young
adults the opportunity to learn
and grow in their vocational
discernment through internships
with Lutheran Services in America
and its affiliated social ministry
agencies in partnership with
Lutheran colleges, universities and
campus ministry agencies.

Support more than 20
synodically and regionally
based youth leadership
academies, camps, labs and
schools across the ELCA in their
growth and development efforts,
as well as fund the creation of
new and innovative ministries.

Provide a grant to a LIFE in Service
program, including Urban Servant
Corps, Lutheran Volunteer Corps,
ALT Year and Border Servant Corps,
so that a young adult from an
under-represented group may
have a faith-forming experience
of service and learning.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our
global churches and so much more. Together, we can achieve things on a scale
and scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.

WAYS
TO GIVE

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting
www.ELCA.org/campaign.
MAIL Make checks payable to The Campaign for the ELCA with
Youth and Young Adults in the check’s memo line. Mail checks
to: ELCA, Gifts Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield,
VA 22116-8009.
OTHER WAYS For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges, gifts of
TO GIVE securities or real estate and planned gifts, please call 800638-3522, ext. 2612, or email CampaignforELCA@elca.org.
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