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THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA

We are a church that
is deeply rooted –
and always being
made new.

TOGETHER, WE CAN DO MORE
Opportunities to share the good news of Jesus and serve
our neighbors are all around us. In order to reflect our everchanging neighborhoods and actively engage in God’s mission
in the world, strong, vibrant congregational ministries are
continually in a process of renewal. In these ministries,
places within our own communities, God is at work in the
ELCA, building the church. Through The Campaign for the
ELCA, all of us – more than 3.8 million people in nearly
10,000 congregations – can support ELCA congregations
seeking to rejuvenate and grow their ministry through the
Renewing Congregations goal of $8 million.

Congregational renewal is a journey in which
ELCA congregations identify the growing needs
in their communities and enhance outreach and
faith practices to better welcome their neighbors
to participate in God’s work. Congregations that commit to renewal are called to become communities
of faith that are growing, vibrant and diverse, with an increasing number of worshipers supporting and
engaged in God’s mission.
Together, the ELCA churchwide organization, synods and other partners are renewing congregations
as vital centers for mission. Your gift to Renewing Congregations assists ELCA congregations in
participating in the renewal program offered through their synod, which provides access to training,
resources and research to help congregations engage younger generations, urban populations,
multicultural families and socio-economic challenged groups. Through Always Being Made New: The
Campaign for the ELCA, we are providing grants in three categories:
• SYNOD STRATEGIES: Renewal grants initiated by the synod to impact a group of congregations in the
synod, such as all rural congregations.
• FAST GROWTH GRANTS: Renewal grants for congregations that are already in the renewal process,
but growing at a very rapid pace and outgrowing their resources. These grants give an infusion of funds
for three years to help the congregation employ new staff and acquire other necessary resources to
continue its growth.
• AREA MINISTRY STRATEGIES: Grants for pilot projects affecting congregations clustered in relatively
close proximity intentionally reengaging in the community and revitalizing their ministries together.

GREAT GIFTS
$300,000

$150,000

$60,000

CHANGING THE SITUATION
When Kelly Chatman, pastor of Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Minneapolis was asked by staff at St.
Olaf College, an ELCA college in Northfield, Minn.,
for ideas about how the campus might partner with
congregations in the area, Kelly knew exactly what
to do.
Redeemer, a renewing congregation of the ELCA,
has many young members who come from
backgrounds where a college education is not
emphasized. So Kelly proposed hosting vacation
Bible school for urban congregations at the college,

where for four days students could visit the campus
and get a taste of college life. Supported by your gifts
to ELCA ministries, students in four Minneapolis
ELCA congregations were part of an experience
they may not otherwise have been given.
The curriculum has been especially tailored to help
students see themselves in what they are learning,
and it allowed students to understand that the
messages in the bible are for all people from all
backgrounds.

Support six synodical
renewing congregation
strategy initiatives
Support intentional synodical
renewal strategies in six synods
as they engage congregations
with the congregational
renewal processes, including
training, networking, leadership
development, and coaching.

Provide funding for three
Area Ministry Strategies

Assist two fast-growth
congregations

Fund three, three-year strategies
that move congregations,
social ministry organizations,
ecumenical and other partners
into ministry that engages
communities and renews
congregations. Funding for Area
Ministry Strategies helps cover
the costs of building the backbone
of support that will sustain the
ministries over time.

Support two fast-growth
congregations at risk of becoming
plateaued at worship attendance
or participation levels. Once a
fast growth congregation enters a
critical phase, extra staff is crucial
to grow mission and ministry in
their context through starting
and supporting a music program,
outreach ministry, youth and family
ministries or other ministries.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our
global churches and so much more. Together, we can achieve things on a scale
and scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.

WAYS
TO GIVE

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting
www.ELCA.org/campaign.
MAIL Make checks payable to “Campaign for the ELCA” with the
campaign priority Renewing Congregations in the check’s
memo line. Mail checks to: ELCA, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield,
VA, 22116-8009.
OTHER WAYS For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges,
TO GIVE gifts of securities or real estate and planned gifts,
please call 800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email
CampaignforELCA@elca.org.
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