
Missionaries &  
Young Adults in Global Mission 

THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA

Tessa Comstock, ELCA Young Adult in Global Mission, Malaysia



 

“I wanted to give back,” 
says Emmeline Weinert, 
of why she decided to 
apply for the Young 
Adults in Global Mission 
program after college. 
Although she knew she 
“had no amazing skills to 
offer the people in South 
Africa,” Emmeline says 
she was compelled to dedicate a year of her life to service 
in response to the many gifts she has received throughout 
her life. 

Three days a week, Emmeline works with the Diakonia AIDS 
ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern 
Africa.

What she’s discovered during her time as a missionary, 
however, is that she's received more from her host 
community than she could ever give.

“A lesson that has really hit home since I’ve been here is 
this idea that the body of Christ is the church,” she explains. 
“I did this HIV/AIDS training, and at one point one of the 
pastors who was leading it said, ‘We are all the body of 
Christ and that body is HIV positive.’ I never really thought 
about the church in that way.”

-Emmeline Weinert completed her service in 
South Africa during summer 2015.

“While there are many worship resources to Asian 
churches, few of these are really for Asian churches,” 
shares Jeff Truscott, an ELCA missionary currently 
serving as chaplain and a professor at Trinity 
Theological College in Singapore. Jeff’s teaching at the 
seminary focuses on the practice of worship, including 
the diverse worship experiences of those he meets at 
this ecumenical seminary, and training students to 
bring these practices to churches throughout Asia. 

In addition, Jeff has worked alongside Lutheran 
churches across Asia as they seek to better understand 
their Lutheran identity, which often comes through 
an appreciation for both the Lutheran theology and 
practical elements of worship. Sunday worship, 
he says, “is now appreciated as a communal act of 
Christians who, together, proclaim God’s mighty 
works in Jesus Christ and offer themselves to  
his service.”

- The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Truscott, an ELCA missionary, 
chaplain and lecturer in worship and liturgy at  

Trinity Theological College in Singapore.

LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCES

They are young adults, passionate about their faith and eager to serve. They are pastors, 
with a call to teach and preach beyond parish walls. They are doctors, with a call to practice 
where their skills are needed most. They are relationship builders, givers and receivers 
and catalysts for change.

They are our church’s missionaries. And they need your support!
Each year, more than 230 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) missionaries 
serve in more than 40 countries. They are sent by the ELCA  in response to invitations from 
the ELCA’s companion churches around the world. Our missionaries serve in a variety 
of roles, working alongside our companions to proclaim the gospel, raise up leaders, care 
for those in need and develop new insight about themselves.

As part of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, our church is deepening 
its commitment to support our missionaries, which includes more than 90 Young Adults 
in Global Mission serving in 11 country programs each year. Your gifts will help our long- 
and short-term missionaries in their ongoing work, as well as expand the Young Adults 
in Global Mission program for young leaders ages 21-29. 

No matter who they are or where they serve, every missionary needs your prayers, support 
and gifts to succeed in their ministry. We are building up Christ’s global church – together.

Luke Paquin, ELCA Young Adult in  
Global Mission, Jerusalem/West Bank



 

GREAT GIFTS

Provide one young-adult 
missionary with the 
opportunity to volunteer 
a year of service as part 
of the Young Adults in 
Global Mission program
Cost includes training, airfare, 
a small living allowance, 
health insurance and 
simple room and board.

$15,000

Support a full-time 
missionary household 
for one year
ELCA missionaries serve 
in more than 40 countries 
in assignments that range 
from a few months to 
eight years or more. 

$80,000

Fund an entire Young Adults 
in Global Mission country 
program for one year
Funding includes the cost of 
volunteers and in-country 
programming in one of 11 country 
programs including Argentina/
Uruguay, Hungary, Jerusalem/West 
Bank, Madagascar, Mexico, Rwanda, 
Southern Africa, United Kingdom, 
Cambodia, Australia and Senegal. 

$150,000

TOGETHER,  
WE CAN DO MORE

Now you can build a strong foundation of support 
for ELCA missionaries who are working with our 
Lutheran brothers and sisters to grow the global 
church. Through The Campaign for the ELCA, our 
church is deepening its global mission efforts, and 
that starts with supporting the leaders who work 
alongside our companions to carry out this work – 
ELCA missionaries! During this five-year campaign, 
our church has pledged to raise $22 million to 
advance the work of our missionaries. Already, gifts 
from ELCA members have provided an additional 75 
young adults - a 50 percent increase since 2014 - the 
opportunity to participate in a year of international 
service with our global companions. Your support 
and prayers will continue this work and allow even 
more young adults to participate.

A glimpse at what past gifts have made possible:

• In the past 25 years, ELCA missionaries and 
companions established growing churches around 
the world. Today we belong to a community of 
more than 72 million Lutherans!

• Since it was established in 1999, more than  
750 young missionaries have served through 
the Young Adults in Global Mission program.

• ELCA missionaries have played a key role in 
advancing the success of the ELCA’s efforts to fight 
malaria, hunger and poverty around the world.

• Approximately 30 percent of Young Adults in  
Global Mission alumni go on to seminary, while  
50 percent work in nonprofits and 60 percent  
get involved in advocacy and justice-related initiatives. 

The Rev. Philip Knutson,  
ELCA regional representative, Southern Africa

Kristell Caballero-Saucedo,  
ELCA Young Adult in Global 
Mission, Hungary
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA

Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look 
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with 
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign 
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome 
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our 
global churches and so much more. Together, we can achieve things on a scale 
and scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.  

WAYS
TO GIVE

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting  
ELCA.org/campaign.  

MAIL Make checks payable to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship with 
Missionaries (GCS2500) or Young Adults in Global Mission 
(GCS3000) on the memo line. Mail checks to: ELCA, P.O. Box 1809, 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

OTHER WAYS  
TO GIVE

For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges, gifts  
of securities or real estate, and planned gifts, please call  
800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email CampaignforELCA@elca.org. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

Visit ELCA.org/globalchurch.
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