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Christine Mangale, an International Leader scholarship recipient from Kenya.



Women represent 70 percent 
of the world’s population 
living in poverty.
Yet in church and society, women are often underserved by a lack of access to 
education and training. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
believes the time has come for a strong, strategic emphasis on the continuing 
role and contribution of women in the life and development of the church 
and society.

International Women Leaders grows out of the ELCA’s long-standing 
international scholarship program, which has provided short- and long-
term academic training for established and emerging global leaders over the 
past 25 years. In total, 900 International Leaders from ELCA global companion 
churches have received scholarships through the program. However, less than 
a third of the participants nominated have been women. As part of Always 
Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, we have a chance to change 
that. We will empower international women leaders through programming 
designed specifically for them.

CHANGING THE SITUATION
Leymah Gbowee was fed up. She was living amid civil war in her 
home country of Liberia, and she was tired of watching her neighbors, 
family and friends die. So she started talking to the women in her 
community and invited them to take a stand for peace.  

“The one way I see us changing the world that we live 
in is by speaking up and standing up,” says Leymah, who 
advanced her education with support from an ELCA scholarship. 

“We must continue to unite in sisterhood to turn our 
tears into triumph. There is no time to rest until our 
world achieves wholeness and balance, where all men 
and women are considered equal and free.”
The women’s peace movement Leymah led was so electrifying it 
helped bring an end to the second Liberian civil war in 2003, and 
in 2011, Leymah received the Nobel Peace Prize.

Through International Women Leaders:

Seminars focused on global 
Lutheran identity, women’s justice 
and ministry in church and society 
through the lens of “Reformation 
and the Empowerment of Women,” 
will be held for Lutheran women 
from the Global South and from 
societies where Lutherans are a 
distinct minority.

International women 
will provide leadership at 
church and ecumenical 
gatherings and events in 
the Global South.

Lutheran women from 
around the world will receive 
scholarships to pursue 
higher education in ELCA 
colleges and universities, 
and advanced graduate 
study at ELCA seminaries, 
as well as in institutions 
closer to their homes.

Sanchita Kisku, an International Leader scholarship  
recipient from India who finished her Ph.D. at 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago in 2014.

The one way I see us 
changing the world that  
we live in is by speaking 
up and standing up.

- Leymah Gbowee,  
International Leader scholarship recipient  
from Liberia, peace and women’s rights activist,  
Nobel laureate



TOGETHER,  
WE CAN DO MORE

Through The Campaign for the ELCA, 
all of us — more than 4 million people in 
nearly 10,000 congregations — can step 
forward in our commitment to gender 
justice and intensify our efforts to provide 
educational opportunities for women from 
our Lutheran companion churches around 
the world.

During this five-year campaign, our church 
has pledged to raise $4 million to help equip 
more than 200 additional women leaders 
from our global companion churches with 
increased scholarships and educational 
opportunities. Your support and prayers 
will help make this vision a reality. You can 
help a woman leader bloom, and in doing 
so, grow the global church.

GREAT GIFTS

A glimpse at what past gifts have made possible:

• Since 2015, 24 women have received scholarships 
to attend ELCA colleges, universities and seminaries 
through the International Women Leaders program. 

• Select scholarship recipients have attended the United 
Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women in 
New York City as representatives of the ELCA. 

• 92 women leaders from 39 countries have participated 
in the “Reformation and Empowerment of Women” 
seminars in Wittenberg, Germany, funded by the 
International Women Leaders program.  

One four-year 
academic scholarship
Support an international 
woman with a four-year 
academic scholarship, 
including tuition, room and 
board, and health insurance.

$112,000

Training for two women
from the Global South
Sponsor the participation of 
two women from the Global 
South in a seminar focused 
on church leadership, global 
Lutheran identity, the role 
of women in church and 
society, and women’s justice.

$5,000

International leadership 
education and training
Provide five international 
women with education and 
training awards, allowing 
them to further their 
education at an institution 
in their home country or 
at another institution in 
a neighboring country.

$10,000

Participants of the International Women Leaders 2017 seminar 
visiting the statue of Martin Luther’s wife, Katharina von Bora, 
in Wittenberg, Germany.
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Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look 
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with 
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign 
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome 
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our 
global churches and so much more. Together, we can achieve things on a scale  
and scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.

WAYS
TO GIVE

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting 
ELCA.org/campaign.  

MAIL Make checks payable to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship with 
International Women Leaders (GCS5000) on the memo line.  
Mail checks to: ELCA, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

OTHER WAYS  
TO GIVE

For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges,  
gifts of securities or real estate and planned gifts, please call  
800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email CampaignforELCA@elca.org. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

Visit ELCA.org/InternationalWomenLeaders. Read about 
International Leaders like Leymah on the Stories from the  
Global Church blog at ELCA.org/blogs.

ELCAMA1267


