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Diko Marie and her father tend to the family’s farm in the village 
of Niem in the Central African Republic, where gifts to ELCA World 
Hunger are at work.



More than 800 million people — that’s one in 
nine people in our world today — are hungry.
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), we are called to respond. We know 
hunger is a challenge we can overcome. And with 
generous, loving hands, we work for a world in 
which all are fed.
There’s a reason why ELCA World Hunger’s 
distinctive approach to fighting hunger and 
poverty is considered a model of effectiveness and 
sustainability — it is deeply relational and rooted 
in listening. With a long-standing, unwavering 
presence in nearly 60 countries, including the 
United States, ELCA World Hunger relies on the local 
expertise and ingenuity of companion churches and 
partners. And thanks to this unparalleled reach, we 
are present where and when other organizations 
are not.  

We walk alongside our partners, supporting them 
as they identify and tailor solutions to the unique 
challenges that perpetuate hunger and poverty. 
From health care to human rights, sustainable 
development to community organizing, your gifts 
help communities end hunger for the long term.

UNTIL ALL ARE FED

Our story as ELCA World Hunger began long before the start of the 
ELCA. Our church – starting with our predecessor bodies – has 
worked on hunger issues for more than 40 years. We have made an 
incredible worldwide impact. But the rate of global progress against 
hunger is slowing in many of the world’s poorest communities.  
And here in the United States, many Americans have been forced 
to choose between paying for food and other basic necessities. 
We must not lose ground. There is more work to do here at home 
and around the world.

Through Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, we 
have the opportunity to do more. The campaign goal is to increase 
gifts to ELCA World Hunger by more than 20 percent – from a 
projected $95 million over five years to $115 million – offering a 
tailored approach to hunger and poverty to even more people in 
more communities than we do now.



EGYPT
Your gifts help run a primary 
school and meal program for 
200 children while providing 
vocational training courses 
and legal aid to adult refugees 
living in Cairo.

Countries where  
ELCA World Hunger  
is at work

ELCA World Hunger has a comprehensive approach to work  
to solve challenges that perpetuate hunger and poverty  

in nearly 60 countries around the world.

CHILE
Your gifts are 
providing primary 
care to people in need, 
including programs 
focused on women’s 
health and rights. 

UNITED STATES
Your gifts mobilize people to 
advocate and take action in their 
own communities and provide 
direct support to 401 food 
pantries, soup kitchens and  
other programs.

WHERE WE WORK



A glimpse at what gifts have  
made possible so far:

• 234 sustainable development, 
health care and other projects and 
programs in 57 countries around 
the world

• More than 400 grants 
to food pantries, homeless 
shelters and other projects 
in the United States

• More than 100 strategic 
implementation partners outside 
of the United States, including 
The Lutheran World Federation, 
Lutheran World Relief, Church 
World Service, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee 
Services, Lutheran congregations 
and companion churches around 
the world

• 1,927 leaders in ELCA synods 
and congregations building a 
network for change

ZIMBABWE
Your gifts save lives 
through training of 
nurses and providing 
vital support for 
indigent care in four 
rural hospitals.

CAMBODIA
Your gifts support 
microfinance and water 
projects, in addition to 
other projects that promote 
sustainable livelihoods.



STORIES OF CHANGE

GREAT GIFTS

Fund a clinic
Fund the operation 
of a primary health 
clinic for one year.

$50,000

Fund a development program
Fund an integrated community 
development program, including 
a combination of microfinance, 
agriculture, water and education 
programs, in a region for one year. 

$100,000

Support annual programming
Support health care and sustainable 
development programs in a 
country for one year.

$250,000

Microfinance in Myanmar 
At 67 years old, Daw San Myint could no longer work in the fields to 
make a living. She worried a lot about her future. 

At a community meeting, Daw learned about how she could start and 
grow a small business. A microloan, thanks to your gifts from ELCA 
World Hunger, gave Daw the financial support she needed to start 
up and grow a local shop. Today, she has repaid her loan and has a 
reliable income to live comfortably as she ages. “Business is good, and 
I’m happy running this shop,” she says with a smile.

Eating better in Chicago 
Verdell brings a warm smile to the food pantry near her home, and she also brings her 
elderly mother, who was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 10 years ago. Verdell had a good 
office job until her company downsized her department. Now her primary concern is 
caring for her mother, but times can be hard. Visits to the local food pantry near her 
home in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago, which is supported by your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger, are a big help. In addition to receiving nutritious food – including fresh 
vegetables and high-protein items – Verdell and her neighbors also receive on-site 
nutrition and education sessions. “We eat better when we come here,” she says. “And 
we always feel welcome.”

Hope to those living with HIV and AIDS in Uganda 
Kyomugisha, a single mother of five children, ages 3 to 13, lives in a rural 
village in Uganda. She and her youngest daughter, Prossy, were sick for 
some time before finally visiting the health center, where they were both 
given the devastating news that they were HIV-positive. A local partner, 
supported by your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, reached out to the family 
as part of a program to improve the lives and livelihoods of those affected 
by HIV and AIDS. Before long, the family had a small but sturdy new home 
with clean water,  a latrine and a few goats. The steady source of income 
from selling the goats’ milk and offspring helps the family afford much-
needed clinic visits and medication.  “I am so happy,” Kyomugisha says. 
“This really gives me hope.” 
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Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look 
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with 
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign 
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome 
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our 
global churches and so much more. Together, we can achieve things on a scale  
and scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.

WAYS
TO GIVE

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting  
www.ELCA.org/campaign.  

MAIL Make checks payable to Campaign for the ELCA with ELCA World 
Hunger on the memo line. Mail checks to: ELCA, P.O. Box 1809, 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

OTHER WAYS  
TO GIVE

For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges,  
gifts of securities or real estate and planned gifts, please call  
800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email CampaignforELCA@elca.org. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

To learn more about the programs of ELCA World Hunger  
all around the world, visit our interactive map at  
ELCA.org/worldhunger.


