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Three years ago, Moses could be seen roaming the streets 
of Irving, Texas. Caught up in crime and violence, he often 
felt angry and alone – until he walked through the doors 
of an ELCA congregation. Today you can find Moses 
volunteering with youth or playing drums in the worship 
band. His life has changed because of the faith community 
he found at Iglesia Luterana Santa Maria de Guadalupe, a 
new ELCA congregation in Irving, that exists because of 
generous financial gifts from ELCA members. Like many 
ELCA congregations, Santa Maria started with a few 
members sharing the grace-filled gospel. Today, thousands 
of people pass through the church’s doors each week. “We 
are working together to bring Jesus to the whole 
community. I do believe that is what it means 
to be Lutheran,” says the Rev. Pedro Portillo, pastor of 
Santa Maria.

Today, many Americans are 
facing life’s challenges without 
hearing words of God’s love, 
forgiveness and hope.
We have an important message to share, and people are ready 
to hear it — “you are welcome here.” We share Christ’s love 
by extending our welcome through new congregations and 
communities of faith and by supporting our congregations as 
growing centers for evangelical mission.  

As we seek to grow God’s church and extend our welcome 
to all God’s people, we are worshiping in pews, city parks, 
brew pubs and libraries; we are breaking bread in homes and 
in shelters, and we are equipping our neighbors with both 
spiritual and physical sustenance. With our hands, we are 
doing God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities 
in God’s name.

Through ELCA New Congregations, we are employing innovative models for starting new congregations:

REACHING OUT in areas experiencing rapid population growth 

CONNECTING TO changing communities

ENGAGING  diverse socio-economic groups, ethnic and multicultural  
communities, as well as emerging young populations 

CHANGING THE SITUATION



A glimpse at what gifts have made possible so far:

• Since the beginning of the ELCA in 1988, 491 new 
ministries across the country have organized and 
grown as congregations.

• Approximately $6 million in grants is provided  
to new-start ministries developing into new ELCA 
congregations each year.  

• 350 mission developers are currently at work  
in new congregations bringing the good news  
into communities across the United States and  
the Caribbean.

TOGETHER,  
WE CAN DO MORE
There are 350 ELCA new-start ministries 
currently under development in the United States 
and the Caribbean through the work of 65 synod 
mission tables made up of local leaders, directors 
for evangelical mission and bishops. But there’s 
more work to be done and communities to reach. 
To reflect the diverse country we are becoming 
and actively engage in God’s mission in the 
world, our vision is to become an evangelizing, 
multicultural, multi-generational church. Through 
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the 
ELCA, all of us – more than 4 million people in 
nearly 10,000 congregations – can continue 
inviting more people to hear God’s word by 
planting new congregations in growing areas 
throughout the United States and the Caribbean 
through the ELCA New Congregations goal of  
$4 million. 

Through ELCA New Congregations, we are employing innovative models for starting new congregations:

REACHING OUT in areas experiencing rapid population growth 

CONNECTING TO changing communities

ENGAGING  diverse socio-economic groups, ethnic and multicultural  
communities, as well as emerging young populations 



WAYS  
TO GIVE 

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting  
www.ELCA.org/campaign.  

MAIL Make checks payable to Campaign for the ELCA with the campaign 
priority ELCA New Congregations in the check’s memo line. Mail 
checks to: ELCA, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

OTHER 
WAYS  

TO GIVE

For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges, gifts  
of securities or real estate and planned gifts, please call  
800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email CampaignforELCA@elca.org. 
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA

Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look 
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with 
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign 
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome 
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our 
global companion churches, and so much more. Together, we can achieve things 
on a scale and scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.  


