THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA

ELCA Fund for Leaders
Sarah Rohde, previous scholarship recipient serving as associate pastor
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St. Charles, Ill.

The ELCA Fund for Leaders,
a scholarship program benefiting exceptional candidates for
ministry, enables us to attract women and men of tremendous
promise to study at one of the seven seminaries of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
By supporting and encouraging these outstanding candidates
for ministry, the ELCA Fund for Leaders will help ensure the
formation of the next generation of leaders, equipping them with
invigorating thought and innovative ideas.
The ELCA Fund for Leaders serves as the ongoing promise of this
church, that those called to lead the ELCA have the opportunity
to pursue a path that leads to informed faith and passionate
discipleship. We are helping our future leaders graduate from
seminary with less debt, so that they will be freer to serve in
ministry where the church needs and the Holy Spirit leads.

It reminds us
we are not on
this road alone.
People want to
see us succeed.
- RAYMOND KOLISON,

Mission Developer scholarship
recipient now serving Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer in Trenton, N.J.

GIVING WITNESS TO GOD’S GRACE
Kevan Penvose grew up in the ELCA and is now actively at work in his community, thanks to a scholarship
from the ELCA Fund for Leaders. “The fund helped me not worry about (incurring) debt,” says Kevan.

“I could really follow where the Lord was calling me — to serve an inner-city congregation.
I felt supported by the body of Christ, supported by the whole church.”
Kevan has been called to Unity Lutheran Church in
Milwaukee. While pastor of an urban congregation
that cannot really afford a full-time pastor, Kevan
is part of a congregation that is “engaged in the

community, giving witness, serving the
neighborhood and is now revitalizing; God
is renewing this congregation,” he shares.

I could
really follow
where the Lord
was calling me.
- THE REV. KEVAN PENVOSE,
previous full-tuition scholarship recipient
serving as pastor at Unity Lutheran Church
in Milwaukee, Wis.

Alongside members of Unity Lutheran, Kevan is
working to make a difference in his community.
They participate in Wednesday night outreach
ministries that include a soup kitchen that
feeds 180 people weekly, a food pantry and a
clothing ministry.

TOGETHER, WE CAN DO MORE
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our
opportunity to invest in the future of this church. The campaign
goal is to grow the ELCA Fund for Leader’s permanent endowment
by $15 million — increasing the amount of spendable annual
scholarship money by over $600,000. Together, we can step
forward as a bold and courageous church and say “Yes” to our
future leaders.
As Lutherans, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve
and love our neighbors, restoring and reconciling communities.
But the continued vibrancy of our work faces a considerable
challenge: over the next 10 years, the ELCA will need

4,000 new leaders to serve existing ministries and
new mission starts. The ELCA Fund for Leaders will enable
us to transform this challenge into an opportunity, infusing
our congregations and ministries with a new level of talent
and energy.
Our success to date hints at great possibilities, but there is more
that we can do with additional financial gifts. We are committed
to the future leaders of this church — to work toward supporting
every one of them financially. Together, with the help of our
donors, congregations and synods, we can achieve things on a
scale and scope that we could never do otherwise.

Say “Yes”

I am blessed and grateful
for the opportunity to
receive this scholarship
and have it affect my spiritual
formation in such a profound way.
- JENNIFER MICHAEL,
full-tuition scholarship recipient
now serving St. Peter Lutheran
Church in Battle Creek, Mich.

A glimpse at what gifts
have made possible:
During the 2017-2018 academic year
the ELCA Fund for Leaders will:
• Support 251 students at seven
ELCA seminaries with full-, halfor partial-tuition assistance
• Distribute more than $2.1 million
in tuition assistance
• Work with 39 synod partners

GREAT GIFTS

to the future leaders of this church by making a gift today.
Your gifts fund an endowment to provide annual tuition assistance into perpetuity.

$400,000*

$200,000*

$25,000*

/

1 2

Endow a fulltuition scholarship,
allowing distribution
to one student per
academic year.
*Endowment distributions are currently at 4 percent.

Endow half of a fulltuition scholarship,
allowing distribution
to one student per
academic year.

Establish a named endowment
within the ELCA Fund for
Leaders. Named endowments
may be designated to a particular
synod, region or congregation.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our
global churches and so much more. Together, we can achieve things on a scale and
scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.

WAYS
TO GIVE

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting
ELCA.org/fundforleaders/donate.
MAIL Make checks payable to the ELCA with the campaign priority
ELCA Fund for Leaders in the check’s memo line. Mail checks
to: ELCA, P.O. Box 1806, Merrifield, VA 22116-8000.
OTHER Planned and major gifts may enable you to make a more
WAYS significant gift than you thought possible, while at the same
TO GIVE time advancing your financial and estate planning goals.
For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges, gifts
of securities or real estate and planned gifts, please call
800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email CampaignforELCA@elca.org.
THRIVENT If you are a Thrivent member, you may be able to direct
CHOICE Thrivent Choice dollars to Fund for Leaders. Find out more
at thriventchoice.com or by calling 800-847-4836.
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