THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA

Disability Ministries

As a church committed to the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is
called to welcome all people in all of its congregations and
ministries into full participation as baptized members
of the body of Christ.
Because of God’s gift of grace in Christ and our call as followers of Jesus, we
commit ourselves to work toward the full, just and equitable involvement of
people living with disabilities in our congregations and in society. This church
believes that God, as creator, redeemer and sustainer, intends that we regard
all people as of equal worth and make it possible for all – those without and
those with disabilities – to participate freely and fully as members of society
in all important aspects of common life.
Through the Disability Ministries priority of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, we will strive
to create a place at the table for all people by:
Preparing leaders
for serving people with
disabilities, raising up people
with disabilities for leadership positions
and encouraging the participation of
those with disabilities in the wider
church.

CHANGING
THE SITUATION

Equipping our synods,
congregations and members with
relevant and practical information
enabling them to welcome and support individuals
with disabilities so they may participate fully in
the life of the congregation and, together, all may
experience being the body of Christ.

Connecting
and gathering
those with
disabilities and various
groups within the church so
they may help us become an
inclusive, supportive and whole
community of faith.

Living with cerebral palsy, Emily often felt she was seen through the lens of
her disability, what she was physically unable to do, rather than seen for her
abilities and potential. But in the summer of her sophomore year of high school,
all of that changed.
Through her ELCA congregation, Emily heard about the Definitely-abled Youth
Leadership Event (DAYLE) and immediately knew she wanted to get involved.
At the event, she found the empowerment she’d been longing for her entire life.
“Throughout my life, people have always judged me by my physical appearance
and what they see in the wheelchair, but that’s never something I felt while
at DAYLE. The people were so intentionally thoughtful about how they can
best help me to serve, which is something I love to do. That empowerment was
something I had not readily experienced in other areas of my life.”
Since attending DAYLE in 2003, Emily has become active in her congregation
serving on the Congregation Council and teaching Sunday school to firstthrough third-graders. In addition, she served on the planning committee for
the 2006 DAYLE, which gave her the opportunity to see the transformation
that took place in her in others. She is currently working on her master’s in
clinical mental health counseling at Kent State University and participates in
People Together, a disability awareness program for young students.
Emily feels the ELCA and DAYLE are largely to thank for the life she has today.
“Pursuing my master’s degree and my enthusiasm for serving others is mostly
because of the empowerment I received from the church and its programs; they
really instilled in me that I have the power to make a difference.”

TOGETHER, WE CAN DO MORE
With the $4 million goal for Disability Ministries within The Campaign
for the ELCA, we can make a tremendous impact throughout this
church and society. With this campaign, we can equip congregations
to open their doors to all, make information readily available on
how to find resources to better serve people living with disabilities,
recognize and train new leaders, and reach out to communities to
embrace and invite people living with disabilities into this church.

GREAT GIFTS
$100,000

Support ELCA
congregations with grants
needed to launch new
ministries for people
living with disabilities.
Ministries include accessibility
updates to worship spaces,
training for Sunday school
teachers and pastors so they
are equipped to welcome
children with disabilities into
their classes, and more.

$25,000

$5,000

Fund the Disability
Ministry Immersion
Experience for one year

Provide an opportunity
to attend an ELCA youth
leadership event

Students may be individuals with
disabilities or may be working
with ELCA congregations or
social ministry organizations
that exemplify what it means to
be a welcoming and inclusive
community of faith.

Provide a youth or young adult
living with a disability the
opportunity to attend an ELCA
youth leadership event, such
as the Definitely-abled Youth
Leadership Event (DAYLE) at the
ELCA Youth Gathering, so that
they might grow their faith and
continue growing as wise and
courageous witnesses. Support
includes cost of attendance,
housing, transportation
expenses and meals.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our moment to look
toward the future of this church and boldly respond to the needs of the world with
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This five-year, $198 million campaign
will help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome
our neighbors, overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our
global churches and so much more. Together, we can achieve things on a scale
and scope we could never do otherwise. Thank you for your support.

WAYS
TO GIVE

ONLINE Make a secure credit card donation by visiting
www.ELCA.org/campaign.
MAIL Make checks payable to The Campaign for the ELCA with
Disability Ministries in the check’s memo line. Mail checks to:
ELCA, Gifts Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA
22116-8009.
OTHER WAYS For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges, gifts
TO GIVE of securities or real estate and planned gifts, please call
800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email CampaignforELCA@elca.org.
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