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Dear friend of ELCA World Hunger:

GArdENErs ANd fArmErs witNEss mirACLEs EVEry dAy. A handful  
of little dry seeds becomes a bountiful harvest that not only nourishes 
the body but feeds the soul. Gardeners and farmers know that God is 
the only one who can bring about such a transformation – and they 
also know that God makes room for their contribution, too. 

All across the United States, congregations, families and individuals are 
getting their backyard or community gardens ready for a new growing 
season. In Sacramento, Calif., the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
sets aside the produce of two planting beds in their community garden 
for the local food pantry, and then shares their abundance even further 
by supporting ELCA World Hunger with financial gifts. Many, many 
gardeners do the same. Their faithful generosity, locally and globally, is 
clearly a sign of God’s work, not only in their gardens but in their hearts.

Harvests of faithful generosity come not only from backyard 
vegetable gardens, but from larger fields as well. Last fall, Orrin Strand, 
a Nebraska farmer who is called by his faith to work to feed the world, 
donated a generous portion of his corn crop to ELCA World Hunger, 
arranging the transaction with the local co-op and the churchwide staff.

These are but two examples of the creativity and dedication in 
service to faithful generosity that spring up throughout the church 
every day. Yes, God is clearly at work all around us, all the time. 

Thank you for all you do in response to God’s call to love and serve 
our neighbors. 

Please call or email me at 773-380-2616 or hunger@elca.org if you 
would like more information about how you can give part of your 
harvest to ELCA World Hunger. Thank you.
 
 
 
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal

HOW TO GIVE

Checks payable to “ELCA World 
Hunger” can be sent to:

 ELCA World Hunger 
 P.O. Box 71764 
 Chicago, IL 60694 -1764

Call 800-638-3522 to give by phone 
with a major credit card. Or visit  
www.ELCA.org/giving to make an  
online gift.

COPyrIGHT InfOrmATIOn

© 2014 Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America. ELCA congregations may 
reproduce this newsletter in part or  
in its entirety. Find this issue at  
www.ELCA.org/hunger/Lifelines.
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ALWAyS BEInG mADE nEW:  
THE CAmPAIGn fOr THE ELCA
As mEmbErs of thE EVANGELiCAL LuthErAN ChurCh iN AmEriCA, 
we share a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. And through God’s 
grace, we are freed to love and serve our neighbors. Always Being Made 
New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our opportunity to invest in the future 
of this church, deepen relationships and expand ministries that serve our 
neighbors and communities in the United States and around the world.

For the next five years, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger and the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign will contribute to the success of Always Being 
Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA. Visit www.ELCA.org/campaign 
for much more information. Thank you for your faithful generosity.
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Planting hope

mEET nATHAn BErkAS
NEArLy ALL of ELCA worLd huNGEr’s mANy rEsourCEs ArE AVAiLAbLE  
for free order or download on the www.ELCA.org/hunger website, but Nate 
Berkas is glad to talk to people who call the churchwide office to find out more.

“I always like hearing what people do with our resources, especially when 
they tie it to their ministry with children and youth,” he says. “Hearing about 
the ways that children and youth become passionate about these issues gives 
me hope that there will be a future without hunger or poverty.”

Nate recently took part in the ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza  
in St. Louis, showcasing Act 2Day 4Tomorrow: A Day without Food for a Future 
without Hunger, a new resource that helps youth explore faith practices in  
the context of an overnight retreat focusing on issues of hunger and poverty. 
That was only one of several new program pieces he shared with the gathered 
children, youth and family ministers. “People there were thrilled to know that 
we produce high-quality materials that they can use to talk about hunger and 
poverty in their contexts.”

An alumnus of the ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission program, Nate became passionate about issues  
of hunger and poverty while serving in South Africa. His experience opened his eyes to the breadth and beauty of  
the broader Lutheran church. Walking alongside his South African hosts for a year helped him understand what  
it means to be a part of a global church, and his time with Lutheran community outreach programs (soup kitchens, 
food pantries and elder ministry) helped him realize how interconnected we all are in hunger and poverty ministry.

Nate Berkas is currently the only member of the churchwide ELCA World Hunger staff who has lived in Madagascar. 
He can be reached at 773-380-2616 or nathan.berkas@elca.org.

Nathan Berkas is a member  
of ELCA World Hunger’s 
Constituent Engagement team. 
Photo: ELCA staff.

nEW rESOurCES frOm ELCA WOrLD HunGEr

Act 2Day 4Tomorrow:  
A Day without Food for  
a Future without Hunger

Classic faith 
practices lead 
participants  
into a deeper 
understanding  
of hunger and  
our call to service 

in the context of an overnight 
retreat. Designed for youth, but 
easily adapted to any group’s needs.

Into the Wild: A Lenten 
Liturgy and Intergenerational 
Study on Hunger and 40 Days 
of Wonderings: A Family 
Discussion Guide for Lent

These related resources are  
an excellent way for the whole 
congregation and each family  
in it to focus on the season of  
Lent and what it means for people 
who are hungry and for people who 
want to end hunger.

Digging In: A Leader’s Guide  
to Service Learning

A four-step 
program of 
Preparation,  
Action, Reflection 
and Celebration 
will help any  
group in the 

congregation get the most out  
of every service opportunity.

All these resources and many more are 
available for free order or download 
at www.ELCA.org/hunger/resources.



Chrissy Biziweki of Malawi shows her cornfield to our local partner’s technical advisor, Dingiswayo Jere. Photo: Paul Jeffrey/ACT.
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ELCA World Hunger

SEEDLInGS Of HOPE
thANks to your GENErosity, ELCA worLd huNGEr 
supports hundreds of community gardening and 
agriculture programs around the world, helping people 
improve their families’ diets and incomes with earth-
friendly techniques that bring forth bountiful harvests. In 
the United States, community gardens often feature raised 
beds and plenty of mulch. In rural Mexico, complementary 
planting matches corn with beans and squash. In Malawi, 
ELCA World Hunger supports programs that help farmers 
switch to drought-resistant crops like millet. 

But what can an aspiring farmer do if she has no 
land? In Cambodia, the government offers families without 
land the opportunity to make a plot productive – and 
then awards them the title to that plot. Our local partner 
works with these families to help them make their plots 
productive, offering training and technical support, as well 
as micro-credit programs, community co-ops and more. 

Sam Sarik, a mother of seven, is the head of a family 
working toward gaining title to a plot of land. Unfortunately, 
the soil in that plot isn’t very fertile. What can Sarik and 
her family do to make it productive and keep their land?
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Our local partner helped Sarik get started with  
a hydroponic garden, giving seedlings a strong start 
before planting them in her field. Sarik’s hydroponic 
system uses gravity to keep the rows of soil-filled 
plastic bottles watered.

Sarik points out that she gets up early every day to 
fetch water from the well for the system’s water tanks,  
but the profits are worth the work. She plans to start 
watermelon seedlings next, which will bring a good price.

“I am so happy to get this land, and now that I see 
what can be done, I don’t want to leave,” she says with  
a smile. 

Sam Sarik looks forward to a brighter future for her 
family – and your gifts to ELCA World Hunger help her 
seedlings of hope flourish. Thank you.

Sam Sarik shows a few of the seedlings getting a good start  
in her hydroponic garden in Cambodia. Photo: ELCA staff.

Nebert Pasidya Mkandawire tends his young bean plants  
in Malawi. Photo: Paul Jeffrey/ACT. 

Volunteers keep the garden flourishing at the Lutheran Church  
of the Redeemer, Sacramento, Calif. Photo: Jason Bense.

Cristobal, shown here with his son, increased his corn production 
500% by using earth-friendly methods in Chiapas, Mexico.  
Photo: AMEXTRA.



The Rev. Abraham Mulyata is glad to help 
prevent malaria among his congregation. 
Photo: ELCA staff.
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ELCA Malaria Campaign

”THE PrOGrAm IS WOrkInG!”
AmoNG thE most EffECtiVE workErs AGAiNst mALAriA iN thE 13 
African countries served by the ELCA Malaria Campaign are the pastors 
of Lutheran churches. Thanks to your generosity, these leaders are trained 
and equipped to educate people about malaria and its prevention.

The Rev. Abraham Mulyata, pastor of Kanunu congregation in northwest 
Zambia, serves a congregation of 65 people. He says, “Every week, as many 
as 10 or 15 of my people would be sick from malaria and unable to attend 
worship service.”

The ELCA Malaria Campaign supports the malaria work of the Lutheran 
Evangelical Church in Africa and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Zambia, which made it possible for the churches to supply Pastor Mulyata’s 
congregation with insecticide-treated bed nets.

“Now, before every worship service, we do education about the effects  
of malaria in communities. We teach parents to protect children and infants. 
When I do home visits, I talk to them about the Word of God, and I also talk 
to them about cleaning up their surroundings to prevent malaria,” he says.

“We are very grateful. The program is working! People know the effects 
of malaria and how you can prevent it. They have seen children dying from 
malaria, and they are motivated to do something about it. 

“Jesus healed people, and we should try to do that as well,” he says. 
Thanks to your support of the ELCA Malaria Campaign, leaders like Pastor 
Mulyata have the tools to do that. Thank you.

WOrLD mALArIA DAy IS APrIL 25
how do you pLAN to obsErVE worLd mALAriA dAy this yEAr? 
This free toolkit is bursting with information and activities to help  
you and your congregation join the movement to end malaria. 
Download it at www.ELCA.org/malaria/resources.

Your gift to the ELCA Malaria Campaign in observance of World 
Malaria Day will be matched! Our goal is to raise $250,000 – and 
expand our work into Namibia. To participate, simply write “World 
Malaria Day” on the memo line of your check and mail it to ELCA 
Malaria Campaign, PO Box 71764, Chicago IL 60694-1764. You may 
also give using your credit card by calling 800-638-3522 or visiting 
www.ELCA.org/malaria/donate. Thank you.
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Lutheran Disaster Response

”THIS IS WHAT WE EAT.”
iN thE CENtrAL AfriCAN rEpubLiC, ChAos rEiGNs AftEr thE  
government fell to armed rebels a year ago. Hundreds of thousands of 
families have been driven from their homes, taking refuge wherever they can.

Thanks to your generosity, Lutheran Disaster Response is hard at 
work alongside The Lutheran World Federation and our companion 
church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Central African Republic. 
Together, we are providing urgent necessities, including food and 
clothing, to people who had to leave everything behind in their flight.

Not long ago, members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Central African Republic distributed rice, vegetable oil and clothing  
to more than 10,000 people.

The Rev. André Golike, a pastor in that church, said, “When you live 
and share in people’s lives, you know them and understand what they 
need. Others give us soy, which is not something we eat very often.  
Our partner, the ELCA, gave us rice. This is what we eat.”

Your undesignated gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response help make 
this caring response possible. Thank you.

AfTEr THE STOrm
EArLy LAst fALL, AN uNExpECtEd bLizzArd buriEd 
western South Dakota in up to four feet of heavy, wet 
snow. Thousands of homes and businesses lost power 
for several days, but the cattle ranchers were hit the 
hardest, as untold thousands of cattle died in the 
sudden, severe storm.

The ranchers suffered not only financially, but also 
spiritually and emotionally. It can take decades to 
develop a herd of cattle, with careful breeding over 
generations. A herd can represent not only a rancher’s 
livelihood but also a rancher’s life’s work – and the 
storm devastated herds across the region.

In most disasters, Lutheran Disaster Response and its 
affiliates are concerned with helping people navigate state 
and federal emergency management paperwork and get 
ready to rebuild their homes. This time, the response had to be different.

In partnership with Lutheran Social Services of South Dakota, Lutheran Disaster Response has committed 
$150,000 to provide spiritual and emotional care for those affected by the storm, with a promise of more if needed. 
Case management in this response is focused on helping ranchers find financial assistance in rebuilding their herds.

“People’s hearts are so generous,” said rancher Janet Jorgensen, whose son Chauncey Jorgensen showed ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and other visitors around their ranch. She went on, “The blizzard caused a large 
financial loss, but we lost no family member and that is what counts. We’re grateful. God is a part of our lives and 
will continue to be.”

Your undesignated gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response help make this unique response possible. Thank you.

Accompaniment means understanding 
our companion’s culture.  
Photo: Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Central African Republic.

Cattle rancher Chauncey Jorgensen explains this warming 
box for calves to the Rev. Michael Stadie of Lutheran Disaster 
Response and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  
Photo: ELCA staff.
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