
 
 

July 2014 
Dear Partner in the Gospel, 
 
The Lord be with you! I am writing to communicate that adult leaders attending the 2015 ELCA Youth 
Gathering Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) at Wayne State University in Detroit will need 
to go through a background check. When I first heard this, I asked for a meeting with some of our 
churchwide leaders involved in planning for this event. I was troubled that this background check for a 
MYLE event would target people of color and also immigrants. Given our church’s long and passionate 
engagement of immigration issues and advocacy for comprehensive immigration reform, I was 
concerned that immigrant adult leaders were being asked to do this. I was also concerned with giving 
in to a pattern of racial profiling by public officials, so I asked our leaders to consider changing the 
venue for the MYLE event. However, after meeting with them I agreed that the venue needed to stay 
the same and that a background check would be necessary. Here is why: 
 

1. The cost to change the venue would be prohibitive: from $200 per participant at Wayne State 
as compared to $400 at a hotel. And Wayne State University offers an in-town venue close to 
Ford Field and other gathering places. Many of the other participants of the gathering will be 
housed in motels and hotels throughout the metropolis, most of them out of the city. 

2. MYLE leaders have been planning this event for two years and early on agreed that holding it 
on a campus of a public urban university would be a great environment and encouragement for 
the aspirations of our young people. 

3. Background checks at colleges and universities are now required everywhere as a result of the 
Penn State sexual abuse scandal and the series of on-campus gun violence. People of color are 
not being singled out. Anyone who has an event on a college campus in America today must 
submit to these background checks. 

4. The 3,000 adult volunteers for the Gathering will also have to submit to background checks. 
The group we have engaged to do the checks will also do them at Wayne State. 

 
I want adult leaders from immigrant communities, especially those who are undocumented, to know 
that you have especially been on our hearts as we have worked through this. You should know that as 
a border city Detroit will be especially strict and vigilant in enforcing immigration policies. It is an 
unpleasant, even unjust, reality that we need you to be informed about. 
 
I continue to support our decision to hold the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit. It shines the light of the 
church and its public mission in a place of hurt and hope, of death and resurrection. It shines the light 
of law and gospel on issues of race and justice. It will be a sign of hope and solidarity to the Lutheran 
community in the metropolis and their ecumenical and interfaith allies and partners. It will give a life-
changing opportunity for our young people and their leaders and friends to set a pattern of baptismal 
living, to follow Jesus for the life of the world. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Stephen P. Bouman 
Executive Director, Congregational and Synodical Mission Unit 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 


