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WORKSHOPS 
 
Praying Aloud: Intercessory Prayer in Assembly Worship — Jennifer Baker-Trinity  
On Ash Wednesday, Matthew’s gospel commands praying in secret. While we as God’s 
people do “pray without ceasing,” our worship calls for a particular praying out loud, 
the assisting minister and assembly interceding for the needs of the whole world.   
How do we help our assemblies deepen their understanding and improve their practice 
of this “out loud” kind of praying? Come to this workshop for tips and conversation 
about intercessory prayer both in the Three Days and throughout the year.   
  
The Vigil in Song — Robert Buckley Farlee  
The Easter Vigil offers plenty of opportunities for song—the Easter proclamation, 
acclamations and responses, and hymns that offer a break from spoken words. We’ll 
look at some options for these spots, consider sources for additional ones, and even 
look at how you might craft your own.   
  
Beyond Music: Visual and Participatory Arts for Lent and the Three Days — 
Robert Buckley Farlee   
In what ways can visuals, drama, dance, and similar arts enhance our liturgies . . . 
and what should we think about lest they detract from the worship? We’ll discuss 
those topics and investigate sources. 
 
Teaching the Three Days All Year Long — John Morris  
The Great Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil) are at the very 
center of the church’s life, and planning for these days begins as soon as they are 
completed. What are some strategies for teaching about these days? How can the 
congregation keep its focus on these days and build excitement for them throughout 
the year? What are some ways to keep these days constantly before the 
congregation?   
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Moving from Children’s Sermons to Liturgies for All God’s People — John Morris  
Too often, Children’s Sermons segment and break up the liturgy of the church into 
pieces and parts and they often include unhelpful, confusing moralism’s. The liturgy 
of the church should be for all the people all the time.   
 
Explore ways to involve all ages more fully in the liturgy. Why is it important to hear 
the voice of children and the aged in our liturgies? Where are some great places in the 
Three Days to involve multiple generations? How can the worship that we present to 
God bear and transform all God’s people?   
 
DIY Guide for Lent & The Three Days — Leslie Scanlon  
Planning and enacting the liturgies for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and the Easter Vigil includes many logistics, details, and supplies. This 
workshop will model thinking through contextual choices and setup, provide sample 
lists of the “stuff” needed for each liturgy, and let you in on some of the tricks of the 
trade.  
 
The Three Days and the Gospel according to John — Gail Ramshaw  
On all of the Three Days, the appointed gospel readings come from the fourth gospel. 
This workshop will address (1) the theology and the unique style of John’s Gospel, (2) 
the reasons why John’s Gospel is appointed for all three days, and (3) its problematic 
use of the term “the Jews.”   
  
The Three Days and Bible, Bible, Bible — Gail Ramshaw  
The Three Days appoints three readings for Maundy Thursday, three for Good Friday, 
and the possibility of fourteen for the Easter Vigil. This workshop will discuss how 
these twenty readings (1) widen our biblical understanding of the passion, death, and 
resurrection of Christ and (2) celebrate a diversity of images of God.   
  
Our Bodies, Our Worship: Worship as a Whole-Body Practice — Miriam Schmidt  
Does your congregation experience church as an exercise in sitting and listening, with 
occasional singing? Do we often check our bodies at the church door? Ash Wednesday 
and the Three Days counter this assumption, and compel us to use our whole bodies 
as we worship by moving, marking, touching, washing, kneeling, bowing, eating, 
drinking, and even dancing. This workshop will explore how these liturgies re-engage 
our bodies in Christian worship, and why this is something worth doing.   
  
Preaching the Gospel during the Three Days — Miriam Schmidt  
There is a lot to do to prepare for the worship of the Three Days, and preaching is on 
that list. How is preparation for preaching during the Three Days similar to and 
different from preparation for a normal Sunday morning? How can your preaching 
interpret the rituals and readings that will be brand new to some and well known to 
others? How, even with limited time, can you preach the gospel so that your assembly 
goes home washed and nourished and raised to new life?  
   
Singing Ash Wednesday through Good Friday — John Weit  
There are many ways to incorporate assembly song within the liturgies of Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. Together we will sing many 
examples, consider how the singing assembly deepens the meaning of the actions of 
these rites, and model helpful musical leadership practices.  
 


