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Accompaniment – a life of sharing
ELCA missionaries walk hand in hand with their brothers
and sisters in the global church. It’s a life of sharing rather than
leading. “[We] walk with the people in our new communities, to
share their sorrows, their victories, their lives for the short time we
cross paths,” says Rachel Swenson, who is spending a year in South
Africa as part of the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program.
“We are not sent to fix, to change, or to rectify. We are sent to live,
sent to grieve with our brothers and sisters, sent to find God in
seemingly hopeless situations,” she says. “We are sent to listen to
those who may feel voiceless, sent to shoulder some of the weight
of impossible burdens if we can and sent to be continually awed
and humbled by our experiences within our new homes.”

This is radically different from entering another culture with the
intent to fix the broken and right the wrongs. “As an outsider, I will
never have the right answers for the pains I see in my community,
in my new country. The only thing I can do is accompany,”
Rachel says.
“I’m faced with a world of possibilities, a latticework of hurts and
pains and triumphs and laughter that reaches out and folds me into
its tapestry. Each thread leads me to another friendship, heartbreak,
or surprising plot twist, but everyone is woven together into the
exquisite narrative written by the One who really does have all the
right answers.”
Gifts to YAGM provide young adults the opportunity to grow in
their faith and work hand-in-hand with our global neighbors.
Learn more at www.ELCA.org/YAGMsupport.
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A priceless gift
Nathalie Lassang is an International Leader with a passion
for medicine and for her home country of Cameroon. “I have
wanted to help ill people for as long as I can remember. My desire is
to return to Cameroon to work there as a physician,” says Nathalie,
who is now a medical student.
While growing up in Cameroon, Nathalie saw many people suffer
from disease, and although she had always wanted to help people,
she only began to consider a career in medicine when she began
high school. One afternoon after church, a couple invited her family
to their house for lunch. While talking with the husband, Nathalie
learned that he was a surgeon and was inspired. When he asked
her what she wanted to do, she knew that she wanted to get
involved in medicine.
Now Nathalie is studying at Ross University School of Medicine,
which is located on the Caribbean island of Dominica. She will

finish there in May of 2016, thanks to a scholarship she received
through the ELCA’s International Leaders program. One component
of the program is that it requires participants to return to their
home churches after finishing their studies. Once she completes her
residency, Nathalie will return to Cameroon to serve as a physician
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cameroon. “I know that I
can work as a physician anywhere in the world, but I feel my calling
is to work in Cameroon. Being present with and comforting people
is what I believe God has given me as a gift.”
Thanks to gifts from ELCA members like you, Nathalie is able to
pursue her passion. “The education that I am getting is a priceless
gift for which I am eternally grateful. I’m excited to go home and
help the people in my community because I know that I will be able
to make a difference.”
Gifts to International Leaders – Women provide scholarships for
women like Nathalie. Learn more at www.ELCA.org/globalchurch.
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Supporting Sunday schools in Bolivia
After hearing many times that there was a need for Lutheran
materials in the Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kari
Eller decided to involve her husband, Justin, and others to create
inexpensive, accessible Sunday school materials that could be used
by a variety of teachers. With the help of the ELCA’s Equipping
God’s People Project, the Ellers were able to coordinate and create
a Sunday school book.

“I can’t tell you how proud I am of all of the contributors and the
excellent work they did to make this book a possibility,” says Kari.
The book has made it possible for a congregation with little or no
funds to have teaching materials, because not only is it free, but it
doesn’t require you to have anything other than the Bible and other
basic items that most congregations have available. It also allows
Sunday school teachers to personalize the lessons according to the
group’s needs and interests.

“We share the book with a pay-it-forward mentality in hopes that
other Spanish-speaking Lutherans around the world who create
Christian education materials, whether they are for Sunday school,
workshops, confirmation, etc., will want to do the same and share
their resources with others as well,” Kari says.

Often, teachers, who are usually high school or college students,
take turns teaching classes because they cannot commit to a full
year. The hope is that even with changing teachers and activities,
the students will still be able to hear the gospel of Christ, which is
of critical importance to Lutheran Christians.

Creating the Spanish-language book was a year-long process.
The finished project can be downloaded online for free, but
because computers are not available everywhere in Bolivia and
other Spanish-speaking countries, a print edition is also published.
Five hundred copies are printed and distributed each year.

While the Ellers have recently moved to a new assignment in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, the generous support of ELCA members
enables them and over 240 other ELCA missionaries in the global
church to continue their ministry.
Learn more at www.ELCA.org/missionarysupport.

Your gifts help make a world of difference in God’s global mission!
Lanny Westphal Director, ELCA Global Church Sponsorship
Give by check
Make your check out to “ELCA Global Church Sponsorship.”
Write the name of a specific missionary or Young Adult in
Global Mission in the memo line if you wish. Give through
your congregation or mail to: ELCA Global Church Sponsorship,
P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764.

Give online
at www.ELCA.org/globalchurch/donate.
Give by phone
Call 800-638-3522 to give
by credit or debit card.

Get connected!
Create a covenant with a missionary for mutual prayer, communication and financial gifts with a
sponsors guide and covenant form. Learn more by emailing globalchurch@elca.org or calling
800-638-3522, ext. 2657.
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