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Warm sweaters and valuable skills
“Give a person a sweater and you clothe them once. Teach a 
person to knit and you clothe them for a lifetime.” This could  
be the motto of a knitting school supported in part by gifts from 
ELCA members like you that is doing God’s work in Kenya. 

The Nairobi International Lutheran Congregation sponsors 
the knitting school, which has approximately 25 young, female 
students. In a faith-based environment, the women learn to knit 
warm clothes as both a service to their communities and as a way 
to support themselves and their families.  

The Rev. Michael Fonner is the pastor of the Nairobi International 
Lutheran Congregation. Michael and his wife, Leslie Weed-Fonner, 
are ELCA missionaries in Kenya. “As a program of the congregation, 
the knitting school is both an outreach to the local community and 
an income generating activity,” they say. It provides training to

equip women to support themselves and their families, and also 
ensures warm clothes are provided where there is little heat 
during the cold season. These goals “are important to the Nairobi 
International Lutheran Congregation and the Kenya Evangelical 
Lutheran Church as we work toward self-reliance and financial 
independence,” they added. 

“Congregations supporting the ELCA’s global mission work in 
Kenya are participants in the life-giving ministry of the Nairobi 
International Lutheran Congregation knitting school,” the Fonners 
said. “We are grateful for our church’s commitment to making a 
difference through global mission. This is ‘God’s work. Our hands.’”

Your gifts to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship directly fund 
missionaries like the Rev. Michael Fonner and Leslie Weed-Fonner 
as they work hand in hand with our neighbors around the world. 
Learn more at https://community.elca.org/Kenya.

Light shines in the darkness
Kirsten Fryer is an ELCA missionary in Cairo, Egypt. In this 
excerpt from a recent entry to her blog, “Cairos,” she describes  
the unity at a Christmas Day worship despite political division  
and unrest. 

If you’ve been following the news from South Sudan, you’ll 
understand why I will treasure Christmas Day 2013 for a very long 
time. Even while Nuer and Dinka in South Sudan fight and kill one 
another, these two ethnic communities came together as part of the 
Sudanese Lutheran congregation that worships at St. Andrew’s in 
Cairo for worship on Christmas Day. 

In five languages — Arabic, English, Nuer, Dinka and Shilluk — we 
prayed and sang and came together at the Lord’s Table. For those 
three and a half hours, differences were set aside and prayers were 

lifted up in thanksgiving and celebration. Prayers were lifted up for 
peace, in South Sudan and Syria and throughout the world.

The Spirit moved among us and did not distinguish us by tribe or 
language but called us together and made us witnesses of the good 
news of great joy for all peoples. This good news takes strangers 
and enemies and brings them together as brothers and sisters  
in Christ.

This promise of the incarnation that we celebrate on Christmas 
— that God has come to us and continues to come to us, God’s 
beloved people, is worth remembering and celebrating, not just on 
Christmas but always. It is indeed good news of great joy and the 
light that shines in the darkness.

To read more stories from ELCA Missionaries and Young Adults in 
Global Mission, visit the Hand in Hand blog at http://www.elca.org/
News-and-Events/blogs/HandInHand.
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Building relationships in Hungary
Ole Schenk describes his transition to living and working in 
Hungary as a Young Adult in Global Mission as an incredibly 
fast-paced journey. “I was handed chalk and classrooms of 
elementary students (right away), and just as soon the students 
showed me their energetic appetite for learning,” he explains.  
“The pace has been swift, but it’s a joy to see how keen students 
bring out the best of past teaching experiences.”

Originally from Canada, Schenk is making good use of his English 
as a Second Language certification as he teaches English to 
elementary students and religious studies to high school students. 
“Sometimes when I’m (teaching), I’m tempted to doubt that anything 
has been communicated. There are days when their lit-up faces 
remind me that the word of God lights its own fire.” He is also 
working to build relationships with the Roma, a marginalized group 
in Hungary. 

The men’s group at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Waverly, Iowa, 
who have a covenant relationship with Schenk, recently had an 
opportunity to skype with him about this. “One of the main issues 
we heard about was how Ole’s working to connect with and  

 
understand the Roma people, who are treated as outcasts in that 
society,” says Paul Frantsen, director of youth and family ministry 
at St. Paul’s. “He’s looking for ways to be a bridge between that 
group and the rest of the population: walking alongside them, 
establishing trust and being a Christ-like example.” 

“I hear negative things about Roma people. To come to a worship 
service with them, and be there as brothers and sisters in Christ, all 
that is cleared away,” Schenk explains.

The Northeastern Iowa Synod has shown strong support for the 
Young Adults in Global Mission Hungary country group. Schenk 
says: “It was stunning to us in the program to see the support 
from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, especially St Paul’s Lutheran 
in Waverly, Iowa. It’s a reminder of what’s happening in the wider 
church. It reminds me of who I am and orients me here. I believe 
that God is calling me here.”

Your gifts to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship directly fund Young 
Adults in Global Mission like Ole Schenk as they work hand in 
hand with our neighbors around the world. Learn more at https://
community.elca.org/Hungary.
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Your gifts help make a world of difference in God’s global mission!

Give by check  
Make your check out to “ELCA Global Church Sponsorship.”  
Write the name of a specific missionary or Young Adult in  
Global Mission in the memo line if you wish. Give through  
your congregation or mail to: ELCA Global Church Sponsorship,  
P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764.

Get connected!  
Create a covenant with a missionary for mutual prayer, communication and financial gifts with a  
sponsors guide and covenant form. Learn more by emailing globalchurch@elca.org or calling  
800-638-3522, ext. 2657.

Give online  
at www.ELCA.org/globalchurch/donate.

Give by phone 
Call 800-638-3522 to give  
by credit or debit card.
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