
GOD’S GRACE IN ACTION AFTERNOON
THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2016

1:00 – 4:00 P.M.

As Lutherans, we believe we are freed and renewed in Christ. On Thursday, August 11, we will have an opportunity 
through experiential learning to explore a basic conviction as Lutherans: That all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of 
service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
The unique context of historic New Orleans provides a launching point for learning, action, and reflection on 
significant issues.  Each track also includes take-away ideas to apply your experiential learning back home.

Each participant will self-select their top three choices from a listing of experiential learning tracks. Some tracks 
may have a limited space capacity. Please note that choices are final once you submit and are assigned a 
track, ensuring an accurate count of participants for each track. Here are the featured tracks…

• MUSIC, JUSTICE AND PEACE: New Orleans is known for its music. Explore how music has been a catalyst 
for social change in the past.  Enjoy the diverse and vibrant sounds from musicians from the South. How 
can music be used today to inspire us to strive for justice and peace?

• PROMOTING PEACE: Promoting peace begins with each of us. Learn from the experiences of ELCA 
companion churches how they engage in conflict resolution. How can these be applied in your context? 
What does the baptismal reaffirmation “strive for justice and peace in all the earth” mean for daily living?  

• FROM THE DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY TO #BlackLivesMatter: What is the Doctrine of Discovery? 
How did it support the oppression and colonization of indigenous peoples of all continents? How 
did the U.S. become a nation of white privilege? What really happened after the emancipation 
proclamation? Were black people free to pursue happiness and enjoy justice for all?  Or, does today’s 
#blacklivesmatter confront us with a different story? What contributes to the U.S. prison population 
disproportionately being represented by black and brown people? And, what is the church’s response? 
Through the use of film and facilitated conversations, people of God will engage in dialogue that links 
the historical context of race and slavery and the current criminalization of communities of color.

• HUMAN TRAFFICKING: Human trafficking is the second largest criminal industry, exploiting men, women 
and children. Learn how to prevent human trafficking, protect kids and offer pathways of engagement 
to be a part of the solution to end slavery. What does “strive for justice” look like?  

• RESURRECTION: Explore New Orleans 11 years after Hurricane Katrina and the breech of the levees. 
Focus on the process of renewal of a community. Visit the areas impacted by the hurricane. 
How might we become ambassadors of hope when the journey is difficult and 
justice seems far away?

Strive for justice and peace in all the earth …   and… 
 Serve all people, following the example of Jesus … 



• CARE FOR CREATION: Our Christian faith compels us to the care and redemption of all that God has 
made even as it calls us into relationship with those who suffer from the impacts of environmental 
degradation. Come learn about the intersections between environmental and economic issues in New 
Orleans while rolling up your sleeves and helping to care for God’s good creation. How can we act in 
solidarity with God’s creation?

• CHILDREN OF GOD: “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of God belongs” (Luke 18:16). Join us in visiting Project Ishmael in New Orleans to 
learn about its legal clinic for unaccompanied children seeking asylum in the U.S. We will also hear 
from the Interfaith Committee for Detained Immigrants in Chicago to learn about its pastoral care 
and accompaniment to migrant children. This workshop is hosted by the ELCA Advocacy Office in 
Washington, D.C., and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS).

• EDUCATION: Hear from a panel of educators, parents and children about the diverse approaches 
that promote safe, healthy learning environments for our children in the New Orleans community. 
Participate in assembling backpack kits with school supplies for the students in New Orleans. Optional 
activities could include: donating books for school libraries and/or paper plate letter writing campaign 
for healthy school lunches. How might we help promote safe, healthy learning environments in our 
local communities?

• NEW ORLEANS CUISINE AND HOSPITALITY: Food and hospitality are a significant part of the culture of 
New Orleans. Come and learn more about how cuisine and hospitality have evolved in New Orleans 
and about what we as the church can learn from them. 

• ACCESS TO HOUSING: Lives and communities can be transformed and prosper through investments 
in Equitable Access to Quality Affordable Housing. Hurricane Katrina pulled back the curtains on 
an American city where communities were abandoned by civic leaders, and where the business 
community divested economically years ago. Hear from high profile leaders, learn from those living 
day-to-day in distressed underserved communities, explore how to assess the affordable housing 
needs in your own local communities, and discover funding opportunities available to create 
affordable housing.

• FOOD SECURITY: More than 7 percent of households in Louisiana struggle to keep food on the table.  
That’s nearly 127,000 households. Immerse yourself in New Orleans with ELCA World Hunger on a walk 
through the heart of the city where we will hear from local leaders responding to hunger, discover the 
treasures of the city, and learn practical tools to help your congregation join in God’s work of building 
a world where all will be fed. In this immersion experience, we will learn about local responses to hunger 
and poverty, faith, and what it means to seek God in the Crescent City and our own backyards.


