
God’s Grace in Action Afternoon
Experiential Learning Track: Food Security
Date and time: Thursday, August 11, 2016 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Off-site (Please pick up your boxed lunch in Hall B and go directly to your bus.)

ELCA World Hunger God’s Grace in Action afternoon track
More than 7 percent of the households in Louisiana struggle to keep food on the table. That’s nearly 
127,000 households. Immerse yourself in New Orleans with ELCA World Hunger on a walk through the 
heart of the city where we will hear from local leaders responding to hunger, discover the treasures of 
the city, and learn practical tools to help your congregation join in God’s work of building a world where 
all will be fed. In this immersion experience, we will learn about local responses to hunger and poverty, 
faith, and what it means to seek God in the Crescent City and our own backyards. 

On this track, we will visit three sites: Café Reconcile, the Southern Food and Beverage Museum and 
the Crescent City Café. At each site, we will hear from local leaders about the programs offered in New 
Orleans. 

Café Reconcile is a nonprofit restaurant that uses 
innovative strategies to provide life skills and job 
training to youth from at-risk communities in the 
New Orleans area. Since the restaurant opened 
in 2000, more than 1,000 young people (ages 
16-22) have successfully completed the program 
and moved into permanent jobs in New Orleans’ 
food service industry. Focusing on the kind of 

“soul food” for which New Orleans is known, the restaurant has earned high praise from local and 
national critics. During our track, we will have a chance to hear from café staff, including some of the 
young adults participating in the program. We will also get a chance to sample some of their fantastic 
Southern-style desserts!

The Southern Food and Beverage Museum is dedicated to the discovery, 
understanding and celebration of the food, drink and culture of the world through 
the eyes of the South. At this fascinating museum – just down the road from Café 
Reconcile – we will hear from the museum’s director of education, who will share 
how economics and culture have impacted New Orleans cuisine. We will also have 
a chance to briefly tour the museum’s exhibits.

The Crescent City Cafe is an independent, grassroots 
organization based in New Orleans that is led by a team of 
volunteers and supported by donations. The cafe is supported 

by several congregations in New Orleans, including their host facility, Rayne 
Memorial United Methodist Church. The mission of the Crescent City Cafe is to serve 
breakfast to New Orleans’ homeless and low-income residents with dignity and 
to connect young adults together in service. Founded in February 2009, the cafe 
simulates a restaurant, complete with breakfast specials that change each month. 
During our visit, the cafe will be arranged as it would be for a monthly breakfast. We 
will hear from volunteers and staff and use the space to debrief our afternoon.



ELCA World Hunger 
ELCA World Hunger is a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) created to end 
hunger and poverty in the United States and around the world. Through a comprehensive approach 
and unparalleled worldwide network of individuals, congregations, companion churches and partners 
in nearly 60 countries, ELCA World Hunger walks alongside individuals and communities to help break 
the cycle of hunger and poverty – for good. 

This year, ELCA World Hunger is supporting nearly 350 programs in 46 states and the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico, in addition to more than 250 programs in nearly 60 other countries. These programs 
include relief, advocacy, sustainable development, community organizing and education. To learn 
more, visit ELCA.org/hunger.
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