
We urge members of Congress to renew and strengthen our nation’s child nutrition programs by: 

 Requiring the Administration to develop and implement a comprehensive strategy across relevant 

agencies to promote global food security; 

 Improving maternal and child nutrition, especially during the 1,000 days from pregnancy until a child is 

2 years old, to help reduce stunting and life-long poor health; 

 Strengthening existing monitoring and evaluating practices to ensure efficacy and accountability; 

 Requiring the Administration to submit a report to the appropriate Congressional committees describing 

the strategy, its outcomes, and how funds are used; 

 Engaging the expertise and resourcefulness of non-governmental organizations, academic and 

research institutions, faith-based organizations, and the private sector. 

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization reports that 805 million people suffer from chronic hunger 

worldwide, 60 percent of which are women. Malnutrition causes nearly 45 percent of deaths for children 

under the age of 5, while millions of others are caught in cyclical systems of long-term hunger and poverty.  

In 2010, the Obama administration launched Feed the Future, an initiative charged with combating chronic 

hunger and food insecurity around the world. Through Feed the Future, the U.S. government works with select 

countries to increase investments in agriculture and food production, improving nutrition standards among 

vulnerable populations. Currently operational in 19 countries, the program creates strong and stable 

agricultural sectors by engaging local public and private sector leaders, investing in agricultural innovations, 

and providing technological and management training to smallholder farmers. 

Feed the Future has helped reverse a decline in 

agricultural investment seen in preceding years. Since its 

launch, Congress has funded Feed the Future activities 

through the annual appropriations process. However, 

because the program was not launched through 

Congress, the next administration could decide to 

terminate it. The Global Food Security Act will grant 

congressional statutory authorization to make Feed the 

Future a permanent program of the U.S. government. 

This bipartisan legislation, introduced in both the House 

and Senate, will enable the U.S. government to improve 

upon the work already being done under Feed the 

Future. The Global Food Security Act will also promote 

country-driven strategies and the role of smallholder 

farmers, who produce the majority of food consumed in 

developing countries.  

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY ACT   

OF 2015 
Fighting hunger by investing in sustainable 

agriculture 

Take action now! www.ELCA.org/advocacy          ELCA Advocacy          @ELCAadvocacy 

122 C Street NW, Suite 125, Washington, DC, 20001 - washingtonoffice@elca.org 

Our Lutheran voice 

The ELCA continues to work with local 

congregations and organizations to promote 

sustainable food production. We believe that “God 

gives or provides through people, practices, and 

systems. ‘Daily bread’ is not earned by efforts of 

individuals alone, but is made possible through a 

variety of relationships and institutions” (ELCA social 

statement, “Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for 

All). As the body of Christ on Earth today, it is our 

understanding and our responsibility to act as 

stewards of the ecosystems that make production 

of food possible in order to improve the lives of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. When we share our 

“daily bread” with others, we are spreading the 

good news of God’s eternal and redeeming love to 

those in need. 

Learn more: 

 Food and Agriculture Organization, “The State of Food Insecurity in the World: 2014”: http://www.fao.org/

publications/sofi/en/ 
 World Food Program hunger statistics: http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/en/  
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