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Season after the Festival of 
Epiphany 2017

JANUARY 8
God, whose light is revealed to all the nations, as your 
Spirit rested upon Jesus at the River Jordan, so send 
your Spirit to rest upon us and your church. Through 
the power of your Spirit, may we be faithful to your 
call to be a light and presence to the nations. Thanks 
to you for our partnership with the Lutheran Church 
in Singapore and its work with the Lutheran Church 
in Cambodia. Through this partnership, inspire 
all who work for equity and justice in Singapore, 
Cambodia and all lands, through Jesus Christ, the 
Beloved One. Amen.  

JANUARY 15
God, whose light is revealed to all the nations, as the 
12 apostles recognized Jesus as the Lamb of God and 
heard the call to follow him, so may we follow as 
you call us. Be with us as we follow you to proclaim 
your light and justice to all the nations. Inspire in 
the churches of Costa Rica and Honduras the will to 
follow your call to build community and welcome the 
stranger, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
Amen.

JANUARY 22
God, whose light is revealed to all the nations, as 
your disciples set aside their nets to follow your call, 
so may we hear your call to preach your gospel of 
peace, justice and reconciliation. Thanks be to you 
for the work of the Lutheran Church in Malaysia. 
May all who desire to follow you be able to set aside 
their nets and follow you. We pray this in the name of 
Jesus. Amen.

JANUARY 29
God, whose light is revealed to all the nations, 
the wisdom of the cross is foolishness to those 
perishing, but to us, it is your power. As Jesus 
preached the power of the gospel to those with 
little power, so may we live out the wisdom of 
the cross by seeing power in unexpected places. 
Thanks be to you for our partnership with the 
Lutheran Church in Myanmar, as we work with 
them to lift up leaders and build capacity, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, the Lowly One. Amen.

FEBRUARY 5
God, whose light is revealed to all the nations, you 
sent your Son, Jesus, to fulfill the law and lead 
us toward right action and relationship. Guide us 
in all good work and in all right relationships for 
your name’s sake. Praise to you for the work of the 
Lutheran Church in Senegal as we work with them 
to bring the good news to more people in more 
communities. Bless our work with these people, made 
possible through your love. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

FEBRUARY 12
God, whose light is revealed to all the nations, your 
presence guides us toward right decision-making 
that leads to life for all. Counsel all bishops, pastors, 
deacons, missionaries and lay leaders in worship 
and service. Thanks be to you for the work of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia and our 
partnership with it in outreach to congregations 
in Siberia. Equip them with all your good gifts and 
provide good leaders for them, all to your glory. 
Amen.
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FEBRUARY 19
God, whose light is revealed to all the nations, your 
teaching shows us the way of honor in peace. As 
Christ taught us to resist violence and demand 
honor for ourselves, so may our thoughts and 
actions promote peace and bring dignity to all 
people. Thanks be to you for the vision to establish 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church Africa Mission 
in South Sudan and our desire to support their 
witness to peace and reconciliation in this new and 
war-torn country. Provide all they need to resist 
the violence of the world and proclaim your gospel 
of peace, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

FEBRUARY 26 – The Festival of the 
Transfiguration
God, whose dazzling light is revealed to all the 
nations, your presence among the prophets of 
old and with us brings strength to the weak and 
comfort to all in fear. May your Spirit rest on 
this world, our church and each of us and guide 
us as we bring peace and comfort to all in need. 
Guide the work of all missionaries who serve your 
church in foreign lands and proclaim your gospel 
of mercy, justice and peace, through the grace of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Lent 2017

MARCH 5
Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel 
with us through these 40 days. As you resisted 
temptation for earthly power in the wilderness, so 
may we seek to promote your word and proclaim 
your gospel. Praise to you for the work of faithful 
women who show your redeeming and reconciling 
work in the world, nurturing unity across the 
nations, in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

MARCH 12
Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel 
with us through these 40 days. In your journey with 
us that redeems the world to you, may we be a 
blessing to all we encounter. Thanks be to you for 
the growth of the Lutheran Church in Zambia and 
the work of missionaries and local leaders. Bless all 
partnerships and relationships that grow from the 
work of the church in Zambia, in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

MARCH 19

Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel 
with us through these 40 days. As Jesus reached 
out to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, so may 
we reach out to people outside our communities 
and build relationship with them. Bless the work of 
Lutheran missionaries as they build new relationships 
and communities gathered around your presence 
with us in word and sacrament, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world. 
Amen.

MARCH 26
Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel 
with us through these 40 days. As Christ called his 
disciples and healed throughout the countryside of 
Palestine, open our eyes to see our call to witness to 
your presence in Israel and Palestine today. Guide 
the work of Young Adults in Global Mission in the 
Holy Land and strengthen relationships with local 
Lutheran communities. May the work of all who live 
in the lands where Jesus walked promote peace and 
reconciliation, all for your name’s sake. Amen.

APRIL 2
Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel with 
us through these 40 days. As Jesus journeyed through 
his life, he was blessed with the gift of friendship, 
especially with Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Praise to 
you for the work of Lutheran missionaries and their 
work training servant leaders. Bless the relationships 
and friendships that develop through our life’s 
journeys, through Jesus Christ, the Lamb, who takes 
away the sin of the world. Amen.



APRIL 9 – Palm Sunday
Lamb of God, whose triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
witnesses to God’s glory, help us see the ways God 
triumphantly enters our lives today. Thanks be to 
you for the work of Lutheran missionaries as they 
proclaim your gospel of peace and reconciliation, all 
in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Easter 2017

APRIL 16 – The Festival of the 
Resurrection of the Lord

Risen One, as the women came to the tomb and 
found the stone rolled away, let us see your 
triumph over death in our daily lives. Let this 
joyous festival that proclaims the end of death-
as-the-end provide hope for all who face death 
in their daily lives. Bless the work of all people 
who preach the gospel of good news to the poor, 
disenfranchised and oppressed, all for the name of 
your risen Son, our Lord, Jesus the Christ. Amen.

APRIL 23

Risen One, who meets us along the roadways 
and in the locked rooms of our lives, guide us to 
witness to your triumph over death in our daily 
lives. Thanks be to you for the work of Lutheran 
missionaries as they follow you and accompany 
our companions building up the church. Bless 
all people who hear your gospel of peace, 
reconciliation and triumph over death and seek 
to follow you, in the name of your risen Son, our 
Lord, Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen.

APRIL 30

Risen One, who meets us along the roadways and 
in the locked rooms of our lives, guide us to witness 
to your triumph over death in our daily lives. Send 
your Spirit of life and strength to be present with the 
women studying at ELCA colleges and institutions 
through the International Women Leaders program. 
Through your grace, guide them into all good work, 
in the name of your risen Son, our Lord, Jesus the 
Christ, we pray. Amen.

MAY 7

Risen One, who calls to us and we recognize his voice, 
guide us to witness to your triumph over death in our 
daily lives. Praise to you for the support of the ELCA 
in opening two new schools in The Gambia – St. 
Andrew’s Lutheran Education Center and St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Education Center. May these schools be 
places where students can hear your call in their lives 
and follow you, in the name of your risen Son, our 
Lord, Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen.

MAY 14

Risen One, who always makes a place for us where 
we go, guide us to witness to your triumph over death 
in our daily lives. Counsel Lutheran missionaries as 
they provide educational opportunities for students 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia. Give to 
them the knowledge that you go where they go ahead 
of them, making a way, in the name of your risen Son, 
our Lord, Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen.

MAY 21

Risen One, who provides all we need to keep your 
commands, guide us to witness to your triumph over 
death in our daily lives. Praise to you for the work 
of the Rev. Mawien Ariik and the Rev. Wal Reat as 
they seek to establish the Lutheran Church African 
Mission in South Sudan. May your commands guide 
their work and may they trust your support in their 
work, in the name of your risen Son, our Lord, Jesus 
the Christ, we pray. Amen.



MAY 28 – The Festival of the Ascension of 
the Lord (observed)

Risen One, who sits in glory at the right hand of 
God, guide us to witness to your triumph over death 
in our daily lives. Thanks be to you for the journey 
and growth of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Tanzania. May we learn from our siblings in 
Tanzania the ways to proclaim your gospel in our 
place and in this century, in the name of your risen 
Son, our Lord, Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen.

JUNE 4 – The Festival of Pentecost

God our advocate, who supports and guides us in 
all good work, make the presence of your Spirit 
known in your church and on your people. Praise 
to you for the work of all people who follow the 
Spirit’s call to live in relationship with and support 
the work of all people in foreign lands. Guide their 
work and our work to the glory of your name. We 
pray this in the name of God our source, God the 
word and God our advocate. Amen.

Season after Pentecost 2017

JUNE 11

Holy God, who is One in Three, you give us the 
great commission, to go and make disciples in 
all nations. Thanks be to you for the witness 
of all people who are disciples of Jesus Christ 
in countries other than their own. May the 
relationships they build strengthen their faith and 
lead them into all good work, through God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

JUNE 18

God our creator, redeemer and sustainer, while 
the laborers may be few, we trust that your grace 
will grant us the will and strength to do your 
work. Praise be to you for the witness of pastors 
and lay leaders in our global companion churches 
and their work in growing the Lutheran church. 
Guide their labor through God the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

JUNE 25

God our mother, brother and advocate, knowing 
that you call us to proclaim your gospel in public, 
we trust that your grace will grant us the will 
and strength to your work. Thanks to you for 
the witness of Young Adults in Global Mission 
working alongside our global companions. May 
the good work of all people who serve you be 
a light to the world that knows much darkness, 
through God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

JULY 2

God who orders our lives, remind us of the 
ways you call us to order our lives through our 
welcome of others. Thanks be to you for the 
people of ELCA congregations who support global 
ministries welcoming our brothers and sisters 
to hear the good news. May the welcome you 
show us in Jesus Christ reverberate in all our 
interactions and in all the ways we live and serve 
with others, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

JULY 9

Comforting God, who calls us to lay our burdens to 
rest, help us see the burdens in the world that we 
can lay to rest through your guidance. Praise to you 
for all people who hear the call to accompany and 
serve with people throughout the world in missions 
supported by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May all people serving you outside this land 
feel the lightness of your yoke and, through faith in 
you, accomplish all that you have set out for them in 
their service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



JULY 16

God, whose gift of faith allows us to witness to your 
love, let our hearts be good soil for the seed of your 
word. Praise to you for the work of International 
Women Leaders that empowers women leaders 
throughout the world. Thanks be to you for the 
efforts of women in our congregations whom you 
guide to support this important work. Through our 
work to raise up leaders, may the good soil of our 
hearts witness to the love you have shown us in your 
Son, Jesus the Christ. Amen.

JULY 23

Ever-present God, who continues to speak in our 
world, open our ears to listen to your word, through 
the work of your Spirit. Praise to you for the work 
of our Young Adults in Global Mission and all the 
people and congregations that support the work 
of accompaniment in which these young adults 
participate. May our ears be open to hear the stories 
of these young adults and may these stories shape us, 
through faith, to see how you continue to work in our 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

JULY 30

God of all eternity, whose gift of faith is greater than 
anything we can imagine and who does not allow 
anything to separate us from your love, empower 
us to live lives of service resting in your eternal and 
unconditional love. Praise to you for the work of the 
ELCA and Lutheran missionaries in preventing new 
cases of malaria throughout the world. Send your 
Spirit of power to inspire all who work to end this 
preventable disease and give us all faith that your 
love may be shown, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

AUGUST 6

Incarnate God, giver of all good gifts, provider of all 
we need, we give you thanks for the abundance that 
your creation provides for us. Praise to you for the 
work of all people in this church who work to ensure 
that your good gifts are distributed in equitable ways 
throughout the world. May we ever desire your justice 
to wash over us and, through faith, renew our desire 
to show your love through gifts of food, clothes and 
shelter, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

AUGUST 13

God, who comes to us over the waters and quells the 
storms of our fears, send your Spirit to renew our 
faith that you provide what we need. Thanks be to 
you for all congregations and people who provide 
support for the work of the ELCA’s global ministries. 
May we continue to build relationships of trust built 
on faith, guided by your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

AUGUST 20

God of all the nations, as the Canaanite woman 
reminded Jesus of God’s call, through him, to minister 
to all the nations, may we be reminded of your call 
to serve our neighbors near and far. Praise to you 
for the work that ELCA members do in countries 
throughout the world. May the presence of Jesus 
with us and the witness of the saints through history 
instill in us the call the serve all people, strengthened 
through your Spirit. Amen.

AUGUST 27

Heavenly Creator, you revealed yourself to us in 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God. 
Continue to reveal yourself to us through Christ’s 
presence with us and through the witness of all we 
encounter. Thanks be to you for the work that ELCA 
members do in countries throughout the world. May 
your revelation to us in Jesus Christ instill in us the 
call to serve all people, strengthened through your 
Spirit. Amen.



SEPTEMBER 3

Incarnate Christ, you remind us, in your own journey 
to Jerusalem and the cross, of the paths that we are 
called to take in our lives. As you revealed, through 
your own suffering on the cross, the dignity of all 
whom the world causes to suffer, support all who seek 
to alleviate suffering in this world. Thanks be to you 
for all ministries of this church that seek to support 
our neighbors in the world as they work to create 
sustainable and satisfying lives, through your Son, 
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

SEPTEMBER 10

God, who promises to be with us in all our gatherings 
and to guide us through the conflicts of our lives, 
empower us, through your Spirit, to build community 
that provides life for all people. Thanks be to you 
for the work that ELCA members do in countries 
throughout the world. May your promise to be 
present with us in all our gatherings strengthen us for 
service, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SEPTEMBER 17

Redeeming Christ, you give us courage and strength. 
May we use these gifts to serve our brothers 
and sisters around the world, including those we 
encounter through the ELCA’s global ministries.  
Guide us through your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SEPTEMBER 24

God of justice, who grants us a vision of a world 
where equity and peace reign, grant us, through 
your Spirit, the strength to enact that vision in our 
world now. Praise to you for all the work that ELCA 
members do to enact equity and peace in countries 
throughout the world, especially in the Holy Land. 
May the faith you provide us through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, compel us to work toward the reign of justice 
that will someday break into our history. Amen.

OCTOBER 1

God who grants us our faith, in Jesus we learn that 
to do your will is to follow you. May we continue to 
trust that you will grant us all we need to follow you. 
Thanks be to you for the work that ELCA members do 
to follow you by serving as missionaries in countries 
throughout the world. May our desire to follow you 
lead us to action that promotes peace and justice in 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

OCTOBER 8

God who provides what we need to produce good 
fruits, open our eyes to the ways in which policies 
we enact favor the work of some over others. Thanks 
be to you for the work that members of the ELCA 
do throughout the world to dignify all work and 
especially workers in jobs where they have been 
abused. May our faith in you lead us to honor the 
work of people who produce good fruits, in Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.

OCTOBER 15

Benevolent God, in your kingdom, all are called, 
chosen and invited to the seat of the honored guest. 
Praise be to you for the work of ELCA missionaries 
who are called to their work and who, through their 
work, are honored as guests in foreign environments. 
We remember those who serve in countries around 
the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

OCTOBER 22

God of all the nations, you remind us that you have 
given us everything and that we will return all we 
have been given to you. Thanks be to you for the 
work of ELCA missionaries who return your good 
gifts to you, in their work, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.



OCTOBER 29

Holy God, who loves all people and all good 
action, as Jesus reminded the lawyer, compel us 
to remember that we serve you by keeping your 
commandments in faith and loving our neighbors. 
Praise be to you for all people who enact the call to 
love their neighbors as themselves, especially those 
who serve to proclaim your gospel in foreign lands, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

NOVEMBER 5

God of the down-trodden, you teach us that your 
ways are to be found outside the ways of glory and 
outside the seats of honor. Send your Spirit to remind 
us of your call to humility that leads to justice. Lift up 
all who are abused and oppressed. Strengthen all who 
serve you as makers of justice in this world, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

NOVEMBER 12

Lord of the foolish and the wise, you ask us to be 
alert for your coming. Grant us the strength to keep 
awake until your coming. Lift up all who are tired, 
especially all who suffer under violence, including 
those served by Lutheran missionaries, for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

NOVEMBER 19

Lord of our lives, you want us to share your story 
and our talents with the world. Send your Spirit 
of strength to guide us in all ways of truth and 
righteousness. Lift up all who are being equipped to 
proclaim your gospel for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

NOVEMBER 26

God of the poor, you are the hungry, the naked and 
imprisoned. Open our eyes to see you in the lives 
of the least among us. Lift up all who are abused 
and oppressed and enact in us the will to create a 
world where there are no poor, hungry, naked or 
imprisoned, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Advent 2017

DECEMBER 3

God, who will come again in the clouds, keep us alert 
to the signs of your coming. Give us the strength we 
need to fulfill the work you have planned for us. Keep 
all who work for justice in your world firm in their 
convictions, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

DECEMBER 10

God, whose voice cries out in the wilderness, open 
our ears that we might hear the news of your coming 
messenger. Guide all people who proclaim your gospel 
of peace and love, including ELCA missionaries. Lift 
up all who live in places of war and give strength to 
all who seek to create new systems of equity, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

DECEMBER 17

Christ, our light, praise to you for the messengers you 
have sent to point us to you. Strengthen us to hear 
your message of peace, love and reconciliation and 
guide all people who proclaim your gospel, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

DECEMBER 24

God, who gives favor to all who seek to follow your 
will, praise to you for all people who are servants 
of the Lord, especially to Christ’s mother, your 
handmaiden, Mary. We give thanks for all people who 
serve as your servants overseas, especially in the Holy 
Land, where you lived and walked, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

DECEMBER 31

God, who dismisses your servants, according to your 
word, thanks be to you for all our servants who have 
finished their service to you. Praise to you to all 
members of the ELCA who participate in mission to 
the world, especially all missionaries, through your 
Son, Jesus the Christ. Amen.


