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STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

GENTLY GROWING A CONGREGATION 
A birthday, a high test grade, a new driver’s license — Pastor Newman Chu-sheng 
Chiu uses all these occasions to gather young, Mandarin-speaking students for a 
party and prayer.

Newman and his wife, Pastor Grace Chiu, are mission developers for Glory  
Lutheran Church, a new ministry supported with help from Mission Support in 
Torrance, Calif. They meet the young adults they serve by spending time on college 
and university campuses in Orange and Los Angeles counties, chatting with passing 
Chinese students who are thousands of miles from home and family. 

Sometimes they bring along Chinese food for an impromptu picnic, or gather at 
Starbucks for coffee and a prayer. And for birthdays and other milestones, they  
ask students to invite friends to celebrate. 

“We can have 15 or 20 young people eating, singing, talking and making new 
friends. It’s so happy!” says Newman. “It doesn’t matter what the reason for the 
gathering is, the one thing we never miss is the message of God.” 

For some young people, that message can be new. God’s story, introduced during  
the informal campus get-togethers, is the primary focus on Friday nights and 
Sunday afternoons, when students from all five campuses meet at Glory for Bible 
study, prayer and worship.

About 70 students have been baptized in the five years since the beginning of  
Glory Lutheran, a congregation of the ELCA Southwest California Synod. While 
many have returned to Taiwan, Hong Kong or mainland China, others stay. 

Committed to gently, gradually nurturing these young believers, Newman says,  
“The congregation will develop naturally. I can tell that God is raising up a new 
group of people.”

“ I can tell that God is raising up  
a new group of people.”

  PASTOR NEWMAN CHU-SHENG CHIU
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