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In a nutshell

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) teaches through this statement that 
earthly peace involves relationships among and within nations that are just, harmonious and 
free from war. The biblical narrative reveals God’s resolve for peace: Humans are made in the 
image of God for life in community. Sin disrupts the bonds of human community. Jesus taught 
and demonstrated peace. God’s commitment to peace is enacted through creation, the cross 
and redemption. 

The basis of the church’s peace-calling is the peace of God’s eternal reign. The church gathers 
publicly to proclaim God’s gospel of peace. We contribute to peace by living out our oneness 
in Christ, living in unity and working for human dignity, and equipping the faithful for peace. 
Faith in the crucified and risen Lord strengthens us to persist even when God seems absent in 
this often violent and unjust world. The cross of Christ guides our service to the neighbor and 
assures us of God’s presence.  God works through the Law to protect humankind and hold all 
of us responsible.

The statement makes the following key points: 

•	 The church is to be a disturbing presence that speaks the truth, a reconciling presence, 
a serving presence through advocacy, and a deliberating presence. The church often falls 
short, and daily we return to our baptism to die again with Christ to sin’s power, and be 
raised anew to live by the Spirit.

•	 We are called to be peacemakers in the many communities of which we are a part. 
Creating just communities within our nation relates to peace among nations.

•	 Earthly peace, fragile and partial, is built on the recognition of the unity and goodness of 
created existence, the oneness of humanity, and the dignity of every person. The power 
of sin seeks to dominate and destroy. God is at work for peace through the people and 
structures of human society.

•	 The world is increasingly connected (integrated) through media and technology. 

•	 This integration affects different communities differently (positively and negatively). 

•	 The ELCA encourages participation in democratic government. Love motivates Christians 
to live as good citizens, but reason and compassion inform that life. Government may 
legitimately use lawful coercion, but should pursue less coercive measures.

•	 All nations have an obligation to other nations and international law. At times, citizens 
may need to oppose a prevailing understanding of national identity and interest. Citizens 
may even need to resist government when it is oppressive.



•	 Just war principles include: right intention, justifiable cause, legitimate authority, last 
resort, declaration of war aims, proportionality, and reasonable chance of success. The 
principles for conducting war include noncombatant immunity and proportionality. 
These principles act as a framework for deliberation. They cause the church to reject 
nuclear war, support conscientious objection, and support military vocations. Just war 
principles can also be used to evaluate other political actions. At times decisions must be 
made as to whether military action is the lesser evil.

•	 Nonviolence has deep roots in the Christian tradition, and the ELCA encourages 
nonviolence and supports members who conscientiously object to bearing arms in 
military service. Christians share a presumption against violence and commitment to 
peace making. Whatever one decides, one remains under God’s judgment and in need of 
God’s mercy.

•	 The ELCA seeks to foster a dynamic vision of difference in unity, where difference 
is realized and others are respected. People of different religions are to work toward 
mutual understanding.  The ELCA will continue to teach about human rights, oppose 
grievous violations, provide for the basic necessities of the poor, and defend the 
vulnerable. The ELCA seeks to change attitudes that encourage violence, and to 
strengthen the will and ability to resolve conflicts peacefully. The ELCA calls upon 
nations to provide resources for peaceful resolution of conflict.

•	 Peace and economic justice are inseparable. Sustainable development and fair 
distribution are part of economic justice. The ELCA supports increased development 
assistance by the United States to people in poorer nations. This church supports 
reducing military expenditures while also encouraging support for those affected by 
the reductions.

•	 The ELCA supports the principles of international cooperation laid out in the Charter 
of the United Nations, while acknowledging that conflicts within these principles arise. 
The ELCA supports the United Nations and creation of an International Criminal Court. 
The ELCA calls for arms control and prohibiting United States military assistance to 
oppressive or aggressive governments. Believing that accountable governing structures 
are key to peace, the ELCA calls for assistance to nations seeking to form democracies.

•	 Non-governmental organizations are indispensable to building peace and protecting 
human rights. The ELCA should support these organizations, and supports free 
association, and nonviolent intervention.

•	 When war seems to have the upper hand, this church calls upon God to fulfill the divine 
promise of final peace. We await fulfillment of this promise in active hope, gathering to 
hear the gospel and share a foretaste of the feast to come. We disperse, trusting that the 
peace of God in Christ Jesus, “which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7), goes 
with us and prepares us to be peacemakers.
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