
 

 

Discussion questions: 

1. As a person of faith, how does denying access to the 

ballot make you feel? 

2. How do you observe issues of race and racism  

playing out in the current electoral process? 

3. Why is it important to guarantee the right to vote to 

all citizens? 

Voter suppression still an issue 

“But let justice 
roll down like 

waters, and 
righteousness like 

an ever-flowing 
stream.”  

– Amos 5:24 

#ELCAVotes  
Fact & Activity Sheet on Race 

and Voting  

Resolved, that the 

Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in 

America call upon 

local, state and 

federal government 

to guarantee the 

right to vote to all 

citizens and  to 

discourage or  

eliminate all laws, 

ordinances or  

regulations that 

would have the  

effect of racial and 

ethnic discrimination 

in the exercise of 

that right.  

 

(Adapted from Voting 

Rights To All Citizens 

ELCA social policy 

 resolution CA13.06.29    

Adopted by the 

Churchwide Assembly in 

August 2013)    

 

Photo of Bobby Simmons with 

other protestors at the Selma, Ala. 

to Montgomery, Ala. march 

(March 21-25, 1965). The event 

was a major factor in securing the 

passage of the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965. The federal law eliminated 

discrimination based on race in 

the electoral process. (by Bruce 

Davidson/Library of Congress,  

[Public Domain] 



 

 

Activity sheet 
Given your current age, racial/ethnic, socioeconomic, gender and physical ability — when would 

you have been eligible to vote in the following time periods?  Circle the year. Find someone with a 

different answer than yours. 

 

1776 – White men that own property can vote. 

1789 – U.S. democracy established. White men with property can vote. Poor people, women, Native 

Americans and enslaved African Americans cannot vote. 

1866 – Citizenship granted to native-born Americans but excludes Native Americans. 

1870 – The 15th Amendment establishes the right of African American males to vote.  

1882 – The Chinese Exclusion Act bars people of Chinese ancestry from becoming citizens.  

They cannot vote.  

1920 – Prior to 1920, some parts of the country let women vote. But securing the right to vote was a 

long, hard-fought struggle. It isn't until 1920 that all women have the right to vote. 

1921 – The Sons of America is organized to fight for equality and the rights of Mexican Americans as 

citizens, including the right to vote. 

1922 – In the case of Takao v. United States, the U.S. Supreme Court upholds the 1790 Naturalization 

Act that barred Asian-Americans from becoming citizens. This enforces the policy of no voting rights 

for Asian immigrants. 

1965 – In a response to the civil rights movement led by Martin Luther King Jr. and others, the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965 is enacted. It prohibits any election practice that denies the right to vote on 

account of race.  

1971 – The 26th Amendment gives voting rights to 18-year-olds in response to protests about males  

under 21 drafted for the Vietnam War. 

1975 – The Voting Rights Act is amended to include language assistance for minority voters. 

2013 – In Shelby v. Holder, the U.S. Supreme Court removes one of the most effective protections for 

requiring jurisdictions with a history of voting discrimination to get approval for voting changes. 

 

1990 - The Americans with Disabilities Act requires access to the polls and to the ballot. 

 

Good and gracious God, bring us into 

deeper conversations in understanding the 

divisions of  race, class, gender and ability 

in exercising the right to vote. Amen 

 Content adapted from The Center for Voting and Democracy. Copyright 2002   

6930 Carroll Ave. Suite 610, Takoma Park, MD 20912 & ACLU, Voting Rights Act, Major Dates in History 

Marching from Selma, Ala., to Montgomery, Ala., in 

March 1965, in an effort to guarantee voting rights for 

all Americans. by James H. Karales, Library of 

Congress, [Public Domain] 

http://archive.fairvote.org/about_us/index.html

